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Dear Colleague
GUIDANCE ON THE TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY IN NORTHERN IRELAND

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the withdrawal of the Department’s interim
Guidance on the Termination of Pregnancy published in February 2010.

As you will be aware, this interim Guidance was published in February 2010 and omitted
sections on conscientious objection and counselling following a Judicial Review decision
in November 2009.

The Department has now redrafted the sections on counselling and conscientious
objection and has issued revised Guidance for consultation. You will receive notice of
this in separate correspondence. Final Guidance on the Termination of Pregnancy: The
Law and Clinical Practice in Northern Ireland will be published by the Department in due
course.

Yours sincerely
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DR ELIZABETH MITCHELL
Deputy Chief Medical Officer
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cc

Chief Executive, Patient and Client Council

Dr P McGarry, Royal College Psychiatrists

Dr J Johnston, Royal College of General Practitioners

Dr P Fogarty, Royal College Obstetrics & Gynaecology

Professor P Johnston, Dean, Head of School of Medicine, Dentistry & Biomedical
Sciences QUB

Dr T McMurray, NIMDTA

Dr C Loughrey, NIMDTA

Professor H McKenna, Dean of Health Sciences, UU

Professor L Johnston, Head of School of Nursing & Midwifery, QUB
Mrs F McMurray, Chief Executive, NIPEC

Ms J Smyth, RCN

Ms B Hughes, RCM

Mrs M Devlin, Beeches Management Centre

Mrs V Wallace, LSAMO

Ms M Nesbitt, Northern Education and Development Consortium

® This letter is available at www. dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet which can

: be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through the HPSS Web at
e http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS.
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