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Foreword

We welcome the publication of this second Action Plan under
“Tackling Violence at Home — A Strategy for Addressing Domestic
Violence and Abuse in Northern Ireland”.

Much has been achieved since the launch of the Strategy in October
2005 including :

. establishment and funding of a free-phone 24-hour domestic
violence helpline;

. guidelines issued to employers on the development of
workplace policy on domestic violence;

. a series of media campaigns encouraging anyone affected by

domestic violence to seek help;

However, we cannot afford to be complacent - much remains to be
done. Initiatives in the 2007/08 Plan include:

. the production of guidance documents for political
representatives; for faith communities and for agencies who
come into contact with victims of domestic violence;

. the production of a multi-agency domestic violence training
strategy and the employment of a training co-ordinator;

. to establish Domestic Homicide Reviews in Northern Ireland
and develop appropriate guidance;

. to consider proposals for an integrated family court;

. ongoing media campaign.

Victims of domestic violence and abuse need a sympathetic and
practical response and families must be given better protection and
support. We must continue to ensure that those who suffer domestic
violence and abuse are given the help they need.

We acknowledge the important work that has been done in this area over
many years by the voluntary and community sector. Indeed, partnership
and inter-agency working has been instrumental to the success of the
strategy so far.

Tackling Violence at Home




We are determined that perpetrators of domestic violence and abuse are
called to account and that proper support and services are available to all
victims. The publication of this second Action Plan is another step

towards making that happen.

Michael McGimpsey
Minister for Health, Social
Services and Public Safety

I

Caitriona Ruane
Minister for Education

Peter Robinson
Minister of Finance and Personnel

Paul Goggins
Minister of State
for Northern Ireland

Mo Gy

Margaret Ritchie
Minister for Social
Development
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