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We wrote to you in April 2007 (HSS(MD)10/2007) about the recommendations of the expert
working group on the prevention of venous thromboembolism (VTE) in hospitalised patients.
One of the main recommendations was that medical patients should, as part of a risk
assessment, be considered for thromboprophylaxis measures. A smaller national
implementation working group was set up to take this forward and their VTE risk assessment

has now been made available.

It is based on known risk factors from existing guidance and evidence, and it is intended for use
on hospitalised patients, having the potential to prevent avoidable deaths from VTE. The risk

assessment is available to download at www.dh.gov.uk/vie

We strongly commend the use of VTE risk assessment and clinicians may find this particular

tool helpful.

Yours sincerely
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Dr Michael McBride
Chief Medical Officer
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Mr Martin Bradley
Chief Nursing Officer

This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet .
which can be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through :

: the HPSS Web at http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS. :
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