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Circular HSS (F) 43/2008 
 

 06 August 2008 
 
Dear Colleagues 
 
CROSS BORDER EMERGENCY TREATMENT: 2008/09 PRICES TO BE CHARGED 
BY HSC TRUSTS 
 
Background 
 
New quarterly invoicing arrangements for funding UK Cross Border Emergency 
Treatments came into effect from April 2006, following agreement between health 
departments of Northern Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales.  
 
Circular HSS(F) 43/2005 introduced these arrangements and was replaced by HSS(F) 
07/2007. Supplement 1 to HSS(F) 07/2007 provided supporting information to the 
guidance, and gave updated information on how NI providers should charge for this 
activity.  
 
This circular updates: 
 

·  Charging guidance for NI providers for 2008/09 activity(see Annex A) 
 
·  Prices charged by English providers for 2008/09 activity (see Annex B) 

 
 
Queries 
 
If you have any queries regarding Cross Border Emergency Treatments, please 
do not hesitate to contact Ryan Wilson (email: ryan.wilson@dhsspsni.gov.uk; tel: 
028 9076 5648) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
JOYCE BILL 
Finance Policy and Accountability Unit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX A 
 

CROSS BORDER EMERGENCY TREATMENTS – CALCULATION OF 
LOCAL PRICES FOR 2008/09 
 
As in 2007/08, Northern Ireland providers will continue to charge ‘local prices’ for 
this activity. These should be determined as follows: 
 
Invoices for the financial year 2008/09: 
 
Local prices per episode should be derived at HRG level rather than at specialty cost 
level. 
Trusts should identify OPCS codes and ICD10 codes associated with each episode 
billed as well as grouping the relevant episodes to assign the HRG code of each 
episode. 
 
Derivation of HRG level costs 
 
HRG level costs should be arrived at using the 2005/06 published non elective HRG 
reference costs at Trust level. The overall average for the HRG for each Trust should 
be used and not the specialty level average. These averages are calculated by the 
Department and are provided in Excel format on the HPSS extranet at:   
 
http://www.extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk/IAU/Healthcare/RIB_HRGReferenceCosts.htm 
 
The relevant folder on the 2005/06 page is ‘Reference costs by Trust’. 
 
For the financial year 2008/09, Trusts should use the reference costs for 2005/06 and 
an uplift should be applied for three years inflation and technology improvements. 
The uplift to be used should be 14.4%, and brings 2005/06 costs up to 2008/09 prices. 
 
Exceptions - Specialised Services and English Tariff Exclusions 
 
Trusts should identify and recover expenditure on a case by case basis for those costs 
which would normally be negotiated outside the English tariff, e.g. excepted HRGs, 
high cost drugs, devices, procedures and blood products (a list of all the preceding is 
appended below), non consultant led inpatient episodes, critical care, chemotherapy 
and radiotherapy, renal dialysis and rehabilitation.  
 
Full details on exceptions to the English tariff can be found in the implementation 
support guide at: 
 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/dr_consum_dh/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&siteId=en
&ssTargetNodeId=566&ssDocName=DH_062914 
 
Trusts should note in the context of billing that the scope of Cross Border Emergency 
Treatments does not cover Specialised Services and that the Department of Health’s 
definition of specialist services is broad in scope. Invoices for such treatments should 
continue to be raised by treating Trusts on a case by case basis. Specialised Services 



definitions can be downloaded from the Department of Health’s website at following 
address: 
 
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAndSocialCareTopics/SpecialisedServi
cesDefinition/fs/en 
 
Future arrangements 
 
In future a Northern Ireland tariff or shadow tariff may become available. At this 
point the Northern Ireland tariff and its attendant regime may become the basis for 
billing Cross Border Emergency Treatments. However, until advised otherwise, 
please continue to adopt the approach here and we will advise of inflationary uplifts to 
be applied for the purposes of billing on the basis outlined above. 
 
 
Billing 
 
Guidance on Cross Border Emergency Treatments states that providers should invoice 
commissioners once a quarter, ideally within 30 days of the quarter end. It is therefore 
incumbent on Trusts to ensure that coding is carried out on a timely basis to make this 
timetable possible. It will also be necessary to ensure that each Trust retains the 
ability to group Version 3.5 HRGs and HRG 4 for the immediate future so that cross 
border emergency treatments can be billed on a HRG Version 3.5 basis during 
2008/09. England will not use HRG 4 for billing until the start of the 2009/10 
financial year, but are indicating an intention to do so at that point. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANNEX B 
 
 
2008/09 CHANGES TO PRICES CHARGED BY ENGLISH 
PROVIDERS 
 
The only change to the earlier guidance in HSS(F) 07/2007 Supplement 1 is for 
category 4 prices in table 1, paragraph 10 (i.e. prices charges by English providers 
where there is no locally agreed price and no indicative tariff for the activity). The 
price for this activity will now be ‘2006-07 reference costs * 1.049’ as opposed to 
‘2005-06 reference costs * 1.095’. This amendment reflects the pay, prices and reform 
uplift of 2.5% in 2007-08, and 2.3% from 2008-09, and the most up to date published 
reference costs. For 2008/09 the table should now read: 
 
 
Category  Activity Price for Activity 

1 Within mandatory scope of PbR (Mandatory tariff +  Any appropriate 
top-up) )* Market Forces Factor (MFF) 
of the provider 

2 Where there is agreed local price for 
activity between provider and responsible 
commissioner 

Local price 
 

3 Where activity is outside the scope of PbR 
and there is no locally agreed price for the 
activity but there is an indicative tariff  
 

(Indicative tariff + Any appropriate 
top-up)* Market Forces Factor (MFF) 
of the provider 

4 Where there is no locally agreed price for 
the activity at the provider and there is no 
indicative tariff for the activity 

(2006/07 national average reference 
cost) * 1.049 
 



 


