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18 September 2006
Dear Colleague

ALTERATION OF THE HS21 PRESCRIPTION FORM

1. The Fourth Report of the Shipman Inquiry made alemof recommendations in
relation to the regulation of controlled drugshie tommunity. Recommendation 23
considered how the collection of a controlled dmight be acknowledged.

2. In order to comply with this recommendation, aneénsure consistency with other
parts of the United Kingdom, the HS21 prescripfimm is being amended to permit
the recording of the signature of the person cbiigaa Schedule 2 or 3 controlled
drug (see overleaf). The amended prescription $are currently being printed and
will be distributed to prescribers as suppliesafifs are requested. This is also
happening in the remainder of the UK.

3. Obtaining the signature of the person collectirggdbntrolled drug is not currently a
legal requirement, but it is anticipated that il wecome so. In the interim, it is
considered good practice that where a prescriftion allows for the recording of
the collector’s signature then that signature shael obtained.

If you require any further information on this neaitplease contact either Joe Gault
(joe.gault@dhsspsni.gov.utel: 028 9052 0678) or Tony Wallace
(anthony.wallace@dhsspsni.gov.tél: 028 9052 8688)

Yours sincerely

DR M MAWHINNEY
Head of Inspection and Investigation






