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Dear Colleague

NPSA Patient Safety Alert 21 — Safer Practice with Epidural Injections and
Infusions

In April 2008 we issued Addendum 1/08 to Circular HSC (SQSD) 28/2007 relating to
Safer Practice with Epidural Injections and Infusions which included the Regional
Working Group’s recommendations for implementation in Northern Ireland.

Following a query the Regional Working Group has now updated these
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recommendations to clarify its advice in respect of labelling. Addendum 1/08 indicates
that ‘/ntravenous drug labels must not be yellow in colour. This recommendation
relates to the colour of additive labels that are attached to infusion bags and syringes
following preparation of an infusion and not the labelling on induction agents used in
anaesthetics.

Where additive labels are also in use for other routes of infusion, for example,
subcutaneous infusions, these also must not be yellow in colour. The Regional
Working Group also recommend that Trusts must consider the use of another colour
(i.e. grey) for labelling of other infusion systems for delivery of local anaesthetic drugs.
The revised recommendations are attached.

It is important to clarify that labels used as part of the International Colour Coding
System for Syringe Labelling recommended by the Councils of the Royal College of
Anaesthetists, the Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland, the Faculty
of Accident and Emergency Medicine and the Intensive Care Society are not additive
labels and are unaffected by this recommendation.

Finally, may we take this opportunity to again acknowledge the contribution of the

Regional Working Group to this important aspect of patient safety and the importance
attached to implementation of the recommended actions.

Yours sincerely
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DrJP Livingstone Dr Norman C Morrow
Safety, Quality and Standards Chief Pharmaceutical Officer
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