
   

 

From the Chief Medical Officer 

Dr Michael McBride 

 
 
 
HSS(MD)27/2010 
 
 

Members of the Swine Flu Programme Board 
Chief Executive of HSC Board – (for distribution to 
 relevant staff)  
Family Practitioner Services Leads – (for cascade to 
 Out of  Hours Services) 
All General Practitioners (including GP Locums) – (for 
 onward distribution to practice staff) 
Chief Executive, Public Health Agency - (for onward 
 distribution to relevant staff) 
All Community Pharmacists 
Chief Executives of HSC Trusts (for onward 
 distribution to relevant staff) 
Chief Executive, RQIA – (for onward transmission to 
 all independent providers including 
 independent hospitals) 
Regional Pharmaceutical Procurement Service 
Chief Officer, CCaNNI 
Mr Calum McDonald, NIPS Healthcare Lead 

 

Castle Buildings 
Stormont Estate 
Belfast BT4 3SQ 
Tel:  028 9052 0563 
Fax:  028 9052 0574 
Email:  michael.mcbride@dhsspsni.gov.uk 

 
 
Your Ref:  
Our Ref: HSS(MD)27/2010 
Date: 20 July 2010 
 

 
Dear Colleague 
 
THE 2009 INFLUENZA PANDEMIC  

 
The Independent Review of the UK Response to the 2009 Influenza Pandemic, led by Dame 
Deidre Hine, was published on Thursday 1 July.  This review focuses on the UK-wide 
strategy used to manage the consequences of the pandemic, but not the operational 
aspects of the response.  Dame Deirdre reports that the response to the 2009 pandemic was 
‘proportionate and effective’.  In addition, she commends the ‘dedication and 
professionalism’ of Health and Social Care staff throughout the UK in delivering a ‘highly 
satisfactory’ response.  The report can be accessed on the DHSSPS website at: 
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/the2009influenzapandemic_acc.pdf  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to reiterate this commendation and thank all those whose 
efforts ensured that the HSC coped with the ‘swine flu’ pandemic.  You continued to deliver 
high quality care to all patients and this was achieved through your leadership, dedication 
and hard work.  This achievement is all the more impressive given the relative infancy of the 
post-RPA structures. 

 
Although no new pandemic influenza cases have been reported in Northern Ireland since 
February, pandemic H1N1 vaccine continues to be given to people at high risk of severe 
disease, as this virus has not gone away.  It is possible the virus or a drifted strain may 



   

circulate again, possibly as part of this winter’s seasonal flu.  To protect against this 
possibility, antigen against the H1N1 pandemic virus is included in the 2010/11 seasonal flu 
vaccine and the annual vaccination programme will be implemented as usual at the 
beginning of October.  The risk remains that we might have another pandemic in the future 
therefore we will continue to plan accordingly for that possibility. 
 
As part of learning from swine flu, an operational report has also been published from the 
Swine Flu Critical Care clinical group and can be accessed below:  
 

• http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/sfcccg.pdf 
 

This report builds on the work done to increase critical care capacity during the swine flu 
response and incorporates key learning points for future surge planning. 
 
In addition, the Department is completing an overview of the Northern Ireland response to 
the pandemic, and a final report should be available before the end of the summer. 
 
Once again, thank you all for your efforts and commitment to co-ordinate and deliver the 
pandemic response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
__________________          
Dr M McBride      

Chief Medical Officer  

 
Cc Dr B Dunn, Chair, GPS, BMA 

Prescribing Advisers, HSC Trusts 
Regional Drug and Poisons Information Service 
Mr Desie Bannon, SEHSCT (NI Prison Service) 
Universities Student Health Services 
NICS Occupational Health 
Mr P Tiffney, Movianto Ireland 
Chief Executive Patient and Client Council 
Chief Executive, Postgraduate Dean, NIMDTA 
Regional Medicines Information Service 
Prof P Johnston, Dean of Medical School at QUB 
Heads of Occupational Health at QUB and UU 
Prof L Johnston, Head of Nursing & Midwifery, QUB 
Prof H McKenna, Head of Life & Health Sciences, UU 
Dr O Barr, Head of School of Nursing, UU 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet which can 

be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through the HPSS Web at 

http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS. 


