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Dear Colleague
CONSULTATION ON DRAFT REGIONAL STANDARDS FOR LEAVING CARE SERVICES
As part of the work of the Regional Implementation Project for Leaving Care, draft standards have been developed to support the delivery of high quality services for care leavers.

The draft standards are the culmination of an extensive consultation process which involved representation from HSC Trusts, DEL, DENI, SSA, NIHE, NICCY, Youth Justice and a range of other voluntary sector agencies such as VOYPIC, Fostering Network, CHNI, supported accommodation providers and young people themselves.

Kate Maguire was released from RQIA as the Project Lead for the development of the standards and sought from the outset to ensure inclusivity and collective ownership of the standards through the facilitation of a series of workstream and individual consultations with these stakeholders.

The result of this work is now being issued for formal consultation and you are invited to participate in this consultation process by reviewing and commenting on the draft document.

In order to ensure that an opportunity is afforded to all relevant stakeholders to participate in this process it is also asked that you disseminate the document to colleagues within and external to your agency that make a contribution to delivering services for young people leaving care.
The draft standards are available on the Department’s website and hard copies will be issued to stakeholders next week to support the consultation process. The draft document contains a consultation response framework which may assist you in compiling your response.

All consultation responses should be returned, no later than 10 July 2009, to me at Child Care Policy Directorate, contact details are given above.

On closure of the formal consultation process, all feedback will be collated and a written summary of responses will be compiled by the regional task group overseeing the development of the standards.

In keeping with the Communication Strategy underpinning the development of both Leaving Care Service Standards and Accommodation Standards the outcome of the consultation and next steps with regard to completion and implementation of the standards will be shared with all stakeholders.

The contribution of a wide range of stakeholders to the development of this draft document is appreciated.  However to ensure that this work is appropriately concluded and that a comprehensive and useful framework to support the continued development and improvement of services for care leavers is established your further assistance and contribution to this consultation is requested and welcomed.
Yours sincerely

Gerry Mullan
Gerry Mullan

Child Care Policy Directorate
