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NEW GUIDANCE FROM THE ACDP TSE WORKING GROUP - MANAGING CJD/VCJD IN
OPTHALMOLOGY

As part of its remit, the ACDP TSE Working Group produced the guidance document “Transmissible
spongiform encephalopathy agents: safe working and the prevention of infection.” The aim of the
guidance is the minimisation of the risk of transmission of CJD and vCJD. The current guidance was
published in June 2003. The guidance has evolved in the years since, with new annexes being added
and current guidance being updated as further scientific information becomes available, or new policy
decisions need to be reflected.

NICE Guidance

In 2007, the Department endorsed the NICE Interventional Procedure Guidance 196 on the reduction
of risk of transmission of CJD via interventional procedures and asked HSC Trusts providing
neurosurgery and eye surgery to develop arrangements to implement this guidance. (See
HSS(MD)12/2007 http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/hss-md-12-2007.pdf )
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New ACDP Guidance

The ACDP TSE Working Group has now published new guidance on ophthalmology and CJD/vCJD.
This new guidance, "Annex L - Managing CJD/vCJD risk in ophthalmology", is available on the DH
website at:http://www.dh.gov.uk/ab/ACDP/TSEguidance/index.htm

The purpose of this latest document is to consolidate and update the available guidance and offer
pragmatic solutions to aid implementation of such guidance. This new guidance includes clarification
of the definition of anterior and posterior segment eye surgery and of the risk of iatrogenic
transmission of CJD/vCJD. The section on cleaning and decontamination provides new generic
information for eye units with regard to cleaning and decontamination of ophthalmic surgical
instruments. It recommends that a local level policy should be put in place to ensure that all patients
with or at increased risk of CJD/vCID are identified before ophthalmic surgery to allow the
appropriate infection controls to be followed.

Should you have any queries on the information contained in the Annex please contact Dr. Delia Skan
on delia.skan @detini.gov.uk or on telephone number 02890 408004.

Yours sincerely
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Dr M McBride
Chief Medical Officer
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o http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS.
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