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Dear Colleague
CERVARIX HPV VACCINE: Quarantine of Batch No: AHPVA043BB

You will have heard of the tragic news that a 14-year-old girl was taken ill at a school in
Coventry shortly after receiving the HPV vaccine, and later died. No link can be made
between the death and the vaccine until all the facts are known and a post-mortem takes
place.

As a purely precautionary measure, it is important that all stocks of Cervarix vaccine from the
above batch are quarantined until the above incident has been fully investigated. This needs
to be done with immediate effect. This action is supported by the MHRA.

For information Northern Ireland received 10, 806 doses of this batch in May 2009. All of this
stock has been issued to Trust pharmacies and we have requested Trusts to quarantine this
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batch. GP practices are also requested to quarantine any stock with this batch number and
await further instruction regarding potential recall if required.

It is essential that Trusts inform school nurses of this action immediately to ensure they do
not use any more vaccine from this batch.

We will inform you of the results of the batch testing as soon as they are known.

The HPV vaccination programme will continue. Further stocks of HPV vaccine from different
batches can be ordered in the usual way.

Yours sincerely

.~/ﬁ’uwf¢m£ %""\ CZ&U}?/\L

A3 ZWM?

DR M MCBRIDE DR N MORROW MR M BRADLEY
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® This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet which can
: be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through the HPSS Web at
o http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS.
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