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Dear Colleague

RECALL OF VIRACEPT (NELFINAVIR) DUE TO CONTAMINATION

| have been alerted with respect to the immediate recall of Viracept by the
manufacturer Roche due to a contaminant ethyl mesylate, a genotoxic/carcinogenic
agent. Viracept is authorised for treatment of HIV-1 infected adults, adolescents and
children of 3 years of age and older.

| attach Professor Kent Woods’ letter which outlines the key issues relating to the
management of patients taking this drug, as well as the Drug Alert issued by the
Chief Pharmaceutical Officer and Q and A’s.

Yours sincerely
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DR MICHAEL MCBRIDE
Chief Medical Officer

cc: Chief Pharmaceutical Officer
Chief Nursing Officer
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® This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet which can °
be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through the HPSS Web at o

e http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS. o
°
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