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LAYING AND PUBLISHING OF HSC BOARD AND TRUST ACCOUN TS 2007/08 
 

1. The purpose of this circular is to provide detailed instructions for the laying and 
publishing of HSC Board, Trust, and Agency Accounts. 

 
LAYING 
 
2. Article 90(5) of the Health and Personal Social Services (NI) Order 1972 (as amended 

by the Audit and Accountability Order 2003), requires HSC bodies to lay their 
accounts before the Northern Ireland Assembly, prior to being placed in the public 
domain. 

 
Boards and Trusts 

 
3. In line with faster closing, we are aiming to have all HSC Board and Trust accounts 

laid in the Assembly before the summer recess.   
 

4. Therefore, Boards and Trusts are required to supply the Department with a final word 
version of their accounts which is suitable for laying and publishing, by e-mail, to 
andrew.barnes@dhsspsni.gov.uk as soon as the accounts have been certified by 
NIAO .  

 
5. The Department will then be responsible for obtaining the relevant NIA numbers for 

both Trusts and Boards. The Department will group the Board accounts into one set 
with a main front cover page, contents page and NIA number.  

 
However, Trusts are responsible for including both the front cover page and contents 
page. An example of the front cover is attached at Annexe 1. 

 
Agencies 
      
6. Agency Accounts are not due for Audit Certification until 25th July, which falls within 

the Assembly recess.  Therefore it will not be possible to lay these accounts, until the 
Assembly returns in September. 
 

7. It is the intention to have these accounts laid before the Assembly by 12th September 
2008.  Therefore Agencies are required to supply the Department with a final word 
version of their accounts which is suitable for laying and publishing, by e-mail, to 
andrew.barnes@dhsspsni.gov.uk by Monday 8th September 2008. 
 

8. The Department will obtain the relevant NIA number, but the Agency is responsible 
for including both the front cover page and contents page.  An example of the front 
cover is attached at Annexe 1. 

 
9. Financial Accounting Unit (FAU) will inform HSC Bodies once the accounts have 

been formally laid before the Assembly. 
 
 
 
 



 

PUBLISHING 
 

10. FAU will continue to be responsible for the publishing of the accounts of the 4 Boards 
and will deal directly with The Stationary Office. Again, it is essential that the word 
document provided by e-mail is suitable for publishing. Please note that the published 
version must be the same as the laid version. 

 
11. However, the Department will no longer be responsible for publishing Trust and 

Agency Accounts, therefore it is the Trust and Agencies responsibility for ensuring 
the publication of their own accounts. 

 
12. If you have any queries in relation to this process please contact Andrew Barnes on 

028 90 765646. 
 

Your co-operation in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Paula Shearer 

Financial Accounting Unit  
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(NAME OF BOARD/TRUST/AGENCY) 
 
 
 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2008 

 


