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 06 June 2008 
 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
HANDLING CHARGES FOR BLOOD AND BLOOD DERIVATIVES SU PPLIED TO 
NON-HEALTH SERVICE HOSPITALS 
 
SUMMARY 
 
1. This circular revises from 9 June 2008 the scale of handling charges for blood and its 

derivatives.  The charges have been designed to reflect current costs and are designed 
to recover in full the costs incurred in supplying them to non-Health Service hospitals.  
Copies of the Determination, made under Article 10 of the Health and Personal Social 
Services (NI) Order 1972, are available on request from the Department. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
2. It has always been the policy of the Health Service to meet non-Health Service 

hospitals’ reasonable requests for blood and certain blood derivatives which are not 
available commercially in Northern Ireland and such requests should continue to be 
met according to availability and clinical need.  However, in accordance with the 
policy that economic charges should be made for Health Service facilities offered to 
non-Health Service hospitals, all non-Health Service hospitals receiving blood or its 
derivations should meet, in full, the costs incurred by the Health Service in providing 
such materials.  This principle will also apply to private patients receiving treatment 
in Health Service hospitals, but under the arrangements described in paragraph 8. 

 
3. A list of charges is set out in the attached Schedule.  IT IS STRESSED THAT THE 

CHARGES DO NOT INCLUDE ANY ELEMENT FOR THE BLOOD ITSELF 
WHICH OF COURSE IS DONATED FREE OF CHARGE TO THE NORTHERN 
IRELAND BLOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE FOR USE WHERE IT IS 
NEEDED. 

 
SCOPE OF THE CHARGES 
 
4. The charges have been individually calculated to cover in full the costs of collection, 

testing, processing, travelling and transport of each item prior to supply to the non-
Health Service hospital.  Additional charges should only be made in exceptional 
circumstances.  The charges do not cover any additional work undertaken by the 
Health Service such as cross-matching. 

 
CHARGING ARRANGEMENTS 
 
5. The arrangements for the supply of blood and derivatives by hospital blood banks or 

the Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service to non-Health Service hospitals are a 
matter for Health and Social Services Boards/Trusts.  Boards/Trusts should ensure 
that proper accounting procedures exist to enable prompt and efficient charging of 
materials supplied.  The requirements of Good Manufacturing Practice and the 
Consumer Protection Act make it unreasonable to expect Health Service 
haematologists to take responsibility for any blood which has been out of their 
control.  Accordingly credit for returned units should not be given except where the 
same Health Service haematologist is responsible for blood storage in both the non-
Health Service hospital and the Health Service hospital blood bank.  In such 



circumstances credit should be given for usable in-dated units returned to the Health 
Service hospital blood bank, provided that the non-Health Service hospitals’ storage 
facilities were in accordance with the guidelines formally agreed by the Health 
Service haematologist.  No charge should be made for the supply of blood or blood 
derivatives used in the treatment of Health Service patients in private hospitals. 

 
CONDITIONS OF SUPPLY 
 
6. HSS Boards/Trusts should make it a condition of supply that: 
 

a. the non-Health Service hospital is not to make a profit on materials supplied; 
and 

 
b.        any unused blood or derivatives should be returned by prior arrangements to              

     the hospital blood bank to arrange disposal and for essential record-keeping. 
 
BLOOD DERIVATIVES 
 
7. Although the list of charges in the attached Schedule includes Health Service 

manufactured blood derivatives, Boards/Trusts are asked to note that requests 
received from non-Health Service hospitals for blood derivatives in which the Health 
Service is not self-sufficient and which are readily available commercially should 
continue to be met only in exceptional circumstances.  In case of doubt the Chief 
Executive of the Northern Ireland Blood Transfusion Service will advise on the 
availability of commercially manufactured products. 

 
PRIVATE PATIENTS IN HEALTH SERVICE HOSPITALS 
 
8. An element to cover blood-handling costs is incorporated as appropriate in the 

charges for private patients. 
 
VALUE ADDED TAX 
 
9. These charges are outside the scope of Value Added Tax. 
 
TREATMENT OF INCOME 
 
10. Income from this source will form part of statutory income and will be retained along 

with all other income by Boards/Trusts. 
 
IMPLEMENTATION DATE 
 
11. These charges should be applied to any blood or derivatives on or after                       

9 June 2008.  They will be subject to review each financial year. 
 
 
 
ACTION BY HSS BOARDS/TRUSTS 
 
12. HSS Boards/Trusts are asked to: 
 

(i) bring the provisions of this Circular to the attention of all non-Health Service 
hospitals within their area where appropriate; 

 



(ii)  arrange to be notified of all supplies of blood and its derivatives to non-Health 
Service hospitals; 

 
(iii)  bring the charges listed in the attached Schedule into effect from                      

9 June 2008; 
 

(iv) ensure that suitable records are kept of blood and derivatives supplied by 
hospital blood banks to non-Health Services hospitals; 

 
(v) ensure that suitable records are kept of blood and derivatives returned from 

non-Health Service hospitals. 
 
CANCELLATION OF INSTRUCTIONS 
 
13. Circular HSS (F) 32/2007 is now obsolete and should be cancelled. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
JOYCE BILL  
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THE HEALTH AND PERSONAL SOCIAL SERVICES (NORTHERN I RELAND) 
ORDER 1972 
 
CHARGES FOR HANDLING BLOOD AND BLOOD DERIVATIVES SU PPLIED TO 
NON-HEALTH SERVICE HOSPITALS DETERMINATION (NORTHER N 
IRELAND) 2008 
 
The Department of Health, Social Services and Public Safety in exercise of the powers 
conferred on it by Article 10 of the Health and Personal Social Services (Northern Ireland) 
Order 1972 (a) hereby determines as follows: 
 
COMMENCEMENT 
 
1. This Determination shall come into force on 9 June 2008. 
 
CHARGES 
 
2. The charges listed in the Schedule hereto shall be made for the handling and 

processing of supplies of human blood or its derivatives, supplied for the treatment of 
patients otherwise than in Health Service Hospitals. 

 
REVOCATION 
 

3. The Charges for Handling Blood and Blood Derivatives Supplied To Non-Health 
Service Hospitals Determination (Northern Ireland) 2007 is hereby revoked. 

 
 
 
 

JULIE THOMPSON 
DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 

 
 

 
 
DATE  04/06/08 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
(a) SI 1972/1265 (NI 14) 



SCHEDULE 1 
 
HANDLING CHARGES FOR BLOOD COMPONENTS            
 
2008/2009 
 
 
Blood Component 
 

 
Exc Capital 
Charge 
£ 
 

 
Inc Capital 
Charge 
£ 

 
  
Red Cells 
Red Cells – Irradiated 
Red Cells – Saline Washed 
Red Cells – Saline Washed / Irradiated 
Red Cells – Resuspended 
Paediatric Red Cells 
Paediatric Red Cells – Irradiated 
Platelet Concentrate – Irradiated 
Platelet Concentrate – Saline Washed / Irradiated 
Platelet Concentrate Neonatal / Irradiated 
Platelet concentrate / Volume Reduced / Irradiated 
FFP 
FFP – Imported / Viral Inactivated 
Paediatric FFP – Imported / Viral Inactivated 
Pooled Cryroprecipitate 
 
 
 

 
 
105.79 
112.37 
151.84 
158.12 
124.08 
39.53 
45.83 
211.82 
248.39 
98.20 
239.81 
38.18 
156.70 
41.53 
162.28 

 
 
113.10 
120.68 
162.33 
169.04 
132.65 
42.26 
49.22 
227.49 
266.76 
104.99 
257.55 
40.82 
167.53 
44.40 
173.50 
 

 
 
 

 


