
 

   

  
  

 

Statistics from the Northern Ireland Drug Misuse Database: 1 
April 2005 – 31 March 2006 
 
This bulletin summarises information on people presenting to services with problem drug 
misuse and relates to the 12-month period ending 31 March 2006. It is the fifth bulletin 
reporting on information collected through the Northern Ireland Drug Misuse Database 
(DMD), which was established in April 2000 and which collects detailed data, including 
information on drugs misused and injecting behaviour, on those presenting for treatment. 

  
Summary 
In Northern Ireland during the twelve month period 
ending 31 March 2006: 
 
· 1,666 individuals presented for treatment and gave 

their consent for their details to be included in the 
DMD. This compared to 1,746 the year before, a 
decrease of 80 individuals or 5%. 

· The majority (72%) of users presenting were male; 
over one third (36%) of users were in their twenties, 
and just under a third (29%) were aged under 20.  

· Cannabis was the most commonly reported main drug 
of misuse. The proportion reporting its use as a main 
drug in 2005/06 was 49% compared to 46% in 
2004/05. 

· Heroin was reported as the main drug of misuse by 
10% of clients in 2005/06 compared to 14% in 
2004/05.  Over three-quarters (77%) of those 
presenting for treatment with heroin as the main 
problem drug had been treated before 

· The proportion of individuals who had ever injected 
has fallen to 13% in 2005/06 from 17% in 2004/05.   

· The proportion who reported cocaine as their main 
drug increased from 7% in 2004/05 to 9% in 2005/06. 
Use of benzodiazepines as the main drug increased 
from 10% in 2004/05 to 14% in 2005/06. 

____________________ 
Contents     Page 
 
1. Introduction               2 

2. Profile of service users       3 

3. Referral Details         4 

4. Drugs of misuse         4 

5. Treatment history         7 

6. Injecting and sharing         7 
behaviour 

7. Viral testing          8 

8. Other information         9 

9. Comparisons: 2004/05      10 
to 2005/06   

10. Acknowledgements       11 

11. Editorial notes       11 

Annexes 

A Map        13 

B Main tables            15 

C Additional Health and       43 
Social Services Board  
and Prisons tables         

D Comparison tables:  
2004/05 – 2005/06       65  

_______________________ 

                     Statistical Bulletin 
           DAIRU  3/2006    

            Published October 2006 



Statistical Bulletin 3/2006  October 2006    
Statistics from the Northern Ireland Drug Misuse Database, 2005/06   
Page 2 

1.  Introduction  

1.1 In 1995, the Northern Ireland Drugs 
Policy Statement highlighted the need for a 
centralised database on drug misuse in 
Northern Ireland. The then Department of 
Health and Social Services (DHSS) 
subsequently commissioned a feasibility 
study that considered the experience 
elsewhere (databases already existed in 
Scotland, Wales, and regionally in 
England), data availability, and data quality 
in Northern Ireland and took due account of 
issues of confidentiality. The study found 
that the majority of agencies were 
supportive of the idea of a drug misuse 
database and identified a number as 
potential providers. 
 
1.2 Subsequently the Northern Ireland 
Drug Misuse Database (DMD) was 
established and data collection commenced 
from April 2000.  The database is 
maintained by the Drug and Alcohol 
Information and Research Unit (DAIRU) 
located within the Department of Heath, 
Social Services, and Public Safety 
(DHSSPS).  This bulletin is the fifth to be 
published using data from the DMD and 
covers the period 1 April 2005 – 31 March 
2006. By the end of 2005/06, 50 treatment 
sites were contributing to the database of 
which 24 were non-statutory, 23 were 
statutory and three services were based 
within prisons. It is important to note that 
although a client might present for treatment 
to services based within the prisons, this 
does not mean that individual is using drugs 
whilst in custody.   
 
1.3 The DMD collects information on 
problem drug users presenting to services 
for the first time, or for the first time in six 
months or more. A problem drug user is 
defined as a person who experiences social, 
psychological, physical or legal problems 
(related to intoxication and/or regular 
excessive consumption and/or dependence) 
as a consequence of their own use of drugs 

or chemical substances. Drugs are defined 
as any drug, whether prescribed or not, 
including solvents and tranquillisers but 
excluding alcohol and tobacco. The data are 
collected from drug treatment agencies and 
include selected personal details and 
information regarding the drugs misused 
and the type of agency attended: these data 
are passed on in anonymised form to 
DAIRU for incorporation in the DMD. As 
client participation in the DMD is voluntary, 
in a number of instances consent was 
withheld and full information relating to 
these clients has not been incorporated into 
the DMD (see Table 1: all main tables are 
contained in Annex B) 
 
1.4 The aim of the DMD is to provide 
high-quality, consistent information on the 
numbers and profiles of presenting problem 
drug users to inform both policy and 
practice. The database will be kept under 
review. 

Other Information Available 
1.5 It is important to note that this report 
does not provide information on the overall 
size and nature of the problem of drug use 
or misuse in Northern Ireland. A number of 
other strands of research commissioned and 
published by DAIRU complement this 
DMD publication. Details of these and other 
research projects are available online at 
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_res
earch/stats-pubs.htm 
 
Participation in the DMD 
1.6 Client participation in the DMD is 
optional and depends on client consent. 
Information was received from 1,754 
individuals presenting for treatment, and 
client consent was withheld in 88 (5%) of 
cases (Table 1). All figures in this report are 
based on the 1,666 individuals who gave 
their consent for their information to be 
incorporated in the DMD. 
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2. Profile of service users 
 
Age and Gender of Users 
2.1 Males accounted for just under 
three-quarters (72%) of those presenting to 
services in 2005/06 (Table 2). This gender 
ratio of around three males to one female is 
similar to the typical distribution found in 
Great Britain (GB) over recent years. GB 
figures have been published in a series of 
statistical bulletins by the Department of 
Health. The most recent published figures 
available are from the statistical press 
release ‘Provisional Statistics from the 
National Drug Treatment Monitoring 
System in England, 2001/02’.    
 
2.2 The mean age of those presenting for 
treatment was 28, with over one-third (36%) 
of users being in their twenties. Twenty-
nine percent of those presenting for 
treatment were aged under 20, 21% were in 
their thirties and 15% were aged 40 or over. 
(Table 3).  
 
2.3 The age profile for females was 
slightly older than that for males: 34% of 
males were aged 30 or more, whilst the 
corresponding figure for females was 46%. 
(Table 4; Figure 1) 
 

Figure 1. Age and gender of individuals 
presenting for treatment: 2005/06
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Geography 
2.4 Over half (55%) of users presented 
for treatment in the Eastern Health and 
Social Services Board (HSSB), 18%  in the 
Western HSSB, 10% in Prison, 9% in the 
Northern HSSB and 8% in the Southern 
HSSB (Table 1). It should be noted that 
these figures are based on where people 
presented for treatment, and not their place 
of residence. Data on place of residence for 
those registered on the DMD are 
incomplete, as only 5-figure postcodes are 
available, and, in some instances, postcode 
data are missing or erroneous. For people 
whose area of residence could be 
determined, 88% lived in the same HSSB 
area as they were treated in. This suggests 
that HSSB of treatment is a reasonable 
proxy for HSSB of residence. 
 
2.5 The incidence of treatment per 
100,000 population was higher in the 
Eastern and Western HSSB areas (136 and 
106 per 100,000 population respectively) 
than in the Southern (42 per 100,000 
population) and the Northern (35 per 
100,000 population). (Figure 2) 

Figure 2. Rates per 100,000 population 
presenting for treatment in Health and 
Social Services Board Areas: 2005/06
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2.6 This picture reflects the position for 
those agencies contributing to the DMD; as 
coverage of the DMD expands, the picture 
will become more definitive.  
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Type of Treatment Service Agency 
2.7 Over half of all users (58%) 
presented for treatment at statutory 
agencies. The picture varied sharply across 
Northern Ireland, with over one in every 
two users (55%) in the Eastern HSSB 
presenting to non-statutory agencies, whilst 
in the other three HSSB’s the majority of 
users presented to statutory agencies. (Table 
5) 
 
3. Referral Details 
 
Reason for attendance 
3.1 Just under half of all clients (48%) 
recorded that the decision to attend was 
wholly their own choice, 31% were 
persuaded by others, and 21% were required 
by others.  This varies across the HSSB’s, in 
the Eastern, Northern and Southern HSSB’s 
most clients reported that it was their wholly 
own decision to attend, while in the Western 
HSSB over half all clients (53%) were 
persuaded by others, and in Prison 56% 
were required by others to attend (Table 6).   
 
 
3.2 The most commonly reported 
reasons for attending a treatment agency 
were psychological (57%) and 
family/relationships (50%).  Other reasons 
included legal (24%), medical e.g. 
detoxification (23%), financial (12%), job 
(9%) and housing (6%).   Psychological and 
family/relationships are the most reported 
reasons for attending in all HSSB’s except 
in Prison were the most commonly reported 
reasons were legal (61%) and 
family/relationships (24%) (Table 6).   
 
 
Referral Source 
3.3 The largest group of those 
presenting for treatment were referrals by 
General Practitioners (31%) (Table 7).  Less 
than one quarter (21%) were self-referrals 
while 8% were referred by probation. The 
remainder came from a variety of sources, 
including mental health services (6%), 

family and friends (7%) and social services 
(4%). 
 
Proposed Action 
3.4 The agency reporter must record all 
actions which they propose to take/initiate, 
or have taken, in respect of the client.  For 
over three quarters (77%) of clients the 
proposed action was assessment, and just 
under three quarters (73%) proposed action 
was counselling (Table 8). These were the 
most commonly reported proposed actions 
in all HSSB’s except in Prison were a 
smaller proportion (60%) proposed action 
was counselling, 28% throughcare and one 
quarter (25%) assessment.     
 
4. Drugs of Misuse 
 
Background 
4.1 Users must record at least one drug 
of misuse in order to be entered on the 
DMD – this is listed as the main drug of 
misuse; they can be recorded as misusing a 
maximum of four other drugs. Figure 3 
shows that just under half (47%) of users 
were recorded as misusing only one drug; 
just over one fifth (21%) misused two drugs. 
An unknown proportion of those users 
recorded as misusing five drugs could have 
been misusing more than this, but only five 
drugs are recorded on the DMD.  
 

Figure 3. Number of drugs misused per 
user: 2005/06
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Main Drug of Misuse �
 

 

Figure 4. Main drugs of misuse: 2005/06
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4.2 Cannabis was the most frequently 
reported main drug of misuse, accounting 
for just under half (49%) of those presenting 
for treatment (Table 9). Followed by 
benzodiazepines (14%), heroin (10%), 
cocaine (9%) and ecstasy (5%).  These 
figures, when compared with the most 
recently available published figures, are 
considerably different from those in GB, 
which show that typically around two-thirds 
of users report heroin as their main drug of 
misuse. 
 
4.3 There was considerable variation 
between males and females in the main 
problem drug used (Table 9). More than half 
(54%) of males reported cannabis as their 
main drug of misuse, considerably higher 
than the proportion of females (36%). Males 
were more likely then females to report 
heroin and cocaine as their main drug.  
Twelve percent of males reported heroin as 
their main drug compared to 7% of females, 
and 10% of males reported cocaine as their 
main drug compared to 6% of females.  
While females were more likely than males 

to report benzodiazepines and other opiates 
as their main drugs.  Twenty-eight percent 
of females reported benzodiazepines as their 
main drug compared to 9% of males, and 
7% of females reported other opiates as 
their main drug compared to 2% of males. 
 
4.4 There were also differences by age: 
cannabis was the most common reported 
main drug for all age groups except 40 and 
over.  The proportion of clients in each age 
group reporting cannabis use decreases with 
age, 83% of those aged 15 and under 
reported cannabis use compared to 16% of 
those aged 40 and over.  Conversely the use 
of benzodiazepines increases with age, with 
1% of those aged 15 and under, and 56% of 
those aged 40 and over reporting 
benzodiazepines to be their main drug.  The 
proportion of clients reporting heroin and 
cocaine as their main drug is greatest within 
the 26 to 29 years old age group, with 24% 
reporting heroin and 16% reporting cocaine 
as their main drug.  Solvents as a main drug 
account for 11% of clients aged 15 and 
under, the next highest proportion of any 
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age group is 2% of 16-19 years olds 
reporting it as their main drug. 
 
4.5 The average (mean) age reported for 
first use of the main drug was 20. Just over 
two fifths of all clients (43%) reported using 
their main drug of misuse before the age of 
16, whilst one quarter (25%) reported taking 
it between the ages of 16 and 19, and 32% 
reported first using their main drug when 
they were 30 or over. (Figure 5) 
Consideration of these figures needs to take 
account of the fact that the age profile of 
those presenting for treatment is young, 
with 36% of users aged 30 or older. 
 

Figure 5. Age of first use: main drug of 
misuse: 2005/06

43

25

14

5
7

6

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

15 &
under

16-19 20-25 26-29 30-39 40 & over

Age

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 in

di
vi

du
al

s

 
4.6 There were differences in age of first 
use for different drugs. The lowest average 
ages of first use was for solvents (14 years), 
cannabis (15 years) and ecstasy (17 years).   
The highest average ages of first use were 
for ‘other drugs’ (35 years), 
benzodiazepines (33 years) and methadone / 
buprenorphine (29 years) (Figure 6). 

Figure 6. Average age of first use for 
different main drugs: 2005/06
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Geography 
4.7 Cannabis was the most frequently 
reported main drug in all HSSB’s, 66% in 
the Western HSSB, 53% in the Southern 
HSSB, 44% in the Eastern HSSB and 33% 
in the Northern HSSB. Those presenting for 
treatment in the Northern and Southern 
HSSB’s were more likely to have heroin as 
their main drug, 26% in Northern, 21% in 
Southern compared to 9% in Eastern and 
5% in Western HSSB.  Within Prisons, the 
two most frequently reported main drugs 
were cannabis (61%) and cocaine (14%) 
(Table 11).  
 
All drugs of misuse    
4.8 Those presenting for treatment may 
be misusing more than one drug, and up to 
four additional drugs of misuse can be 
recorded on the DMD. The majority (81%) 
of the two hundred and fourteen clients who 
reported heroin use reported it as their main 
problem drug (Table 12 & 13). Also a large 
proportion (76%) of those reporting use of 
cannabis recorded it as their main problem 
drug.  Other drugs such as crack (11%) and 
other stimulants (17%) showed a greater 
propensity to be recorded as subsidiary 
drugs.    
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4.9 The most common drug of misuse 
was cannabis (Table 12), with almost two 
thirds (64%) of all individuals presenting for 
treatment reporting misuse of cannabis. The 
second most common drug of misuse was 
benzodiazepines (27%) followed by ecstasy 
(26%), and cocaine (24%).   

 
Reported use of alcohol 
4.10 On the DMD alcohol cannot be 
recorded as the main problem drug or as one 
of the four subsidiary drugs.  However, 
alcohol use can still be recorded.  Clients 
can record problem alcohol misuse, the 
average units consumed per week in the last 
4 weeks and if alcohol is their main 
problem.  Of the 1,666 clients presenting for 
treatment just under one third (31%, 523 
clients) reported also misusing alcohol 
(Table 13).  This proportion of clients was 
greatest in the Western (56%) and Southern 
(45%) HSSB’s (Table 12).  Of those 
reporting both drug and alcohol misuse 
under half (47%) reported alcohol to be 
their main problem, and over half (51%) 
reported that they consumed between 1 and 
99 units of alcohol on average per week in 
the four weeks before treatment.  A further 
third (34%) reported that they consumed 
between 100 and 249 units (Table 14).    
 
 
5. Treatment History 
5.1 More than one in four (28%) of 
those presenting to treatment in 2005/06 had 
previously been treated for drug misuse. 
(Table 15)  
 
5.3 There was considerable variation 
between the treatment histories of those 
presenting for different main drugs of 
misuse: 89% of those reporting 
methadone/buprenorphine and 77% of those 
reporting heroin as their main drug had been 
treated before.  While those reporting 
benzodiazepines (12%) and cannabis (18%) 
are more likely to have not been treated 
before.   

 
 5.4 There are some variations in 
previous treatment history between different 
drugs and age groups (Figure 7).  For both 
cannabis and benzodiazepines those clients 
aged between 26 and 29 years are more 
likely to have previously received treatment 
than those aged between 20 and 25, or 30 
and 39.  While the likelihood of previously 
been treated increases with age for those 
clients reporting heroin to be there main 
drug.  
 

Figure 7. Percentage of users 
previously treated for selected drugs 

and age groups: 2005/06
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5.2 Of the individuals who had 
previously been treated (465 clients) nearly 
three quarters (74%) were first treated aged 
between 16 and 29, with most of them being 
first treated aged between 20 and 25 (Table 
16).   
 
6.  Injecting and Sharing Behaviour 
 
Injecting Behaviour 
6.1 Data regarding a user’s injecting 
behaviour are collected in two different 
ways. The route of administration for drugs 
of misuse is recorded; and another question 
asks users if they have ever injected any 
drug.  
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6.2 For users presenting to treatment and 
for whom the route of administration is 
known (1,662 users, Table 17), 132 (8%) 
reported injecting their main drug. Other 
main routes of administration are; smoking 
(45%); swallowing or chewing (oral) – 37% 
and sniffing (10%).  
 
6.3 Injecting was mainly limited to 
heroin users – of the 132 injectors, 119 
(90%) reported injecting heroin (Table 17). 

 
6.4 Injecting history is known for 1,665 
persons presenting for treatment (Table 18). 
Just over one in ten (13%) reported ever 
having injected a drug. The proportion of 
males and females who reported ever having 
injected differed slightly (14% of males and 
9% of females). 
 
6.5 Of the 212 clients reporting they had 
ever injected the Southern HSSB had the 
lowest concentration of clients who had ever 
injected (10%) compared to the highest 
concentration in the Eastern HSSB (49%). 
At Northern Ireland level just over one in 
ten (13%) of clients with a known injecting 
history had injected.  The Northern HSSB 
had the highest proportion (27%) of clients 
with a known injecting history having 
injected while the Western HSSB had the 
lowest (11%).  Six percent of clients 
presenting for treatment in prison with a 
known injecting history had injected (Table 
18).   
 
6.6 Information on the age that injectors 
first injected is available in respect of 201 
injectors (Table 19). The modal age group 
for commencing injecting was 20-25 years, 
with under two-fifths (39%) of injectors 
starting in that age range. A further 38% 
first injected under the age of 20, most of 
these in their late teens.    
 
Sharing Equipment 
6.7 The Department of Health, in their 
statistical publications on regional DMDs, 
suggest that reliance on a single question 

about sharing behaviour is likely to produce 
an underestimate of true sharing behaviour. 
The Northern Ireland DMD also uses a 
single question to elicit information about 
sharing behaviour, and thus the results 
quoted in this bulletin should be treated as 
minimum estimates. This question is only 
asked of those who have ever injected. 
 
6.8 Information about the sharing of 
drug paraphernalia is known for 212 
injectors (Table 20). Of these clients, over 
half (55%) reported sharing equipment. 
Males and females were equally likely to 
have reported sharing equipment (55% of 
males and 55% of females).  
 
6.9  Sharing was more common in the 
Southern and Eastern HSSB’s (68% and 
56% respectively) than in other HSSB’s  
(Western HSSB, 54%; and Northern HSSB, 
48%).  

 
6.10 Just over one quarter (28%) of all 
current injectors had shared equipment in 
the last four weeks (Table 21). Among 
males, the highest incidence of current 
sharing among injectors was in the Southern 
and Western HSSB’s, where half (50%) of 
all current males injectors had shared 
equipment in the last 4 weeks (based on a 
small number of clients). Among females, 
the only incidence of current sharing was in 
the Eastern HSSB’s where 36% of current 
injectors had shared (again based on a very 
small number of clients). 

 
7. Viral Testing 
 
7.1   The DMD records if individuals 
presenting for treatment had previously 
been tested for HIV, Hepatitis B, and 
Hepatitis C.  
 
7.2 Table 22(a) shows that 88% of users 
presenting for treatment had never been 
tested for HIV (91% in the Western HSSB 
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had never been tested compared to 78% in 
the Northern HSSB). 
 
7.3 Table 22(b) shows that nearly nine 
in ten (88%) of all users had never been 
tested for Hepatitis B (93% in the Western 
HSSB had never been tested compared to 
71% in the Northern HSSB). 
 
7.4 Table 22(c) shows that nearly nine in 
ten (88%) of all users had never been tested 
for Hepatitis C (93% in the Western HSSB 
had never been tested compared to 72% in 
the Northern HSSB). In general, the 
incidence of completing a test for HIV, 
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C was higher for 
those being treated in the Northern HSSB. 
 
7.5 More than nine in ten users (94%) 
have not completed any injections of the 
Hepatitis B vaccination course. Four percent 
have completed all three injections. The 
Northern Board had the highest proportion 
of individuals completing the vaccination 
(10%) whilst the Southern and Western 
HSSB’s had the lowest proportion of 
individuals completing the vaccination (2%) 
(Table 22d).   
 
7.6 These data from the DMD have been 
supplemented from June 2002 onwards with 
the introduction of an anonymised testing 
study of injecting drug users in contributing 
agencies in Northern Ireland. This study is 
being carried out in conjunction with the 
Public Health Laboratory Service. This 
study should provide robust data on levels 
of infection in the injecting drug-using 
population. The next report for Northern 
Ireland is due for publication in October 
2006.  
 
8. Other Information 
 
8.1 Some background information on 
users presenting for treatment is given in 
Tables 23-26.  
 
 

Living Arrangements 
8.2 Just over one third (36%) of those 
presenting for treatment lived with their 
parents, (Table 23) whilst under one fifth 
(18%) lived alone. Ten percent lived with a 
partner and child, and 10% were in prison. 
One percent of respondents were homeless 
or roofless.  Two hundred and twenty two 
clients (13%) reported living with other 
drug users. 
 
Employment Status 
8.3 Almost one in five (18%) of those 
presenting for treatment were in 
employment at the time that treatment 
commenced. While nearly one in three 
clients (28%) reported having worked in the 
12 months before treatment.  One third 
(33%) were unemployed while over a 
quarter (27%) were receiving other benefits. 
Fourteen percent were students. (Table 24) 
 
EU Nationality 
8.4 The vast majority (97%) of clients 
reported on the DMD in 2005/06 were EU 
nationals (Table 25).   
 
Legal Status 
8.5 A third (33% or 548) individuals 
presenting for treatment had some sort of 
contact with the criminal justice system at 
the time of presenting for treatment (Table 
26). The largest group (168) were in 
Prison/YOC, with a further 141 under 
community supervision and 134 awaiting 
trial.  Clients can also fall into more than 
one category. 
 

Health and Social Services Board Data 
2005/06 
8.6 Many of the main tables in Annex B 
contain a breakdown by HSSB’s.  
Additional analyses by HSSB area and 
prisons are given in Annex C. 

 

8.7 In all four HSSB areas cannabis was 
the most frequently reported main drug of 
misuse - 66% in the Western HSSB, 53% in 
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the Southern HSSB, 44% in the Eastern 
HSSB and 33% in the Northern HSSB.  The 
proportion of clients reporting heroin as 
their main drug is higher in the Northern 
and Southern HSSB’s (26% and 21% 
respectively) compared to Eastern and 
Western HSSB’s (9% and 5% respectively).  
In the Eastern HSSB (21%) a higher 
proportion of clients report benzodiazepines 
as their main drug compared to any of the 
other HSSB’s, 7% in the Northern and 
Western HSSB’s, and 1% in the Southern 
HSSB (Table HB1). 
 
8.8 Table HB2 provides details of 
individuals presenting for treatment 
analysed by main drug of misuse and their 
age. In general, the pattern within each of 
the four HSSB areas reflects the pattern at a 
Northern Ireland level. Solvents are more 
frequently reported as a drug of misuse 
among those aged 15 and younger.   While 
benzodiazepines are more frequently 
reported as a drug of misuse among those 
aged 40 and over.  Cannabis was reported as 
being the most common main drug of 
misuse across most age bands and HSSB’s, 
the few excepts were in the Northern HSSB 
and also in those aged 40 and older.   In the 
Northern HSSB, heroin is the most 
commonly used drug among all those aged 
20 years and over, except for those over 40 
years who’s most commonly reported main 
drug is cocaine.   
 
8.9 Table HB3 shows the route of 
administration of the main drug within each 
HSSB. Smoking is the most frequently 
reported route of administration in the 
Northern (40%), Southern (63%), Western 
(52%) HSSB’s, and in prison (52%). In the 
Eastern HSSB (42%) the most frequently 
reported route of administration was oral, 
and the second most frequently reported 
route of administration was smoking (40%). 
 
8.10 Table HB4 shows that the majority 
of clients presenting for treatment in all 
HSSB’s have not previously been treated. 

The Northern (37%) and Western (36%) 
HSSB have the highest proportion of clients 
that have previously been treated, compared 
to 28% in the Southern HSSB, and 25% in 
the Eastern HSSB.      
 
9. Comparisons: 2005/06 to 2004/05 

 
9.1 In 2005/06, 1,666 individuals 
presented for treatment compared to 1,746 
the year before, a decrease of 80 individuals 
or 5%.  
 
9.2 The age profile of individuals 
presenting for treatment in Northern Ireland 
is similar in both 2004/05 and 2005/06.  
There was a slight increase in the proportion 
of younger client (19 and under) and a slight 
decrease in the proportion of older clients 
(30 and over), while the proportion in their 
twenties is very similar in both years.  The 
change in age profile of individuals 
presenting for treatment in each HSSB 
across Northern Ireland varies.  The Eastern 
HSSB age profiles in both years are very 
similar.  The Northern HSSB had the largest 
increase in the proportion of younger 
clients, from 11% in 2004/05 to 21% in 
2005/06. The Western HSSB had the largest 
increase in the proportion of clients in their 
twenties, from 36% in 2004/05 to 45% in 
2005/06.  While all HSSB’s except the 
Eastern had a fall in the proportion of clients 
aged 30 and over (Table T2). 
 
9.3 In both 2004/05 and 2005/06 
cannabis was the most commonly reported 
main drug. The proportion of clients 
reporting it as their main drug increased 
from 46% in 2004/05 to 49% in 2005/06.   
Heroin use was reported by 14% of clients 
in 2004/05, in 2005/06 this had fallen to 
10%. While the proportion of clients 
reporting benzodiazepines had increased 
from 10% in 2004/05 to 14% in 2005/06.   
All other drugs recorded in the DMD had a 
similar proportion of clients reporting them 
as their main drug in both 2004/05 and 
2005/06 (Table T3). 
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9.4 In the Eastern HSSB, the proportion 
of clients presenting for treatment with 
cannabis as their main drug fell from 48% in 
2004/05 to 44% in 2005/06. While the 
reported use of benzodiazepines and cocaine 
increased.  Benzodiazepines use increased 
from 14% in 2004/05 to 21% in 2005/06, 
and cocaine use increased from 7% in 
2004/05 to 10% in 2005/06.  (Table T4). 
 
9.5 In the Northern HSSB, the 
proportion of clients presenting for 
treatment with cannabis as their main drug 
increased from 24% in 2004/05 to 33% in 
2005/06. Reported use of heroin decreased 
from 48% to 26% (123 individuals in 
2004/05 and 40 individuals in 2005/06). 
While the reported use of other opiates 
increased from 7% to 10% over the same 
period.  (Table T4). 
 
9.6 In the Southern HSSB, the 
proportion of clients presenting for 
treatment reporting cannabis or heroin as 
their main drug has increased from 2004/05 
to 2005/06.  Cannabis increased from 45% 
in 2004/05 to 53% in 2005/06, and heroin 
increased from 14% in 2004/05 to 21% in 
2005/06.  The third most commonly 
reported main drug by clients in the 
Southern HSSB was cocaine, and it fell 
slightly from 12% 2004/05 to 10% in 
2005/06. (Table T4). 
 
9.7 In the Western HSSB, the four most 
commonly reported main drugs were 
cannabis, benzodiazepines, ecstasy and 
cocaine, in 2005/06.  The proportion of 
clients presenting for treatment reporting 
cannabis as their main drug increased from 
62% in 2004/05 to 66% in 2005/06.  The 
reported use of benzodiazepines decreased 
very slightly from 8% in 2004/05 to 7% in 
2005/06.  In 2005/06 6% of clients reported 
ecstasy and cocaine as their main drugs.  
The use of ecstasy had fallen from 10% in 
2004/05, while the use of cocaine had 
increased from 4% in 2004/05.  (Table T4). 
 

9.8 The proportion of individuals who 
had ever injected decreased from 17% in 
2004/05 to 13% in 2005/06.  The highest 
proportion of users who had ever injected 
continues to be in the Northern Board, 
although the proportion has decreased from 
48% in 2004/05 to 27% in 2005/06.  In 
2004/05, the Western Board had the lowest 
proportion of individuals presenting for 
treatment who had ever injected (8%). In 
2005/06, the Prisons had the lowest 
proportion (6%). (Table T5) 
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11. Editorial Notes 
 
11.1 Data were first collected for the 
DMD in Northern Ireland from 1 April 
2000.  The DMD was in a development 
stage in 2000/01, and data from that year are 
not suitable for publication.  

  
11.2 Percentages do not always add to 
100 due to rounding. 
 
11.3 Clients age is their age at their first 
face to face contact with treatment agency.      
 
11.4 Any comments or questions 
concerning the data contained in this 
publication, or requests for further 
information, should be addressed to: 
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DAIRU 
Annex 2 
Castle Buildings 
Stormont 
Belfast BT4 3SQ 
Telephone: 028 9052 2520 
Fax: 028 90 52 3288 
E-mail: DAIRU@dhsspsni.gov.uk 
 
11.5 Further copies of this publication 
can be obtained on-line at: 
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_researc
h/stats-pubs.htm 
Many other statistical and research reports 
from the Department of Health, Social 
Services and Public Safety’s Information 
and Analysis Directorate are available at 
this web address.  
 
The Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research Agency 
11.6 The Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research Agency (NISRA) is the principal 
source of official statistical information 
about Northern Ireland. Further information 
is available from the NISRA website at 
www.nisra.gov.uk or via e-mail at 
info.nisra@dfpni.gov.uk.  
 
Future Publications 
11.7 This DMD publication will be 
updated on an annual basis. The next DMD 
Statistical Bulletin will be published on 
Tuesday 9th October 2007. Updates on key 
statistics may be published from time to 
time.  
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Annex A - Map  
 
Map showing summary statistics for each Health and Social Services Board  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Crown Copyright © 2006 
 
This map excludes returns received from prisons.   

Western HSSB 

Number of forms received: 307 (18%)  

Number of clients reporting main drug to be: 

· Cannabis  204 (66%) 

· Benzodiazepines 20   (7%) 

· Heroin  16  (5%) 

· Cocaine  18  (6%) 

· Ecstasy  18  (6%) 

Mean age of clients:  26 

Number of clients ever injected: 35  (11%) 

Number of clients treated before: 111 (36%) 

Northern HSSB 

Number of forms received: 153 (9%) 

Number of clients reporting main drug to be: 

· Cannabis  50  (33%) 

· Benzodiazepines 11  (7%) 

· Heroin  40  (26%) 

· Cocaine  8   (5%) 

· Ecstasy  10  (7%) 

Mean age of clients:  27 

Number of clients ever injected: 42  (27%) 

Number of clients treated before:  57 (37%) 

Eastern HSSB 

Number of forms received: 908 (55%) 

Number of clients reporting main drug to be: 

· Cannabis  396 (44%) 

· Benzodiazepines 189 (21%) 

· Heroin  83  (9%) 

· Cocaine  88  (10%) 

· Ecstasy  36  (4%) 

Mean age of clients:  30 

Number of clients ever injected:  103 (11%) 

Number of clients treated before:  229 (25%)

Southern HSSB 

Number of forms received: 136 (8%) 

Number of clients reporting main drug to be: 

· Cannabis  72  (53%) 

· Benzodiazepines 2   (1%) 

· Heroin  28  (21%) 

· Cocaine  14  (10%) 

· Ecstasy  6   (4%) 

Mean age of clients:  27 

Number of clients ever injected: 22  (16%) 

Number of clients treated before: 38  (28%) 
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2005/06 
 
Clients  EU Nationality: 2005/06 
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Table 1.  Total number of DMD forms received from e ach HSSB: 2005/06 
 
         numbers and percentages 
 

HSSB 
Total number of 

forms received (1) 

Number of consent 
withheld forms 

received (2) 
Number of forms 

analysed (3)

   
Eastern 946 38 908
Northern 192 39 153
Southern 139 3 136
Western 312 5 307
   
Prisons 165 3 162
   
Total 1,754 88 1,666

 

   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Eastern 54 43 55
Northern 11 44 9
Southern 8 3 8
Western 18 6 18
   
Prisons 9 3 10
   
Total 100 100 100
 
 
(1) A DMD form is completed for every problem drug user  who presents at an Agency for treatment.  
This covers only those problem drug users attending the Agency for the very first time, or for those 
who have not attended the Agency within the previous six months.  They must present with a drug 
related problem 
 
(2) The provision of information to the database is a voluntary exercise requiring client consent. Where 
consent is not given a blank form is returned with ‘consent withheld’ written across it, along with the 
designated Agency code. 
 
(3) All data in this statistical bulletin are based on an analysis of DMD forms where consent is given. 
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Table 2.   Gender of individuals presenting for tre atment by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
            numbers and percentages 
 
HSSB Males  Females  Total  
    
Eastern 609 299 908 
Northern 118 35 153 
Southern 99 37 136 
Western 224 83 307 
    
Prisons 152 10 162 
    
Total 1,202 464 1,666 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Eastern 67 33 100 
Northern 77 23 100 
Southern 73 27 100 
Western 73 27 100 
    
Prisons 94 6 100 
    
Total 72 28 100 
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Table 3.   Age of individuals presenting for treatm ent by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
         numbers and percentages 
 

HSSB 
15 years & 

under 
16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years & 
over  Total  

        
Eastern 107 158 165 104 180 194 908 
Northern 14 18 42 24 41 14 153 
Southern 5 22 37 23 35 14 136 
Western 16 65 91 45 63 27 307 
        
Prisons 1 62 40 14 36 9 162 
        
Total 143 325 375 210 355 258 1,666 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
Eastern 12 17 18 11 20 21 100 
Northern 9 12 27 16 27 9 100 
Southern 4 16 27 17 26 10 100 
Western 5 21 30 15 21 9 100 
        
Prisons 1 38 25 9 22 6 100 
        
Total 9 20 23 13 21 15 100 
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Table 4.   Age and gender of individuals presenting  for treatment: 2005/06 
 
         numbers and percentages 
 
Age group Males  Females  Total  
    
15 years & under 105 38 143 
16-19 years 251 74 325 
20-25 years 284 91 375 
26-29 years 162 48 210 
30-39 years 272 83 355 
40 years & over 128 130 258 
    
Total 1,202 464 1,666 

 

    
    
    
Percentages     
    
15 years & under 9 8 9 
16-19 years 21 16 20 
20-25 years 24 20 23 
26-29 years 13 10 13 
30-39 years 23 18 21 
40 years & over 11 28 15 
    
Total 100 100 100 
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Table 5.   Agency type of individuals presenting fo r treatment in each HSSB: 
2005/06 
 
         numbers and percentages 
 
HSSB(1) Non-statutory  Statutory  Total  
    
Eastern 498 410 908 
Northern 45 108 153 
Southern 32 104 136 
Western 59 248 307 
    
Total 634 870 1,504 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Eastern 55 45 100 
Northern 29 71 100 
Southern 24 76 100 
Western 19 81 100 
    
Total 42 58 100 
    
(1) Returns from Prisons are excluded from this analysis. 
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Table 6.  Reason for attending by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
            numbers and percentages 
 
 Eastern  Northern  Southern  Western  Prisons  Total  
       
Wholly own choice 393 98 112 127 62 792 
Persuaded by others 278 46 18 164 10 516 
Required by others 237 9 6 16 90 358 
Total 908 153 136 307 162 1,666 
       
Reasons:  (1)       
Financial 100 26 30 37 7 200 
Legal 158 36 19 88 99 400 
Job 62 26 27 36 5 156 
Family/Relationships 400 86 93 212 39 830 
Medical e.g. detoxification 218 56 61 33 17 385 
Psychological 592 78 75 181 26 952 
Housing 50 7 3 26 6 92 
Pregnancy 4 1 0 3 0 8 
Other 21 2 4 5 5 37 
       
Persons 908 153 136 307 162 1,666 
       
       
       
Percentages        
       
Wholly own choice 43 64 82 41 38 48 
Persuaded by others 31 30 13 53 6 31 
Required by others 26 6 4 5 56 21 
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
       
Reasons: (1)       
Financial 11 17 22 12 4 12 
Legal 17 24 14 29 61 24 
Job 7 17 20 12 3 9 
Family/Relationships 44 56 68 69 24 50 
Medical e.g. detoxification 24 37 45 11 10 23 
Psychological 65 51 55 59 16 57 
Housing 6 5 2 8 4 6 
Pregnancy 0 1 0 1 0 0 
Other 2 1 3 2 3 2 
       
       
(1) Clients can report more than one reason for attending treatment, and so percentages will not total 
to 100.
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Table 7.   Referral details of individuals presenti ng for treatment: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 
Referral by Number   % 
    
GP 523  31 
Psychiatrist/mental health services 105  6 
Social services 63  4 
Hospital 25  2 
Community addiction team 61  4 
Non-statutory agency 47  3 
Legal 8  0 
Probation 141  8 
Prison 111  7 
Self 348  21 
Family/friend 124  7 
Education 48  3 
Other 62  4 
    

Total 1,666  100 
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Table 8. Proposed action by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
            numbers and percentages 
 
 Eastern  Northern  Southern  Western  Prisons  Total  
Proposed Action:  (1)       
Persons 908 153 136 307 162 1,666 
       
Assessment 709 134 116 284 40 1,283 
Detoxification 91 31 51 18 0 191 
Substitute Prescribing 74 33 15 16 0 138 
Prescribing Contract 55 23 1 21 0 100 
Counselling 641 111 120 249 98 1,219 
Family Support 32 8 15 36 0 91 
Rehabilitation 16 1 25 25 0 67 
Throughcare 13 9 1 2 46 71 
Mentoring 71 8 6 11 0 96 
Education / Information 228 87 56 177 5 553 
No Intervention 17 0 0 6 0 23 
Advised screening for HIV / 
HEP B / HEP C 98 45 12 16 0 171 

Other 3 0 0 1 0 4 
       
       
       
       
Percentages (1)       
        
Assessment 78 88 85 93 25 77 
Detoxification 10 20 38 6 0 11 
Substitute Prescribing 8 22 11 5 0 8 
Prescribing Contract 6 15 1 7 0 6 
Counselling 71 73 88 81 60 73 
Family Support 4 5 11 12 0 5 
Rehabilitation 2 1 18 8 0 4 
Throughcare 1 6 1 1 28 4 
Mentoring 8 5 4 4 0 6 
Education / Information 25 57 41 58 3 33 
No Intervention 2 0 0 2 0 1 
Advised screening for HIV / 
HEP B / HEP C 11 29 9 5 0 10 

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 
       
       
(1) The can be more than one proposed action for a client, and so percentages will not total to 100.
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Table 9.   Main drug of misuse of individuals prese nting for treatment by 
gender: 2005/06 
 
          numbers and percentages 
 
Main Drug (1) Male Female Total  
    
Cannabis  655 166 821 
Ecstasy 59 21 80 
Cocaine 122 28 150 
Crack cocaine 4 0 4 
Heroin 139 34 173 
Methadone / buprenorphine  7 2 9 
Other opiates 30 32 62 
Benzodiazepines 104 129 233 
Codeine & paracetamol  15 20 35 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 9 1 10 
Other stimulants 28 13 41 
Solvents 23 7 30 
Other drugs 7 11 18 
    
Total 1,202 464 1,666 
    
    
    

Percentages     
    
Cannabis  54 36 49 
Ecstasy 5 5 5 
Cocaine 10 6 9 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 12 7 10 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 0 1 
Other opiates 2 7 4 
Benzodiazepines 9 28 14 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 4 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 0 1 
Other stimulants 2 3 2 
Solvents 2 2 2 
Other drugs 1 2 1 
    
Total 100 100 100 
 

(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table 10.   Main drug of misuse of individuals pres enting for treatment by age: 
2005/06 
 
            numbers and percentages 
 

Main Drug (1) 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Total   

         
Cannabis  119 256 211 74 119 42 821  
Ecstasy 4 23 31 10 10 2 80  
Cocaine 1 16 43 33 45 12 150  
Crack cocaine 0 0 1 0 3 0 4  
Heroin 0 4 36 50 65 18 173  
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 2 1 4 2 9  
Other opiates 0 2 6 14 25 15 62  
Benzodiazepines 2 10 24 11 42 144 233  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 2 6 4 16 7 35  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 0 0 2 3 4 1 10  
Other stimulants 1 4 11 6 15 4 41  
Solvents 16 8 2 1 3 0 30  
Other drugs 0 0 0 3 4 11 18  
         

Total 143 325 375 210 355 258 1,666  
         
         
         
Percentages          
         
Cannabis  83 79 56 35 34 16 49  
Ecstasy 3 7 8 5 3 1 5  
Cocaine 1 5 11 16 13 5 9  
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 1 0 0  
Heroin 0 1 10 24 18 7 10  
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 1 0 1 1 1  
Other opiates 0 1 2 7 7 6 4  
Benzodiazepines 1 3 6 5 12 56 14  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 1 2 2 5 3 2  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 0 0 1 1 1 0 1  
Other stimulants 1 1 3 3 4 2 2  
Solvents 11 2 1 0 1 0 2  
Other drugs 0 0 0 1 1 4 1  
         
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100  
 

(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table 11.   Main drug of misuse of individuals pres enting for treatment by 
HSSB: 2005/06 
 
            numbers and percentages 
 
Main Drug (1) Eastern  Northern  Southern  Western  Prisons  Total  
       
Cannabis  396 50 72 204 99 821 
Ecstasy 36 10 6 18 10 80 
Cocaine 88 8 14 18 22 150 
Crack cocaine 1 1 0 0 2 4 
Heroin 83 40 28 16 6 173 
Methadone / buprenorphine  5 2 1 1 0 9 
Other opiates 39 15 7 1 0 62 
Benzodiazepines 189 11 2 20 11 233 
Codeine & paracetamol  21 6 3 5 0 35 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 2 0 5 1 10 
Other stimulants 17 2 3 15 4 41 
Solvents 16 4 0 3 7 30 
Other drugs 15 2 0 1 0 18 
       
Total 908 153 136 307 162 1,666 
       
       
       
Percentages        
       
Cannabis  44 33 53 66 61 49 
Ecstasy 4 7 4 6 6 5 
Cocaine 10 5 10 6 14 9 
Crack cocaine 0 1 0 0 1 0 
Heroin 9 26 21 5 4 10 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 1 1 0 0 1 
Other opiates 4 10 5 0 0 4 
Benzodiazepines 21 7 1 7 7 14 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 4 2 2 0 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 1 0 2 1 1 
Other stimulants 2 1 2 5 2 2 
Solvents 2 3 0 1 4 2 
Other drugs 2 1 0 0 0 1 
       
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. ��������
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Table 12.   All drugs of misuse of individuals pres enting for treatment by 
HSSB: 2005/06 
 
            numbers and percentages 
 
All Drug (1) Eastern  Northern  Southern  Western  Prisons  Total  
       
Persons 908 153 136 307 162 1,666 
       
Cannabis  514 84 93 257 126 1,074 
Ecstasy 174 29 44 138 50 435 
Cocaine 185 21 54 94 45 399 
Crack cocaine 14 10 3 5 5 37 
Heroin 96 47 30 30 11 214 
Methadone / buprenorphine  19 6 5 5 0 35 
Other opiates 71 30 7 12 1 121 
Benzodiazepines 319 41 18 52 28 458 
Codeine & paracetamol  46 12 6 7 0 71 
Other hallucinogens 19 2 6 29 15 71 
Amphetamines 20 11 2 11 2 46 
Other stimulants 83 16 19 93 24 235 
Solvents 50 4 3 9 12 78 
Other drugs 35 4 2 3 0 44 
       
       
       
Percentages        
       
Cannabis  57 55 68 84 78 64 
Ecstasy 19 19 32 45 31 26 
Cocaine 20 14 40 31 28 24 
Crack cocaine 2 7 2 2 3 2 
Heroin 11 31 22 10 7 13 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 4 4 2 0 2 
Other opiates 8 20 5 4 1 7 
Benzodiazepines 35 27 13 17 17 27 
Codeine & paracetamol  5 8 4 2 0 4 
Other hallucinogens 2 1 4 9 9 4 
Amphetamines 2 7 1 4 1 3 
Other stimulants 9 10 14 30 15 14 
Solvents 6 3 2 3 7 5 
Other drugs 4 3 1 1 0 3 
       
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they present 
themselves to the Agency for treatment.����A further four subsidiary drugs can be recorded. The figures 
for “all drugs” include all drugs recorded either as the main or a subsidiary drug. These figures add up 
to more than 100%. 
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Table 13.  Problem Alcohol Use by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
        numbers and percentages 
 
 Eastern  Northern  Southern  Western  Prisons  Total  
Problem Alcohol Use       
       
Problem Use 237 39 61 171 15 523 

(1) 

No Problem Use 671 114 75 135 147 1,142 
Unknown 0 0 0 1 0 1 
       
Total 908 153 136 307 162 1,666 
       
       
Percentages        
Problem Use 26 25 45 56 9 31 
No Problem Use 74 75 55 44 91 69 
Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 
        

Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
 
(1) 244 (47%) of the 523 clients reported that alcohol was their main problem. 
 
 
 
 
Table 14.  Average units of alcohol consumed per we ek in the four weeks 
before treatment: 2005/06 
 
        numbers and percentages 
 
 Number  % 
Alcohol Units   
None 41 9 

 

1 – 99 units 246 51 
100 – 249 units 163 34 
250 – 549 units 24 5 
550 & more units 6 1 
   
Total 480 

(2) 
100 

 
(2) This figure excludes 43 clients who reported that they have problem alcohol use but did not record 
the average number of alcohol units consumed per week in the four weeks before treatment. 
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Table 15.   Treatment history of individuals presen ting for treatment by main 
drug of misuse: 2005/06 
 
        numbers and percentages 
 

Main Drug (1) 
Treated 

before  
Not treated 

before  Total  
    
Cannabis  149 672 821 
Ecstasy 24 56 80 
Cocaine 43 107 150 
Crack cocaine 1 3 4 
Heroin 133 40 173 
Methadone / buprenorphine  8 1 9 
Other opiates 30 32 62 
Benzodiazepines 29 204 233 
Codeine & paracetamol  13 22 35 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 4 6 10 
Other stimulants 19 22 41 
Solvents 8 22 30 
Other drugs 4 14 18 
    
Total 465 1,201 1,666 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  18 82 100 
Ecstasy 30 70 100 
Cocaine 29 71 100 
Crack cocaine 25 75 100 
Heroin 77 23 100 
Methadone / buprenorphine  89 11 100 
Other opiates 48 52 100 
Benzodiazepines 12 88 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  37 63 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 40 60 100 
Other stimulants 46 54 100 
Solvents 27 73 100 
Other drugs 22 78 100 
    
Total 28 72 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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Table 16 .   Age profile of clients at their curren t treatment, and at their first 
treatment: 2005/06  
 
         numbers and percentages 
 

 Age at current Treatment  

 
15 years 
& under 

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Total  

        
Age at previous treatment         
15 years & under 13 11 1 3 0 0 28 
16-19 years 0 24 35 18 6 2 85 
20-25 years 0 0 59 54 39 8 160 
26-29 years 0 0 0 20 50 4 74  

30-39 years 0 0 0 0 44 23 67 
40 years & over 0 0 0 0 0 17 17 
        
Total 13 35 95 95 139 54 431 

(1) 

        
 

         

        
        
Percentages         
Age at previous treatment         
15-years & under 100 31 1 3 0 0 6 
16-19 years 0 69 37 19 4 4 20 
20-25 years 0 0 62 57 28 15 37 
26-29 years 0 0 0 21 36 7 17 
30-39 years 0 0 0 0 32 43 16 
40 years & over 0 0 0 0 0 31 4 
        
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
        
 
(1) This figure excludes 34 clients who reported that they had been previously treated but did not 
report what age they were first treated.   
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Table 17.   Route of administration for main drug o f misuse by individuals 
presenting for treatment: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 
Main Drug (1) Inject  Oral  Smoke  Sniff  Total   
       
Cannabis  2 143 674 1 820  
Ecstasy 0 80 0 0 80  
Cocaine 2 7 16 125 150  
Crack cocaine 0 0 4 0 4  
Heroin 119 1 53 0 173  
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 7 0 0 8  
Other opiates 2 58 0 0 60  
Benzodiazepines 0 233 0 0 233  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 35 0 0 35  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 3 7 0 0 10  
Other stimulants 2 26 1 12 41  
Solvents 0 0 6 24 30  
Other drugs 1 17 0 0 18  
       

Total 132 614 754 162 1,662 (2) 
       
       
       
Percentages        
       
Cannabis  0 17 82 0 100  
Ecstasy 0 100 0 0 100  
Cocaine 1 5 11 83 100  
Crack cocaine 0 0 100 0 100  
Heroin 69 1 31 0 100  
Methadone / buprenorphine  13 88 0 0 100  
Other opiates 3 97 0 0 100  
Benzodiazepines 0 100 0 0 100  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 100 0 0 100  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 30 70 0 0 100  
Other stimulants 5 63 2 29 100  
Solvents 0 0 20 80 100  
Other drugs 6 94 0 0 100  
       
Total 8 37 45 10 100  
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. ��������
 

(2) This figure excludes 4 DMD forms where the route of administration was not recorded.
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Table 18.   Gender of individuals presenting for tr eatment who have ever 
injected by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 

HSSB 

Males 
ever 

injected  

Males 
with 

known 
injecting 

history  

Females 
ever 

injected  

Females 
with 

known 
injecting 

history  

Persons 
ever 

injected  

Persons 
with 

known 
injecting 

history  
       
Eastern 78 608 25 299 103 907 
Northern 32 118 10 35 42 153 
Southern 19 99 3 37 22 136 
Western 31 224 4 83 35 307 
       
Prisons 10 152 0 10 10 162 
       
Total 170 1,201 42 464 212 1,665 

(1) 

        
       
       

Percentages (2)       
       
Eastern 13  8  11  
Northern 27  29  27  
Southern 19  8  16  
Western 14  5  11  
       
Prisons 7  0  6  
       
Total 14  9  13  
 
(1) This figure excludes 1 DMD form where the injecting history was not recorded. 
 
(2) The percentage of users who have ever injected has been based on those whose injecting status is 
known, i.e. excluding those for whom the injecting status was not known. 
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Table 19.   Age first injected of individuals prese nting for treatment who have 
ever injected by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 

HSSB 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Total  

        
Eastern 5 36 33 17 6 2 99 
Northern 1 13 16 5 3 1 39 
Southern 1 5 13 1 2 0 22 
Western 2 12 13 4 1 0 32 
        
Prisons 0 2 4 2 1 0 9 
        
Total 9 68 79 29 13 3 201 

(1) 

        
        
        

Percentages         
        
Eastern 5 36 33 17 6 2 100 
Northern 3 33 41 13 8 3 100 
Southern 5 23 59 5 9 0 100 
Western 6 38 41 13 3 0 100 
        
Prisons 0 22 44 22 11 0 100 
        
Total 4 34 39 14 6 1 100 
 
(1) This figure excludes 11 DMD forms where the client has recorded that they have injected but the 
age they first injected has not been recorded. 
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Table 20.   Gender of injectors presenting for trea tment who have ever shared 
equipment by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 

HSSB 

Males 
ever 

shared  

Males 
with 

known 
sharing 
history  

Females 
ever 

shared  

Females 
with 

known 
sharing 
history  

Persons 
ever 

shared  

Persons 
with 

known 
sharing 
history   

        
Eastern 42 78 16 25 58 103  
Northern 16 32 4 10 20 42  
Southern 14 19 1 3 15 22  
Western 17 31 2 4 19 35  
        
Prisons 4 10 0 0 4 10  
        

Total 93 170 23 42 116 212  
        
        
        

Percentages (1)        
        
Eastern 54  64  56   
Northern 50  40  48   
Southern 74  33  68   
Western 55  50  54   
        
Prisons 40  0  40   
        
Total 55  55  55   
 
(1) The percentage of users who have ever shared equipment has been based on those whose 
sharing status is known, i.e. excluding those for whom the sharing status was not known. 
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Table 21.   Number of current injectors presenting for treatment who are 
currently sharing equipment by HSSB: 2005/06 
       numbers and percentages 
 

HSSB 

Male 
injectors 

sharing in 
last 4 

weeks  

Males 
with  

 known 
sharing 
history  

Female 
injectors 

sharing in 
last 4 

weeks  

Females 
with 

known 
sharing 
history  

Persons 
injecting & 
sharing in 

last 4 
weeks  

Persons 
with 

known 
sharing 
history  

       
Eastern 9  36 4 11 13 47 
Northern 5 22 0 3 5 25 
Southern 2 4 0 0 2 4 
Western 4 8 0 1 4 9 
       
Prisons 0 0 0 0 0 0 
       
Total 20 70 4 15 24 85 
       
       
       

Percentages (1)      
       
Eastern 25  36  28  
Northern 23  0  20  
Southern 50  0  50  
Western 50  0  44  
       
Prisons 0  0  0  
       
Total 29  27  28  
 
(1) The percentage of current injectors who have shared equipment in the last 4 weeks has been 
based on those whose sharing in the last 4-week status is known, i.e. excluding those for whom the 
sharing in the last 4 weeks status was not known. 
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Table 22.   Number of individuals who have previous ly been tested for HIV, 
Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C by HSSB: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 
(a) HIV 
 
 

HSSB 
Ever 

tested  

Tested 
in last 12 

months  
Never 
tested  

Test 
status 

unknown  Total  

      
Eastern 49 39 816 4 908 
Northern 26 8 119 0 153 
Southern 14 12 110 0 136 
Western 21 7 278 1 307 
      
Prisons 15 6 141 0 162 
      
Total 125 72 1,464 5 1,666 
      
      
      

Percentages (1)      
      
Eastern 5 4 90 .. 100 
Northern 17 5 78 .. 100 
Southern 10 9 81 .. 100 
Western 7 2 91 .. 100 
      
Prisons 9 4 87 .. 100 
      
Total 8 4 88 .. 100 
 
(1) The percentage of users who have ever been tested for HIV has been based on those whose HIV 
test status is known, excluding those for whom the HIV test status was not known. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ���������	
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Table 22 (continued) 




(b) Hepatitis B  
 
 

HSSB 
Ever 

tested  

Tested 
in last 12 

months  
Never 
tested  

Test 
status 

unknown  Total  

      
Eastern 49 38 817 4 908 
Northern 29 15 108 1 153 
Southern 13 11 110 2 136 
Western 15 7 284 1 307 
      
Prisons 17 6 139 0 162 
      
Total 123 77 1,458 8 1,666 
      
      
      

Percentages (1)      
      
Eastern 5 4 90 .. 100 
Northern 19 10 71 .. 100 
Southern 10 8 82 .. 100 
Western 5 2 93 .. 100 
      
Prisons 10 4 86 .. 100 
      
Total 7 5 88 .. 100 
 
(1) The percentage of users who have ever been tested for Hepatitis B has been based on those 
whose Hepatitis B test status is known, excluding those for whom the Hepatitis B test status was not 
known. 
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Table 22 (continued) 




(c) Hepatitis C  
 
 

HSSB 
Ever 

tested  

Tested 
in last 12 

months  
Never 
tested  

Test 
status 

unknown  Total  

      
Eastern 46 40 818 4 908 
Northern 27 15 110 1 153 
Southern 13 11 110 2 136 
Western 15 7 284 1 307 
      
Prisons 16 5 141 0 162 
      
Total 117 78 1,463 8 1,666 
      
      
      

Percentages (1)      
      
Eastern 5 4 90 .. 100 
Northern 18 10 72 .. 100 
Southern 10 8 82 .. 100 
Western 5 2 93 .. 100 
      
Prisons 10 3 87 .. 100 
      
Total 7 5 88 .. 100 
 
(1) The percentage of users who have ever been tested for Hepatitis C has been based on those 
whose Hepatitis C test status is known, excluding those for whom the Hepatitis C test status was not 
known. 
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Table 22 (continued) 
 
(d) Hepatitis B Vaccination  
 

HSSB 
Number of injections of the Hepatitis B vaccination  course completed 
 

 Zero One Two Three Total   
       
Eastern 858 6 9 31 904  
Northern 120 8 5 15 148  
Southern 118 13 1 3 135  
Western 297 2 0 5 304  
       
Prisons 151 2 1 6 160  
       

Total 1,544 31 16 60 1.651 (1) 
       
       
       

Percentages        
       
Eastern 95 1 1 3 100  
Northern 81 5 3 10 100  
Southern 87 10 1 2 100  
Western 98 1 0 2 100  
       
Prisons 94 1 1 4 100  
       
Total 94 2 1 4 100  
 
(1) This figure excludes 15 individuals where the number of injections completed was not known.
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Table 23.   Living arrangements of individuals pres enting for treatment: 
2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 
Living arrangements Number  % 
   
Alone 299 18 
With spouse/partner  149 9 
With spouse/partner and children 171 10 
With dependent children 67 4 
With parents 598 36 
With friends 49 3 
Residential rehabilitation hostel 86 5 
Homeless - Roofless 11 1 
In prison 169 10 
Other 67 4 
Not known 0 0 
   
Total 1,666 

(1) 
100 

 
 
(1) 222 (13%) of the 1,666 clients reported living with other drug users. 
 
 
 
Table 24.   Employment status of individuals presen ting for treatment: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 
Employment status Number  % 
   
In employment 301 

 
18 

On government training scheme 46 3 
Student 234 14 
Unemployed (Job Seekers Allowance) 552 33 
Receiving other benefits 452 27 
Other 76 5 
Not known  5 0 
   
Total 1,666 

(2) 100 
 
(2) 471 (28%) of the 1,666 clients reported having worked in the 12 months before treatment 
commenced.  
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Table 25.   Clients EU Nationality: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
   
Nationality Number  % 
   
EU National 1,624 

 
97 

Non – EU National 40  2 
Unkown 2  0 
    
Total 1,666  100 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 26.   Legal status of individuals presenting for treatment: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages 
 
Legal status Number  % 
   
Persons 1,666  
   
None/missing 1118 67 
Deferred sentence 19 1 
Community supervision 141 8 
Awaiting sentence 49 3 
Trial pending 134 8 
Arrest referral 18 1 
Prison / YOC 168 10 
Not known 6 0 
Other (1) 29 2 
 
(1) 18 (62%) of the 29 clients reporting their Legal Status as ‘Other’ had a Youth Conference Order.
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ANNEX C – ADDITIONAL HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES BOA RD TABLES 
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Table HB1.   Main drug of misuse of individuals pre senting for treatment by 
gender: 2005/06 ����
 
       numbers and percentages  
 
(a) Eastern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Male Female TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  313 83 396 
Ecstasy 29 7 36 
Cocaine 65 23 88 
Crack cocaine 1 0 1 
Heroin 64 19 83 
Methadone / buprenorphine  4 1 5 
Other opiates 20 19 39 
Benzodiazepines 73 116 189 
Codeine & paracetamol  7 14 21 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 0 2 
Other stimulants 13 4 17 
Solvents 11 5 16 
Other drugs 7 8 15 
    
Total 609 299 908 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  51 28 44 
Ecstasy 5 2 4 
Cocaine 11 8 10 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 11 6 9 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 0 1 
Other opiates 3 6 4 
Benzodiazepines 12 39 21 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 5 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 2 1 2 
Solvents 2 2 2 
Other drugs 1 3 2 
    
Total 100 100 100 
 (1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB1.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  

 

(b) Northern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Male Female TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  43 7 50 
Ecstasy 5 5 10 
Cocaine 8 0 8 
Crack cocaine 1 0 1 
Heroin 32 8 40 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 0 2 
Other opiates 5 10 15 
Benzodiazepines 10 1 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  5 1 6 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 0 2 
Other stimulants 2 0 2 
Solvents 3 1 4 
Other drugs 0 2 2 
    
Total 118 35 153 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  36 20 33 
Ecstasy 4 14 7 
Cocaine 7 0 5 
Crack cocaine 1 0 1 
Heroin 27 23 26 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 0 1 
Other opiates 4 29 10 
Benzodiazepines 8 3 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  4 3 4 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 0 1 
Other stimulants 2 0 1 
Solvents 3 3 3 
Other drugs 0 6 1 
    
Total 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB1.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(c) Southern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Male Female TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  53 19 72 
Ecstasy 2 4 6 
Cocaine 12 2 14 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 23 5 28 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 0 1 
Other opiates 4 3 7 
Benzodiazepines 1 1 2 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 2 3 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 2 1 3 
Solvents 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 99 37 136 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  54 51 53 
Ecstasy 2 11 4 
Cocaine 12 5 10 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 23 14 21 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 0 1 
Other opiates 4 8 5 
Benzodiazepines 1 3 1 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 5 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 2 3 2 
Solvents 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB1.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(d) Western Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Male Female TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  154 50 204 
Ecstasy 13 5 18 
Cocaine 15 3 18 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 14 2 16 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 1 1 
Other opiates 1 0 1 
Benzodiazepines 11 9 20 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 3 5 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 4 1 5 
Other stimulants 7 8 15 
Solvents 3 0 3 
Other drugs 0 1 1 
    
Total 224 83 307 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  69 60 66 
Ecstasy 6 6 6 
Cocaine 7 4 6 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 6 2 5 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 1 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 5 11 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 4 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 1 2 
Other stimulants 3 10 5 
Solvents 1 0 1 
Other drugs 0 1 0 
    
Total 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table HB1.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(e) Prisons  
 
Main Drug (1) Male Female TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  92 7 99 
Ecstasy 10 0 10 
Cocaine 22 0 22 
Crack cocaine 2 0 2 
Heroin 6 0 6 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 9 2 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 0 1 
Other stimulants 4 0 4 
Solvents 6 1 7 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 152 10 162 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  61 70 61 
Ecstasy 7 0 6 
Cocaine 14 0 14 
Crack cocaine 1 0 1 
Heroin 4 0 4 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 6 20 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 0 1 
Other stimulants 3 0 2 
Solvents 4 10 4 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB2.   Main drug of misuse of individuals pre senting for treatment by 
age: 2005/06 
 
             numbers and percentages  
 
(a) Eastern Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years  
& over  Persons  

        
Cannabis  93 120 92 31 45 15 396 
Ecstasy 2 15 12 4 2 1 36 
Cocaine 1 11 25 22 25 4 88 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Heroin 0 0 12 26 35 10 83 
Methadone / buprenorphine 0 0 0 0 3 2 5 
Other opiates 0 1 2 9 15 12 39 
Benzodiazepines 1 5 12 6 33 132 189 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 2 4 1 9 5 21 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 
Other stimulants 0 0 3 2 9 3 17 
Solvents 10 4 1 1 0 0 16 
Other drugs 0 0 0 2 3 10 15 
        
Total 107 158 165 104 180 194 908 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
Cannabis  87 76 56 30 25 8 44 
Ecstasy 2 9 7 4 1 1 4 
Cocaine 1 7 15 21 14 2 10 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 
Heroin 0 0 7 25 19 5 9 
Methadone / buprenorphine 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 
Other opiates 0 1 1 9 8 6 4 
Benzodiazepines 1 3 7 6 18 68 21 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 1 2 1 5 3 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 0 2 2 5 2 2 
Solvents 9 3 1 1 0 0 2 
Other drugs 0 0 0 2 2 5 2 
        
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 

(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB2.   Main drug of misuse by age (continued)  
 
(b) Northern Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Persons  

        
Cannabis  8 12 12 6 11 1 50 
Ecstasy 2 4 3 0 0 1 10 
Cocaine 0 0 2 1 1 4 8 
Crack cocaine 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Heroin 0 0 14 9 15 2 40 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 1 0 1 0 2 
Other opiates 0 1 3 2 7 2 15 
Benzodiazepines 1 1 4 1 1 3 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 1 2 2 1 6 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 
Other stimulants 0 0 1 0 1 0 2 
Solvents 3 0 0 0 1 0 4 
Other drugs 0 0 0 1 1 0 2 
        
Total 14 18 42 24 41 14 153 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
Cannabis  57 67 29 25 27 7 33 
Ecstasy 14 22 7 0 0 7 7 
Cocaine 0 0 5 4 2 29 5 
Crack cocaine 0 0 2 0 0 0 1 
Heroin 0 0 33 38 37 14 26 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 2 0 2 0 1 
Other opiates 0 6 7 8 17 14 10 
Benzodiazepines 7 6 10 4 2 21 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 2 8 5 7 4 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 8 0 0 1 
Other stimulants 0 0 2 0 2 0 1 
Solvents 21 0 0 0 2 0 3 
Other drugs 0 0 0 4 2 0 1 
        
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB2.   Main drug of misuse by age (continued)  
 
(c) Southern Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Persons  

        
Cannabis  5 16 24 8 14 5 72 
Ecstasy 0 1 3 1 1 0 6 
Cocaine 0 2 2 3 6 1 14 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 3 4 8 8 5 28 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 1 0 0 0 1 
Other opiates 0 0 1 2 3 1 7 
Benzodiazepines 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 1 2 0 3 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 0 2 0 1 0 3 
Solvents 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
        
Total 5 22 37 23 35 14 136 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
Cannabis  100 73 65 35 40 36 53 
Ecstasy 0 5 8 4 3 0 4 
Cocaine 0 9 5 13 17 7 10 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 14 11 35 23 36 21 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 3 0 0 0 1 
Other opiates 0 0 3 9 9 7 5 
Benzodiazepines 0 0 0 0 0 14 1 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 4 6 0 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 0 5 0 3 0 2 
Solvents 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
        
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB2.   Main drug of misuse by age (continued)  
 
(d) Western Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Persons  

        
Cannabis  12 56 64 20 34 18 204 
Ecstasy 0 3 10 3 2 0 18 
Cocaine 0 1 4 5 8 0 18 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 1 3 7 5 0 16 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Other opiates 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 
Benzodiazepines 0 1 4 4 5 6 20 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 1 0 3 1 5 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 1 4 0 5 
Other stimulants 1 3 5 3 2 1 15 
Solvents 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
        
Total 16 65 91 45 63 27 307 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
Cannabis  75 86 70 44 54 67 66 
Ecstasy 0 5 11 7 3 0 6 
Cocaine 0 2 4 11 13 0 6 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 0 2 3 16 8 0 5 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 2 0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 0 2 4 9 8 22 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 1 0 5 4 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 2 6 0 2 
Other stimulants 6 5 5 7 3 4 5 
Solvents 19 0 0 0 0 0 1 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
        
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table HB2.   Main drug of misuse by age (continued)  
 
(e) Prisons  
 

Main Drug (1) 
15 years 
& under  

16-19 
years  

20-25 
years  

26-29 
years  

30-39 
years  

40 years 
& over  Persons  

        
Cannabis  1 52 19 9 15 3 99 
Ecstasy 0 0 3 2 5 0 10 
Cocaine 0 2 10 2 5 3 22 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 
Heroin 0 0 3 0 2 1 6 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 0 3 4 0 3 1 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Other stimulants 0 1 0 1 2 0 4 
Solvents 0 4 1 0 2 0 7 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
        
Total 1 62 40 14 36 9 162 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
Cannabis  100 84 48 64 42 33 61 
Ecstasy 0 0 8 14 14 0 6 
Cocaine 0 3 25 14 14 33 14 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 6 0 1 
Heroin 0 0 8 0 6 11 4 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 0 5 10 0 8 11 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 0 0 11 1 
Other stimulants 0 2 0 7 6 0 2 
Solvents 0 6 3 0 6 0 4 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
        
Total 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB3.   Route of administration for main drug of misuse by individuals 
presenting for treatment: 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages  
 
(a) Eastern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Inject  Oral  Smoke  Sniff  TOTAL  
       
Cannabis  1 61 332 1 395  
Ecstasy 0 36 0 0 36  
Cocaine 2 3 8 75 88  
Crack cocaine 0 0 1 0 1  
Heroin 64 0 19 0 83  
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 4 0 0 5  
Other opiates 2 35 0 0 37  
Benzodiazepines 0 189 0 0 189  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 21 0 0 21  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 0 2 0 0 2  
Other stimulants 0 12 1 4 17  
Solvents 0 0 4 12 16  
Other drugs 1 14 0 0 15  
       

Total 71 377 365 92 905 (2) 
       
       
Percentages        
       
Cannabis  0 15 84 0 100  
Ecstasy 0 100 0 0 100  
Cocaine 2 3 9 85 100  
Crack cocaine 0 0 100 0 100  
Heroin 77 0 23 0 100  
Methadone / buprenorphine  20 80 0 0 100  
Other opiates 5 95 0 0 100  
Benzodiazepines 0 100 0 0 100  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 100 0 0 100  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 0 100 0 0 100  
Other stimulants 0 71 6 24 100  
Solvents 0 0 25 75 100  
Other drugs 7 93 0 0 100  
       
Total 8 42 40 10 100  
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
 

(2) This figure excludes 3 DMD forms where the route of administration was not recorded. 
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Table HB3.   Route of administration (continued)  
 
(b) Northern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Inject  Oral  Smoke  Sniff  TOTAL 
      
Cannabis  0 1 49 0 50 
Ecstasy 0 10 0 0 10 
Cocaine 0 0 0 8 8 
Crack cocaine 0 0 1 0 1 
Heroin 31 0 9 0 40 
Methadone / buprenorphine 0 2 0 0 2 
Other opiates 0 15 0 0 15 
Benzodiazepines 0 11 0 0 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 6 0 0 6 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 2 0 0 2 
Other stimulants 0 2 0 0 2 
Solvents 0 0 2 2 4 
Other drugs 0 2 0 0 2 
      

Total 31 51 61 10 153 
      
      
      
Percentages       
      
Cannabis  0 2 98 0 100 
Ecstasy 0 100 0 0 100 
Cocaine 0 0 0 100 100 
Crack cocaine 0 0 100 0 100 
Heroin 78 0 23 0 100 
Methadone / buprenorphine 0 100 0 0 100 
Other opiates 0 100 0 0 100 
Benzodiazepines 0 100 0 0 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 100 0 0 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 100 0 0 100 
Other stimulants 0 100 0 0 100 
Solvents 0 0 50 50 100 
Other drugs 0 100 0 0 100 
      
Total 20 33 40 7 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table HB3.   Route of administration (continued)  
 
(c) Southern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Inject  Oral  Smoke  Sniff  TOTAL 
      
Cannabis  1 7 64 0 72 
Ecstasy 0 6 0 0 6 
Cocaine 0 0 3 11 14 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 10 0 18 0 28 
Methadone / buprenorphine 0 1 0 0 1 
Other opiates 0 7 0 0 7 
Benzodiazepines 0 2 0 0 2 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 3 0 0 3 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 3 0 0 3 
Solvents 0 0 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 
      
Total 11 29 85 11 136 
      
      
      
Percentages       
      
Cannabis  1 10 89 0 100 
Ecstasy 0 100 0 0 100 
Cocaine 0 0 21 79 100 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0 
Heroin 36 0 64 0 100 
Methadone / buprenorphine 0 100 0 0 100 
Other opiates 0 100 0 0 100 
Benzodiazepines 0 100 0 0 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 100 0 0 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 100 0 0 100 
Solvents 0 0 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0 
      
Total 8 21 63 8 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table HB3.   Route of administration (continued)  
 
(d) Western Board  
 
Main Drug (1) Inject  Oral  Smoke  Sniff  TOTAL  
       
Cannabis  0 52 152 0 204  
Ecstasy 0 18 0 0 18  
Cocaine 0 1 1 16 18  
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0  
Heroin 9 1 6 0 16  
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 0 0  
Other opiates 0 1 0 0 1  
Benzodiazepines 0 20 0 0 20  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 5 0 0 5  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 2 3 0 0 5  
Other stimulants 1 9 0 5 15  
Solvents 0 0 0 3 3  
Other drugs 0 1 0 0 1  
       

Total 12 111 159 24 306 (2) 
       
       
       
Percentages        
       
Cannabis  0 25 75 0 100  
Ecstasy 0 100 0 0 100  
Cocaine 0 6 6 89 100  
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 0 0  
Heroin 56 6 38 0 100  
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 0 0  
Other opiates 0 100 0 0 100  
Benzodiazepines 0 100 0 0 100  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 100 0 0 100  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 40 60 0 0 100  
Other stimulants 7 60 0 33 100  
Solvents 0 0 0 100 100  
Other drugs 0 100 0 0 100  
       
Total 4 36 52 8 100  
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
(2) This figure excludes 1 DMD forms where the route of administration was not recorded. 
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Table HB3.   Route of administration (continued)  
 
(e) Prisons  

 

Main Drug (1) Inject  Oral  Smoke  Sniff  TOTAL  
       
Cannabis  0 22 77 0 99  
Ecstasy 0 10 0 0 10  
Cocaine 0 3 4 15 22  
Crack cocaine 0 0 2 0 2  
Heroin 5 0 1 0 6  
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 0 0  
Other opiates 0 0 0 0 0  
Benzodiazepines 0 11 0 0 11  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 0 0  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 1 0 0 0 1  
Other stimulants 1 0 0 3 4  
Solvents 0 0 0 7 7  
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0  
       

Total 7 46 84 25 162  
       
       
       
Percentages        
       
Cannabis  0 22 78 0 100  
Ecstasy 0 100 0 0 100  
Cocaine 0 14 18 68 100  
Crack cocaine 0 0 100 0 100  
Heroin 83 0 17 0 100  
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 0 0 0  
Other opiates 0 0 0 0 0  
Benzodiazepines 0 100 0 0 100  
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 0 0  
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 0 0  
Amphetamines 100 0 0 0 0  
Other stimulants 25 0 0 75 100  
Solvents 0 0 0 100 100  
Other drugs 0 0 0 0 0  
       
Total 4 28 52 15 100  
  
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  



 

Statistical Bulletin 3/2006   
Statistics from the Northern Ireland Drug Misuse Database, 2005/06 October 2006   Page 59 

 

 

Table HB4.   Treatment history of individuals prese nting for treatment by main 
drug of misuse: 2005/06 

        numbers and percentages  

(a) Eastern Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
Treated 

before  
Not treated 

before  TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  62 334 396 
Ecstasy 12 24 36 
Cocaine 26 62 88 
Crack cocaine 0 1 1 
Heroin 70 13 83 
Methadone / 
buprenorphine 5 0 5 
Other opiates 18 21 39 
Benzodiazepines 14 175 189 
Codeine & paracetamol  7 14 21 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 2 2 
Other stimulants 8 9 17 
Solvents 3 13 16 
Other drugs 4 11 15 
    
Total 229 679 908 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  16 84 100 
Ecstasy 33 67 100 
Cocaine 30 70 100 
Crack cocaine 0 100 100 
Heroin 84 16 100 
Methadone / 
buprenorphine 100 0 100 
Other opiates 46 54 100 
Benzodiazepines 7 93 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  33 67 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 100 100 
Other stimulants 47 53 100 
Solvents 19 81 100 
Other drugs 27 73 100 
    
Total 25 75 100 
 

(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table HB4.   Treatment history (continued)  
 
(b) Northern Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
Treated 

before  
Not treated 

before  TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  8 42 50 
Ecstasy 1 9 10 
Cocaine 2 6 8 
Crack cocaine 1 0 1 
Heroin 28 12 40 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 0 2 
Other opiates 8 7 15 
Benzodiazepines 2 9 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 4 6 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 0 2 
Other stimulants 0 2 2 
Solvents 1 3 4 
Other drugs 0 2 2 
    
Total 57 96 153 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  16 84 100 
Ecstasy 10 90 100 
Cocaine 25 75 100 
Crack cocaine 100 0 100 
Heroin 70 30 100 
Methadone / buprenorphine  100 0 100 
Other opiates 53 47 100 
Benzodiazepines 18 82 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  33 67 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 100 0 100 
Other stimulants 0 100 100 
Solvents 25 75 100 
Other drugs 0 100 100 
    
Total 37 63 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table HB4.   Treatment history (continued)  
 
(c) Southern Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
Treated 

before  
Not treated 

before  TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  14 58 72 
Ecstasy 0 6 6 
Cocaine 3 11 14 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 16 12 28 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 0 1 
Other opiates 3 4 7 
Benzodiazepines 0 2 2 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 2 3 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 3 3 
Solvents 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 38 98 136 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  19 81 100 
Ecstasy 0 100 100 
Cocaine 21 79 100 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 57 43 100 
Methadone / buprenorphine  100 0 100 
Other opiates 43 57 100 
Benzodiazepines 0 100 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  33 67 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 0 0 
Other stimulants 0 100 100 
Solvents 0 0 0 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 28 72 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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Table HB4.   Treatment history (continued)  
 
(d) Western Board  
 

Main Drug (1) 
Treated 

before  
Not treated 

before  TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  55 149 204 
Ecstasy 6 12 18 
Cocaine 8 10 18 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 14 2 16 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 1 1 
Other opiates 1 0 1 
Benzodiazepines 12 8 20 
Codeine & paracetamol  3 2 5 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 3 5 
Other stimulants 9 6 15 
Solvents 1 2 3 
Other drugs 0 1 1 
    
Total 111 196 307 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  27 73 100 
Ecstasy 33 67 100 
Cocaine 44 56 100 
Crack cocaine 0 0 0 
Heroin 88 13 100 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 100 100 
Other opiates 100 0 100 
Benzodiazepines 60 40 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  60 40 100 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 40 60 100 
Other stimulants 60 40 100 
Solvents 33 67 100 
Other drugs 0 100 100 
    
Total 36 64 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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Table HB4.   Treatment history (continued)  
 
(e) Prisons  
 

Main Drug (1) 
Treated 

before  
Not treated 

before  TOTAL 
    
Cannabis  10 89 99 
Ecstasy 5 5 10 
Cocaine 4 18 22 
Crack cocaine 0 2 2 
Heroin 5 1 6 
Methadone / 
buprenorphine 0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 1 10 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 1 1 
Other stimulants 2 2 4 
Solvents 3 4 7 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 30 132 162 
    
    
    
Percentages     
    
Cannabis  10 90 100 
Ecstasy 50 50 100 
Cocaine 18 82 100 
Crack cocaine 0 100 100 
Heroin 83 17 100 
Methadone / 
buprenorphine 0 0 0 
Other opiates 0 0 0 
Benzodiazepines 9 91 100 
Codeine & paracetamol  0 0 0 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 0 
Amphetamines 0 100 100 
Other stimulants 50 50 100 
Solvents 43 57 100 
Other drugs 0 0 0 
    
Total 19 81 100 
  
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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ANNEX D – COMPARISON TABLES 2004/05 TO 2005/06 



TABLE TITLE PAGE 

 
Table T1 
 
 
 
Table T2 
 
 
 
Table T3 
 
 
 
Table T4 
 
 
 
 
Table T5 

Age and gender of individuals presenting for treatment: 
2004/05 and 2005/06 
 
 
Age and gender of individuals presenting for treatment by 
Health and Social Services Board Area: 2004/05 and 
2005/06 
 
Main drug of misuse of individuals presenting for treatment: 
2004/05 and 2005/06 
 
 
Main drug of misuse of individuals presenting for treatment 
by Health and Social Services Board Area: 2004/05 and 
2005/06 
 
 
Number of individuals presenting for treatment who have 
ever injected by Health and Social Services Board Area: 
2004/05 and 2005/06 

66 
 
 
 
67-71 
 
 
 
72 
 
 
 
73-77 
 
 
 
 
78 
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Table T1.   Age and gender of individuals presentin g for treatment: 2004/05 and 
2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages  
 
  2004/05(1)   2005/06(2)  
        
Age group Males  Females  Persons   Males Females  Persons  
        
15 years & under  106 34 140  105 38 143 
16-19 years 220 63 283  251 74 325 
20-25 years 343 86 429  284 91 375 
26-29 years 159 51 210  162 48 210 
30-39 years 337 86 423  272 83 355 
40 years & over 154 106 260  128 130 258 
        
Total 1,319 426 1,745 (3) 1,202 464 1,666 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
15 years & under  8 8 8  9 8 9 
16-19 years 17 15 16  21 16 20 
20-25 years 26 20 25  24 20 23 
26-29 years 12 12 12  13 10 13 
30-39 years 26 20 24  23 18 21 
40 years & over 12 25 15  11 28 15 
        
Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 
 
 

(1) Ages in 2004/05 were rounded (decimal points greater or equal than .5 were rounded up). 
(2) Ages in 2005/06 were truncated (decimal points removed). 
 
(3) This figure excludes one individual whose date of birth was not recorded.  
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Table T2.   Age and gender of individuals presentin g for treatment by Health 
and Social Services Board Area: 2004/05 and 2005/06  

              numbers and percentages  

 

 (a) Eastern Board  
 
  2004/05(1)    2005/06(2)  
Age group Males  Females  Persons   Males Females  Persons  
        
15 years & under 80 25 105  75 32 107 
16-19 years 102 32 134  120 38 158 
20-25 years 124 37 161  126 39 165 
26-29 years 71 15 86  80 24 104 
30-39 years 140 46 186  132 48 180 
40 years & over 75 64 139  76 118 194 
        
Total 592 219 811 (3) 609 299 908 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
15 years & under 14 11 13  12 11 12 
16-19 years 17 15 17  20 13 17 
20-25 years 21 17 20  21 13 18 
26-29 years 12 7 11  13 8 11 
30-39 years 24 21 23  22 16 20 
40 years & over 13 29 17  12 39 21 
        
Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 
  
 
(1) Ages in 2004/05 were rounded (decimal points greater or equal than .5 were rounded up). 
(2) Ages in 2005/06 were truncated (decimal points removed). 
 
(3) This figure excludes one individual whose date of birth was not recorded.  
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Table T2.   Age and gender (continued)  
 
(b) Northern Board  
 
  2004/05(1)    2005/06(2)  
Age group Males  Females  Persons   Males Females  Persons  
        
15 years & under 7 3 10  10 4 14 
16-19 years 13 4 17  14 4 18 
20-25 years 61 16 77  31 11 42 
26-29 years 29 11 40  19 5 24 
30-39 years 70 14 84  33 8 41 
40 years & over 19 8 27  11 3 14 
        
Total 199 56 255  118 35 153 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
15 years & under 4 5 4  8 11 9 
16-19 years 7 7 7  12 11 12 
20-25 years 31 29 30  26 31 27 
26-29 years 15 20 16  16 14 16 
30-39 years 35 25 33  28 23 27 
40 years & over 10 14 11  9 9 9 
        
Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 
  

 
(1) Ages in 2004/05 were rounded (decimal points greater or equal than .5 were rounded up). 
(2) Ages in 2005/06 were truncated (decimal points removed). 
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Table T2.   Age and gender (continued)  
 
(c) Southern Board  
 
  2004/05(1)    2005/06(2)  
Age group Males  Females  Persons   Males Females  Persons  
        
15 years & under 3 1 4  5 0 5 
16-19 years 18 3 21  10 12 22 
20-25 years 28 7 35  26 11 37 
26-29 years 14 8 22  18 5 23 
30-39 years 39 8 47  27 8 35 
40 years & over 12 4 16  13 1 14 
        
Total 114 31 145  99 37 136 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
15 years & under 3 3 3  5 0 4 
16-19 years 16 10 14  10 32 16 
20-25 years 25 23 24  26 30 27 
26-29 years 12 26 15  18 14 17 
30-39 years 34 26 32  27 22 26 
40 years & over 11 13 11  13 3 10 
        
Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 
  

 
(1) Ages in 2004/05 were rounded (decimal points greater or equal than .5 were rounded up). 
(2) Ages in 2005/06 were truncated (decimal points removed). 
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Table T2.   Age and gender (continued)  
 
(d) Western Board  
 
  2004/05(1)    2005/06(2)  
Age group Males  Females  Persons   Males Females  Persons  
        
15 years & under 16 5 21  14 2 16 
16-19 years 55 20 75  49 16 65 
20-25 years 73 21 94  63 28 91 
26-29 years 32 16 48  32 13 45 
30-39 years 64 14 78  46 17 63 
40 years & over 44 26 70  20 7 27 
        
Total 284 102 386  224 83 307 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
15 years & under 6 5 5  6 2 5 
16-19 years 19 20 19  22 19 21 
20-25 years 26 21 24  28 34 30 
26-29 years 11 16 12  14 16 15 
30-39 years 23 14 20  21 20 21 
40 years & over 15 25 18  9 8 9 
        
Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 
  

 
(1) Ages in 2004/05 were rounded (decimal points greater or equal than .5 were rounded up). 
(2) Ages in 2005/06 were truncated (decimal points removed). 
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Table T2.   Age and gender (continued)  
 
(e) Prisons  
 
  2004/05(1)    2005/06(2)  
Age group Males  Females  Persons   Males Females  Persons  
        
15 years & under 0 0 0  1 0 1 
16-19 years 32 4 36  58 4 62 
20-25 years 57 5 62  38 2 40 
26-29 years 13 1 14  13 1 14 
30-39 years 24 4 28  34 2 36 
40 years & over 4 4 8  8 1 9 
        
Total 130 18 148  152 10 162 
        
        
        
Percentages         
        
15 years & under 0 0 0  1 0 1 
16-19 years 25 22 24  38 40 38 
20-25 years 44 28 42  25 20 25 
26-29 years 10 6 9  9 10 9 
30-39 years 18 22 19  22 20 22 
40 years & over 3 22 5  5 10 6 
        
Total 100 100 100  100 100 100 
  
 
(1) Ages in 2004/05 were rounded (decimal points greater or equal than .5 were rounded up). 
(2) Ages in 2005/06 were truncated (decimal points removed). 
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Table T3.   Main drug of misuse of individuals pres enting for treatment:  
2004/05 and 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages  
 
Main Drug (1) 2004/05 2005/06 
   
Cannabis  810 821 
Ecstasy 123 80 
Cocaine 126 150 
Crack cocaine 3 4 
Heroin 237 173 
Methadone / buprenorphine  27 9 
Other opiates 96 62 
Benzodiazepines 182 233 
Codeine & paracetamol  41 35 
Other hallucinogens 1 0 
Amphetamines 19 10 
Other stimulants 25 41 
Solvents 34 30 
Other drugs 22 18 
   
Total 1,746 1,666 
   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Cannabis  46 49 
Ecstasy 7 5 
Cocaine 7 9 
Crack cocaine 0 0 
Heroin 14 10 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 1 
Other opiates 5 4 
Benzodiazepines 10 14 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 1 
Other stimulants 1 2 
Solvents 2 2 
Other drugs 1 1 
   
Total 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment. 
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Table T4.   Main drug of misuse of individuals pres enting for treatment by 
Health and Social Services Board Area: 2004/05 and 2005/06 
 
       numbers and percentages  

(a) Eastern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) 2004/05 2005/06 
   
Cannabis  390 396 
Ecstasy 53 36 
Cocaine 56 88 
Crack cocaine 2 1 
Heroin 66 83 
Methadone / buprenorphine  19 5 
Other opiates 48 39 
Benzodiazepines 112 189 
Codeine & paracetamol  20 21 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 6 2 
Other stimulants 9 17 
Solvents 18 16 
Other drugs 13 15 
   
Total 812 908 
   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Cannabis  48 44 
Ecstasy 7 4 
Cocaine 7 10 
Crack cocaine 0 0 
Heroin 8 9 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 1 
Other opiates 6 4 
Benzodiazepines 14 21 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 0 
Other stimulants 1 2 
Solvents 2 2 
Other drugs 2 2 
   
Total 100 100 
 

(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table T4.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(b) Northern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) 2004/05 2005/06 
   
Cannabis  60 50 
Ecstasy 5 10 
Cocaine 11 8 
Crack cocaine 0 1 
Heroin 123 40 
Methadone / buprenorphine  2 2 
Other opiates 18 15 
Benzodiazepines 17 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  6 6 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 7 2 
Other stimulants 4 2 
Solvents 2 4 
Other drugs 0 2 
   
Total 255 153 
   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Cannabis  24 33 
Ecstasy 2 7 
Cocaine 4 5 
Crack cocaine 0 1 
Heroin 48 26 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 1 
Other opiates 7 10 
Benzodiazepines 7 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 4 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 3 1 
Other stimulants 2 1 
Solvents 1 3 
Other drugs 0 1 
   
Total 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.  
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Table T4.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(c) Southern Board  
 
Main Drug (1) 2004/05 2005/06 
   
Cannabis  65 72 
Ecstasy 15 6 
Cocaine 17 14 
Crack cocaine 0 0 
Heroin 20 28 
Methadone / buprenorphine  5 1 
Other opiates 4 7 
Benzodiazepines 4 2 
Codeine & paracetamol  8 3 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 0 
Other stimulants 2 3 
Solvents 1 0 
Other drugs 2 0 
   
Total 145 136 
   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Cannabis  45 53 
Ecstasy 10 4 
Cocaine 12 10 
Crack cocaine 0 0 
Heroin 14 21 
Methadone / buprenorphine  3 1 
Other opiates 3 5 
Benzodiazepines 3 1 
Codeine & paracetamol  6 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 0 
Other stimulants 1 2 
Solvents 1 0 
Other drugs 1 0 
   
Total 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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Table T4.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(d) Western Board  
 
Main Drug (1) 2004/05 2005/06 
   
Cannabis  239 204 
Ecstasy 38 18 
Cocaine 15 18 
Crack cocaine 1 0 
Heroin 13 16 
Methadone / buprenorphine  1 1 
Other opiates 22 1 
Benzodiazepines 30 20 
Codeine & paracetamol  6 5 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 2 5 
Other stimulants 6 15 
Solvents 8 3 
Other drugs 5 1 
   
Total 386 307 
   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Cannabis  62 66 
Ecstasy 10 6 
Cocaine 4 6 
Crack cocaine 0 0 
Heroin 3 5 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 
Other opiates 6 0 
Benzodiazepines 8 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  2 2 
Other hallucinogens 0 0 
Amphetamines 1 2 
Other stimulants 2 5 
Solvents 2 1 
Other drugs 1 0 
   
Total 100 100 
 
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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Table T4.   Main drug of misuse (continued)  
 
(e) Prisons  
 
Main Drug (1) 2004/05 2005/06 
   
Cannabis  56 99 
Ecstasy 12 10 
Cocaine 27 22 
Crack cocaine 0 2 
Heroin 15 6 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 
Other opiates 4 0 
Benzodiazepines 19 11 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 0 
Other hallucinogens 1 0 
Amphetamines 2 1 
Other stimulants 4 4 
Solvents 5 7 
Other drugs 2 0 
   
Total 148 162 
   
   
   
Percentages    
   
Cannabis  38 61 
Ecstasy 8 6 
Cocaine 18 14 
Crack cocaine 0 1 
Heroin 10 4 
Methadone / buprenorphine  0 0 
Other opiates 3 0 
Benzodiazepines 13 7 
Codeine & paracetamol  1 0 
Other hallucinogens 1 0 
Amphetamines 1 1 
Other stimulants 3 2 
Solvents 3 4 
Other drugs 1 0 
   
Total 100 100 
  
(1) The main drug of misuse is the drug which is causing the client the most problems at the time they 
present themselves to the Agency for treatment.   
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Table T5.   Number of individuals presenting for tr eatment who have ever 
injected by Health and Social Services Board Area: 2004/05 and 2005/06 
 
                        numbers and percentages  
 
 2004/05    2005/06   
        

HSSB 

Persons 
ever 

injected  

Persons 
with 

known 
injecting 

history   HSSB 

Persons 
ever 

injected  

Persons 
with 

known 
injecting 

history  
       
Eastern 101 811  Eastern 103 907  
Northern 123 255  Northern 42 153  
Southern 27 145  Southern 22 136  
Western 32 386  Western 35 307  
       
Prisons 22 148  Prisons 10 162  
       
Total 305 1745  Total 212 1,665 (1) 

       
       
       

Percentages (2)   Percentages (2)  
       
Eastern 12   Eastern 11  
Northern 48   Northern 27  
Southern 19   Southern 16  
Western 8   Western 11  
       
Prisons 15   Prisons 6  
       
Total 17   Total 13  
  
(1) This figure excludes 1 DMD form where the injecting history was not recorded. 
  

(2) The percentage of users who have ever injected has been based on those whose injecting status is 
known, i.e. excluding those for whom the injecting status was not known.   
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