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Dear Colleagues       
 
Technology Appraisal TA 124 – Pemetrexed for Non-small Cell Lung Cancer 
 
DHSSPS advises that this appraisal guidance is valid for Northern Ireland and endorses it for 
implementation in HSC. 
 
Pemetrexed is not recommended for the treatment of locally advanced or metastatic non-
small-cell lung cancer. 
 
The full NICE technology appraisal is available for download at: 



  

http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11823 
 
The HSC sector also should note that; 
 

1. People currently receiving pemetrexed should have the option to continue therapy 
until they and their clinicians consider it appropriate to stop. 

 
2. NICE have concluded that pemetrexed would not be a cost-effective use of NHS 

resources when compared with either docetaxel or best supportive care. After 
considering all the evidence available, NICE concluded that pemetrexed could not be 
recommended for the treatment of locally advanced or metastatic non-small cell lung 
cancer. 

 
3. The Department expects HSC organisations to comply with the NICE guidance with 

immediate effect. NICE has developed tools to help organisations implement this 
guidance.  These are available at 
http://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/index.jsp?action=byID&o=11823 and include a 
costing statement and audit criteria to monitor local practice.  

 
Circular HSS (PPMD) (NICE)01/006 issued on 30 June 2006 provides further information on 
the Northern Ireland process for reviewing NICE guidance and further details on the local 
status of the Institute’s guidance.  This circular can be accessed at: 
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/nice_guidance_01-06.pdf 
 

 
 
 
DR MICHAEL MCBRIDE 
Chief Medical Officer 


