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Dear Colleague URGENT COMMUNICATION

UPDATE ON SUPPLY OF INFLUENZA VACCINE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

I am writing to clarify the position in relation to the supply of Influenza Vaccine for the
Influenza Immunisation Vaccination programme in Northern Ireland. Today, the BBC
and other media outlets have carried a story in relation to the shortage of Influenza
Vaccines in the UK. This situation does NOT apply to Northern Ireland.

The Department has secure contracts in place for the supply of Influenza Vaccine to
the Province. All our Influenza Vaccine Supplies have now arrived in the Province
and are available for ordering. Some vaccines have already been delivered to GP
practices in anticipation of the launch of the programme later this week. There is no
need to stockpile and sufficient vaccine will be available throughout the programme.

We have been liaising with the regional media this morning to ensure that a clear
message goes out to the public to try and allay concerns in relation to the flu vaccine
availability. We will be advising the public that there is no problem with the supply,
that they should await an invitation from their General Practitioners for Influenza
Immunisation as usual and that there is no need for them to contact practices
directly.



I hope this clarifies the situation in relation to Influenza Vaccine availability and
assures you that we have enough vaccine to commence and complete our
programme as in every other year.

Yours sincerely

Dr Lorraine Doherty
Consultant Epidemiologist / Senior Medical Officer
Chair of the Regional Influenza Working Group
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This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet which can be
accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through the HPSS Web at
http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS.


