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Northern Ireland Hospital Statistics 
2003/2004 to 2008/2009 – Key Points 

 
 
This document gives details of the hospital activity at hospitals in Northern Ireland in 2008/2009, the most recent year for which figures are available and also a 
summary of changes from 2003/2004 to 2008/2009. 
 

2008/2009 – Key Points 
 
·  In 2008/2009, 551,098 inpatients were treated in NI hospitals.  Of these 371,626 (67%) were ordinary inpatients and the remaining 179,472 (33%) were 

treated as day cases.   
 
·  Overall there were 7,706 beds available with an 82% occupancy rate.   
 
·  The average length of time spent in hospital (excluding day cases) was 6.2 days.   
 
·  In 2008/2009, 1,565,497 outpatients were seen in NI hospitals. Of these 481,607 were referral attendances (31%) and the remaining 1,083,890 were 

review attendances (69%). 
 
·  Overall in 2008/2009, in 10.8% of all scheduled outpatient attendances the patient did not attend. 
 
·  The total number of attendances at NI Accident & Emergency Departments in 2008/2009 was 732,022. 
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Change: 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 – Key Points 
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the total number of discharges and deaths (all ordinary admissions leaving hospital) increased by 39,952 

(12.0%).  Over the latest year there was an increase of 1,565 (0.4%).   
 
·  Most patients prefer to have their treatment in one day, where appropriate, rather than stay in hospital overnight.  Comparing 2008/2009 with 

2003/2004, over all programmes of care, there has been an increase of 28,700 (19.0%) in the number of patients treated as day cases.  Over the latest 
year 2007/2008 to 2008/2009 there was an increase of 10,947 (6.5%).   

 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the average number of available beds decreased by 640.6 (-7.7%) for all Programmes of Care.  Over the latest 

year 2007/2008 to 2008/2009 there was a decrease of 167.1 (-2.1%).   
 
·  A measurement of the efficiency of the system is the percentage of time that a bed remains occupied.  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004, there has 

been a 1.8 percentage point decrease in the occupancy rate for all Programmes of Care.  Over the past year the occupancy rate has fallen by 0.1 of a 
percentage point. 

 
·  Another measure of efficiency is throughput.  This is a measurement of the average number of ordinary admissions treated in each available bed each 

year.  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 there was a 21.4% increase in throughput across all Programmes of Care; over the past year there was an 
increase of 2.6%.   

 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the average length of stay in hospital decreased from 7.8 days to 6.2 days (19.6%).   
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the number of outpatient attendances increased by 83,556 (5.6%).  Compared with last year, attendances 

increased by 374 (<0.1%).   
 
·  Total attendances at Accident & Emergency units in 2008/2009 showed an increase of 53,024 (7.8%) from the number recorded in 2003/2004.  

Compared with last year, attendances increased by 8,927 (1.2%).   
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Discharges and Deaths Activity 
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the total number of discharges and deaths (all ordinary admissions leaving hospital) increased by 39,952 

(12.0%).  Over the past year the number of discharges and deaths showed an increase of 1,565 (0.4%) on the previous year.  
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 at individual Programme of Care level, Acute Services saw an increase of 14.8%.   
 
 
Table 1: Discharges and Deaths 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: KH03A 
 
Note: Discharge and Death figures for the following hospitals: Daisy Hill; Ulster; Mid Ulster and Tyrone County include ambulatory care patients for specialty 420.   
 
Discharge and Death figures for Belfast City Hospital and Ulster Hospital include 34,498 and 12,792 Renal Dialysis treatments respectively. Discharge and Death Figures for Antrim Area 
Hospital include regular night Renal Dialysis treatments; however they were unable to provide the number of treatments.   

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

A ll Programmes  o f Care 331,674 337,426 342,559 358,550 370,061 371,626 0.4% 12.0%
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 258,052 263,939 269,793 286,421 295,538 296,321 0.3% 14.8%
POC 2 - M atern ity  and  Ch ild  Health 49,632 50,698 50,550 51,769 54,069 54,527 0.8% 9.9%
POC 4 - Elderly  Care 12,480 12,054 12,380 11,471 11,838 12,263 3.6% -1.7%
POC 5 - M ental Health 9,146 8,384 7,456 6,875 6,651 6,629 -0.3% -27.5%
POC 6 - Learn ing  Dis ab ility 2,364 2,351 2,380 2,014 1,965 1,886 -4.0% -20.2%
Selected  Specia lt ies w ith in  the Acu te Secto r - 
 - General Su rgery 46,390 44,598 43,554 41,878 42,507 40,738 -4.2% -12.2%
 - General M ed icine 60,542 61,273 61,495 59,614 63,383 65,671 3.6% 8.5%
 - T&O Surgery 13,327 14,879 14,905 15,863 16,391 17,663 7.8% 32.5%
 - ENT 10,059 10,220 10,584 11,243 11,647 10,436 -10.4% 3.7%
 - Oph thalmo logy 2,223 2,427 2,643 2,610 2,244 2,104 -6.2% -5.4%
 - Plas tic Surgery 3,723 2,890 2,823 2,722 2,857 2,526 -11.6% -32.2%
 - Gynaeco logy 13,277 12,793 12,979 13,194 13,027 13,046 0.1% -1.7%
Other A cu te Specialt ies 108,511 114,859 120,810 139,297143,482 144,137 0.5% 32.8%

Dis charges  and Deaths
Percentage 

Change 
2007 /08  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003 /04  - 
2008 /09
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Day Case Activity 
 
·  Most patients prefer to have their treatment in one day, where appropriate, rather than stay in hospital overnight.  Comparing 2008/09 with 2003/004 

over all programmes of care, there has been an increase of 28,700 (19.0%) in the number of patients treated as day cases.  Over the latest year 2007/2008 
to 2008/2009 there was an increase of 10,947 (6.5%).  

 
·  Day Case treatment is most applicable to the acute specialties.  The majority of activity in the acute sector occurs in the seven specialties listed. The 

specialty showing the greatest increase in the number of day cases was T&O Surgery where there has been a 71.8% increase over the five-year period.   
 
Table 2: Day Cases 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 

Source: KH03A 
 

2003/2004 2004/2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008/2009

All Programmes of Care 150,772 152,632 157,664 160,222 168,525 179,472 6.5% 19.0%
POC 1 - Acute Services 148,161 148,342 153,458 157,292 166,513 176,182 5.8% 18.9%
POC 2 - Maternity and Child Health 1,241 1,138 1,084 1,140 985 953 -3.2% -23.2%
POC 4 - Elderly Care 436 497 571 601 632 843 33.4% 93.3%
POC 5 - Mental Health 932 2,654 2,544 1,166 369 1,494 304.9% 60.3%
POC 6 - Learning Disability 2 1 7 23 26 0 -100.0% -100.0%
Selected Specialties within the Acute Sector - 
 - General Surgery 31,633 30,329 31,033 30,825 30,964 31,005 0.1% -2.0%
 - General Medicine 15,993 14,560 13,091 13,732 14,189 17,176 21.1% 7.4%
 - T&O Surgery 2,391 2,491 3,047 3,436 3,830 4,108 7.3% 71.8%
 - ENT 4,940 4,682 4,963 4,765 4,849 5,314 9.6% 7.6%
 - Ophthalmology 13,600 13,802 15,308 14,607 15,196 16,868 11.0% 24.0%
 - Plastic Surgery 2,409 2,116 1,955 1,889 2,015 2,052 1.8% -14.8%
 - Gynaecology 10,824 10,176 10,216 9,226 8,887 9,055 1.9% -16.3%
Other Acute Specialties 66,371 70,186 73,845 78,812 86,583 90,604 4.6% 36.5%

Day Cases
Percentage 

Change 
2007/08 - 
2008/09

Percentage 
Change 

2003/04 - 
2008/09
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Total Inpatient Activity  
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the total inpatient activity (all ordinary and day case admissions leaving hospital) increased by 68,652 (14.2%).  

Over the past year the number of inpatients treated showed an increase of 12,512 (2.3%) on the previous year.   
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004, all individual Programmes of Care showed an increase apart from Mental Health and Learning Disability.  The 

increases ranged from 1.5% in the Elderly Care Programme of Care to 16.3% in Acute Services Programme of Care. 
 
 
Table 3: Total Inpatient Activity 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2 0 0 3 /2 0 0 4 2 0 0 4 /2 0 0 5 2 0 0 5 /2 0 0 6 2 0 0 6 /2 0 0 7 2 0 0 7 /2 0 0 8 2 0 0 8 /20 0 9

A ll P ro g ra mme s  o f Ca re 482,446 490,058 500,223 518,772 538,586 551,098 2.3% 14.2%
PO C 1 - A c u te  Se rv ic e s 406,213 412,281 423,251 443,713 462,051 472,503 2.3% 16.3%
PO C 2 - M a te rn ity  a n d  Ch ild  H e a lth 50,873 51,836 51,634 52,909 55,054 55,480 0.8% 9.1%
PO C 4 - Eld e rly  Ca re 12,916 12,551 12,951 12,072 12,470 13,106 5.1% 1.5%
PO C 5 - M e n ta l H e a lth 10,078 11,038 10,000 8,041 7,020 8,123 15.7% -19.4%
PO C 6 - Le a rn in g  D is a b ility 2,366 2,352 2,387 2,037 1,991 1,886 -5.3% -20.3%
S e le c te d  S p e c ia l t ie s w i th in  th e  A c u te  S e c to r  - 
 - Ge n e ra l Su rg e ry 78,023 74,927 74,587 72,703 73,471 71,743 -2.4% -8.0%
 - Ge n e ra l M e d ic in e 76,535 75,833 74,586 73,346 77,572 82,847 6.8% 8.2%
 - T & O  Su rg e ry 15,718 17,370 17,952 19,299 20,221 21,771 7.7% 38.5%
 - EN T 14,999 14,902 15,547 16,008 16,496 15,750 -4.5% 5.0%
 - O p h th a lmo lo g y 15,823 16,229 17,951 17,217 17,440 18,972 8.8% 19.9%
 - P la s t ic  Su rg e ry 6,132 5,006 4,778 4,611 4,872 4,578 -6.0% -25.3%
 - Gy n a e c o lo g y 24,101 22,969 23,195 22,420 21,914 22,101 0.9% -8.3%
O th e r A c u te  Sp e c ia lt ie s 174,882 185,045 194,655 218,109230,065 234,741 2.0% 34.2%

Total  A dm is s ions
P e r c e n tag e  

C hang e  
2 0 0 7 /0 8  - 
2 0 0 8 /0 9

P e r c e n tag e  
C hang e  

2 0 0 3 /0 4  - 
2 0 0 8 /0 9

 
Source: KH03A 
 
Note: Discharge and Death figures for the following hospitals: Daisy Hill; Ulster; Mid Ulster and Tyrone County include ambulatory care patients for specialty 420.   
 
Discharge and Death figures for Belfast City Hospital and Ulster Hospital include 34,498 and 12,792 Renal Dialysis treatments respectively. Discharge and Death Figures for Antrim Area 
Hospital include regular night Renal Dialysis treatments; however they were unable to provide the number of treatments.   
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Day Case Rates 
 
·  Day Case treatment is most applicable to the acute specialties.  In most of the acute specialties listed the percentage of day cases has been increasing 

steadily from 2003/2004 to 2008/2009.  The greatest increase was in Plastic Surgery where there has been a 5.5 percentage point increase over the five-
year period.   

 
Table 4: Percentage Day Cases 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

A ll Prog rammes  o f Care 31.3% 31.1% 31.5% 30.9% 31.3% 32.6% 1.3 1.3
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 36.5% 36.0% 36.3% 35.4% 36.0% 37.3% 1.2 0.8
POC 2 - M atern ity  and  Ch ild  Health 2.4% 2.2% 2.1% 2.2% 1.8% 1.7% -0.1 -0.7
POC 4 - Elderly  Care 3.4% 4.0% 4.4% 5.0% 5.1% 6.4% 1.4 3.1
POC 5 - M en tal Health 9.2% 24.0% 25.4% 14.5% 5.3% 18.4% 13.1 9.1
POC 6 - Learn ing  Dis ab ility 0.1% 0.0% 0.3% 1.1% 1.3% 0.0% -1.3 -0.1
Selected  Specia lt ies w ith in  the Acu te Secto r - 
 - General Surgery 40.5% 40.5% 41.6% 42.4% 42.1% 43.2% 1.1 2.7
 - General M ed icine 20.9% 19.2% 17.6% 18.7% 18.3% 20.7% 2.4 -0.2
 - T&O Su rgery 15.2% 14.3% 17.0% 17.8% 18.9% 18.9% -0.1 3.7
 - ENT 32.9% 31.4% 31.9% 29.8% 29.4% 33.7% 4.3 0.8
 - Ophthalmo logy 86.0% 85.0% 85.3% 84.8% 87.1% 88.9% 1.8 3.0
 - Plas tic Su rgery 39.3% 42.3% 40.9% 41.0% 41.4% 44.8% 3.5 5.5
 - Gynaeco logy 44.9% 44.3% 44.0% 41.2% 40.6% 41.0% 0.4 -3.9
Other A cu te Specialt ies 38.0% 37.9% 37.9% 36.1% 37.6% 38.6% 1.0 0.6

Percentage Day Cas es
Percentage 

Change 
2007 /08  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003 /04  - 
2008 /09

 
Source: KH03A 
 
Note: Percentages and percentage points are shown rounded to one decimal point.  Percentage changes and percentage point changes are calculated using un-rounded numbers.   
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Bed Availability  
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the average number of available beds decreased by 640.6 (-7.7%) for all Programmes of Care.   
 
·  Over the past year there has been a 2.1% decrease in available beds across all Programmes of Care.  All individual Programmes of Care showed a 

decrease except for Maternity and Child Health.   
 
Table 5: Average Available Beds 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

A ll Programmes  o f Care 8,346.6 8,322.8 8,237.6 8,048.5 7,873.1 7,706.0 -2.1% -7.7%
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 4,396.3 4,473.3 4,457.1 4,439.1 4,438.6 4,369.5 -1.6% -0.6%
POC 2 - M atern ity  and  Ch ild  Health 670.4 662.9 659.0 621.4 596.5 599.7 0.5% -10.5%
POC 4 - Elderly  Care 1,532.3 1,500.9 1,473.8 1,391.8 1,317.5 1,259.0 -4.4% -17.8%
POC 5 - M ental Health 1,162.1 1,127.2 1,110.2 1,078.7 1,054.5 1,029.3 -2.4% -11.4%
POC 6 - Learn ing  Dis ab ility 585.5 558.6 537.5 517.6 466.0 448.5 -3.7% -23.4%
Selected  Specia lt ies w ith in  the Acu te Secto r - 
 - General Su rgery 821.8 812.3 798.7 753.2 743.7 686.6 -7.7% -16.5%
 - General M ed icine 1,391.4 1,428.1 1,449.4 1,444.8 1,430.8 1,443.6 0.9% 3.8%
 - T&O Surgery 328.5 359.3 343.8 356.6 356.1 358.8 0.7% 9.2%
 - ENT 87.8 86.6 94.2 98.2 102.2 95.5 -6.6% 8.7%
 - Oph thalmo logy 16.0 15.7 17.6 18.2 19.0 18.5 -2.8% 15.2%
 - Plas tic Surgery 48.6 44.0 44.1 41.5 43.6 35.6 -18.3% -26.8%
 - Gynaeco logy 162.1 154.3 150.0 145.8 143.7 137.5 -4.3% -15.1%
Other A cu te Specialt ies 1,539.9 1,573.0 1,559.3 1,580.9 1,599.4 1,593.3 -0.4% 3.5%

Average Available Beds
Percentage 

Change 
2007 /08  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003 /04  - 
2008 /09

 
Source: KH03A 
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Bed Occupancy 
 
·  A measurement of the efficiency of the system is the percentage of time that a bed remains occupied.  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 there has 

been a 1.8 percentage point decrease in the occupancy rate for all Programmes of Care.   
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the Acute Services Programme of Care saw a decrease in their occupancy rate of 1.5 percentage points. 
 
Table 6: Percentage Occupancy 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

A ll Prog rammes  o f Care 84.1% 84.2% 83.6% 83.2% 82.5% 82.3% -0.1 -1.8
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 83.2% 83.0% 83.2% 82.2% 80.6% 81.7% 1.1 -1.5
POC 2 - M atern ity  and  Ch ild  Health 63.8% 63.5% 61.4% 63.5% 65.0% 62.9% -2.1 -0.9
POC 4 - Elderly  Care 89.7% 89.8% 89.6% 88.5% 84.6% 82.6% -2.1 -7.1
POC 5 - M en tal Health 88.2% 89.1% 87.8% 90.1% 93.4% 92.3% -1.1 4.2
POC 6 - Learn ing  Dis ab ility 92.4% 92.3% 88.3% 85.9% 92.1% 90.9% -1.2 -1.5
Selected  Specia lt ies w ith in  the Acu te Secto r - 
 - General Surgery 85.5% 84.0% 82.9% 82.1% 80.0% 80.7% 0.7 -4.7
 - General M ed icine 94.1% 93.1% 92.6% 92.2% 90.0% 89.9% -0.1 -4.2
 - T&O Su rgery 84.3% 84.8% 85.4% 84.9% 80.9% 82.4% 1.5 -1.8
 - ENT 58.3% 58.0% 56.4% 57.9% 56.1% 56.6% 0.5 -1.7
 - Ophthalmo logy 67.4% 71.9% 67.5% 60.5% 55.3% 55.1% -0.1 -12.3
 - Plas tic Su rgery 80.0% 75.1% 73.1% 68.2% 64.0% 67.7% 3.7 -12.3
 - Gynaeco logy 71.0% 72.8% 74.1% 72.1% 66.9% 67.3% 0.4 -3.7
Other A cu te Specialt ies 74.7% 75.7% 77.2% 75.6% 75.8% 77.8% 2.0 3.1

Percentage Occupancy
Percentage 

Change 
2003 /04  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003 /04  - 
2008 /09

 
Source: KH03A 
 
Note: Percentages and percentage points are shown rounded to one decimal point.  Percentage changes and percentage point changes are calculated using un-rounded numbers. 
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Throughput per Bed 
 
·  Another measure of efficiency is throughput.  This is a measurement of the average number of ordinary admissions treated in each available bed each 

year.  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 there was a 21.4% increase in throughput across all Programmes of Care. Over the past year there was an 
increase of 2.6%. 

 
·  At individual Programmes of Care level during the last year the increases in throughput ranged from 0.3% in the Maternity and Child Health Programme 

of Care to 8.4% for the Elderly Care Programme of Care.  The Learning Disability Programme of Care showed a decrease in throughput of 0.3%. 
 
Table 7: Throughput 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

A ll Programmes  o f Care 39.7 40.5 41.6 44.5 47.0 48.2 2.6% 21.4%
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 58.7 59.0 60.5 64.5 66.6 67.8 1.9% 15.5%
POC 2 - M atern ity  and  Ch ild  Health 74.0 76.5 76.7 83.3 90.6 90.9 0.3% 22.8%
POC 4 - Elderly  Care 8.1 8.0 8.4 8.2 9.0 9.7 8.4% 19.6%
POC 5 - M ental Health 7.9 7.4 6.7 6.4 6.3 6.4 2.1% -18.2%
POC 6 - Learn ing  Dis ab ility 4.0 4.2 4.4 3.9 4.2 4.2 -0.3% 4.2%
Selected  Specia lt ies w ith in  the Acu te Secto r - 
 - General Su rgery 56.4 54.9 54.5 55.6 57.2 59.3 3.8% 5.1%
 - General M ed icine 43.5 42.9 42.4 41.3 44.3 45.5 2.7% 4.5%
 - T&O Surgery 40.6 41.4 43.4 44.5 46.0 49.2 7.0% 21.3%
 - ENT 114.5 118.0 112.3 114.5 114.0 109.3 -4.1% -4.6%
 - Oph thalmo logy 138.8 154.7 149.9 143.7 118.1 114.0 -3.5% -17.9%
 - Plas tic Surgery 76.5 65.6 64.0 65.6 65.5 70.9 8.2% -7.4%
 - Gynaeco logy 81.9 82.9 86.5 90.5 90.6 94.8 4.7% 15.8%
Other A cu te Specialt ies 70.5 73.0 77.5 88.1 89.7 90.5 0.8% 28.4%

Throughput
Percentage 

Change 
2007 /08  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003 /04  - 
2008 /09

 
Source: KH03A 
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Average Length of Stay 
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the average length of stay in hospital decreased from 7.8 days to 6.2 days (-19.6%). 
 
·  The Mental Health Programme of Care showed an increase of 28.0%, in the average length of stay over the five-year period.  All other Programmes of 

Care showed a decrease.   
 
Table 8: Average Length of Stay 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

A ll Programmes  o f Care 7.8 7.6 7.3 6.8 6.4 6.2 -3.0% -19.6%
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 5.2 5.1 5.0 4.7 4.4 4.4 -0.5% -15.0%
POC 2 - M atern ity  and  Ch ild  Health 3.1 3.0 2.9 2.8 2.6 2.5 -3.5% -19.7%
POC 4 - Elderly  Care 40.2 40.8 38.9 39.2 34.4 30.9 -10.0% -23.0%
POC 5 - M ental Health 40.9 43.7 47.7 51.6 54.1 52.3 -3.2% 28.0%
POC 6 - Learn ing  Dis ab ility 83.6 80.1 72.8 80.6 79.7 78.9 -1.0% -5.5%
Selected  Specia lt ies w ith in  the Acu te Secto r - 
 - General Su rgery 5.5 5.6 5.5 5.4 5.1 5.0 -2.8% -10.1%
 - General M ed icine 7.9 7.9 8.0 8.2 7.4 7.2 -2.7% -8.6%
 - T&O Surgery 7.6 7.5 7.2 7.0 6.4 6.1 -4.7% -19.4%
 - ENT 1.9 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.8 1.9 5.3% 1.8%
 - Oph thalmo logy 1.8 1.7 1.6 1.5 1.7 1.8 3.4% -0.4%
 - Plas tic Surgery 3.8 4.2 4.2 3.8 3.6 3.5 -2.2% -8.7%
 - Gynaeco logy 3.2 3.2 3.1 2.9 2.7 2.6 -3.9% -18.1%
Other A cu te Specialt ies 3.9 3.8 3.6 3.1 3.1 3.1 1.8% -18.9%

Average Leng th of S tay
Percentage 

Change 
2007 /08  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003 /04  - 
2008 /09

 
Source: KH03A 
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Outpatient Attendances 
 
·  Comparing 2008/2009 with 2003/2004 the number of outpatient attendances increased by 83,556 (5.6%).   
 
·  Over the past year there has been an increase of 374 (<0.1%) in the number of outpatient attendances.  There were decreases in three Programmes of 

Care.   Maternity and Child Health attendances decreased by 1.9%, Elderly Care attendances decreased by 15.0% and Mental Health attendances 
decreased by 60.1%.  The decrease in Elderly Care and Mental Health attendances is largely due to the reclassification of a number of services to a non 
consultant led model of service provision during 2008/09. 

 
Table 9: Outpatient Attendances 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2 0 0 3 /2 0 0 4 2 0 0 4 /2 0 0 5 2 0 0 5 /2 0 0 6 2 0 0 6 /2 0 0 7 2 0 0 7 /2 0 0 8 2 0 0 8 /20 0 9

A ll Pro g rammes  o f Care 1,481,941 1,484,877 1,520,335 1,523,672 1,565,123 1,565,497 0.0% 5.6%
POC 1 - A cu te Serv ices 1,252,896 1,254,287 1,281,622 1,273,213 1,305,805 1,375,911 5.4% 9.8%
POC 2 - M atern ity  an d  Ch ild  Health 109,190 107,133 108,756 111,891 113,786 111,646 -1.9% 2.2%
POC 4 - Eld erly  Care 26,375 28,278 33,525 35,205 36,911 31,374 -15.0% 19.0%
POC 5 - M en ta l Health 88,221 89,806 91,329 98,247 103,713 41,377 -60.1% -53.1%
POC 6 - Learn in g  Dis ab ility 5,259 5,373 5,103 5,116 4,908 5,189 5.7% -1.3%
S elected  S p ec ia lt ies w ith in  th e Acu te S ecto r - 
 - Gen era l Su rg ery 154,651 145,044 145,875 146,335 147,023 147,357 0.2% -4.7%
 - Gen era l M ed ic in e 109,424 107,347 110,335 111,205 109,718 108,144 -1.4% -1.2%
 - T& O Su rg ery 131,023 133,622 141,981 149,860 150,300 142,913 -4.9% 9.1%
 - ENT 87,172 85,807 86,473 90,012 92,820 103,059 11.0% 18.2%
 - Op h th a lmo lo g y 96,742 103,745 106,366 105,944 106,525 113,029 6.1% 16.8%
 - Plas t ic  Su rg ery 23,731 18,426 18,256 15,631 16,396 15,378 -6.2% -35.2%
 - Gy n aeco lo g y 89,705 87,455 89,544 89,811 94,906 97,672 2.9% 8.9%
Oth er A cu te Sp ec ia lt ies 560,448 572,841 582,792 564,415588,117 648,359 10.2% 15.7%

Outpatient Attendances
Percentag e 

Chang e 
2 0 0 7 /0 8  - 
2 0 0 8 /0 9

Percentag e 
Chang e 

2 0 0 3 /0 4  - 
2 0 0 8 /0 9

 
Source: QOAR 
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Accident and Emergency Attendances 
 
·  Total attendances at Accident and Emergency Units in 2008/2009 showed an increase of 53,024 (7.8%) over the number of attendances recorded in 

2003/2004.  Over the past year there has been an increase of 1.2% in the number of Accident and Emergency Attendances.   
 
·  Over the five year period there was an 11.3% increase in first attendances but a 20.8% decrease in follow-up attendances.  
 
  
 
Table 10: Attendances at Accident and Emergency Units 2003/2004 to 2008/2009 
 

2003 /2004 2004 /2005 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 2008 /2009

Total A ttendances 678,998 690,386 698,937 709,326 723,095 732,022 1.2% 7.8%
Firs t A ttendances 605,001 619,289 626,994 638,464 655,539 673,447 2.7% 11.3%
Follow-up  A ttendances 73,997 71,097 71,943 70,862 67,556 58,575 -13.3% -20.8%

Number of Accident and Emergency Attendances
Percentage 

Change 
2007/08  - 
2008 /09

Percentage 
Change 

2003/04  - 
2008 /09

 
Source: KH09 
 
  
 


