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Dear Colleague 
 
HEALTHCARE-ASSOCIATED INFECTION SURVEILLANCE 
 
Surgical Site Infection (SSI) – Caesarean Section 
 

1. The purpose of this letter is to inform you of recent developments in the surveillance of 
healthcare associated infection (HCAI) in the HPSS.  Surveillance of such infections is an 
essential activity, which will underpin efforts to control spread of infection and limit the 
development of antimicrobial resistance. These measures are required to improve quality of care 
for patients, reduce morbidity and mortality associated with HCAI and to improve other outcome 
measures in the service such as length of stay. 

 

2. The Healthcare-Associated Infection Surveillance Centre (HISC) was established in 2001 by the 
DHSS&PS to develop priority surveillance initiatives in the area of HCAIs and to assist the acute 
Trusts in Northern Ireland in undertaking surveillance of HCAIs at local level. The Department’s 
first priority in this area was the establishment of a surveillance programme for surgical site 
infection (SSI) in elective orthopaedics. SSI surveillance of orthopaedic procedures has been 
conducted in all hospitals since 2003.  Reports on this are available at http://www.hisc.n-i.nhs.uk. 

 

3. In the DHSS&PS document “Changing the Culture – An Action Plan for the Prevention and 
Control of Healthcare Associated Infections in Northern Ireland 2006-2009” (March, 2006) one of 
the key recommendations is to improve surveillance arrangements for HCAIs and to obtain 
better data on the levels of within Trusts. In Ministers Priorities for Action 2007/08 Trusts are 
required to have systems in place for the post-discharge surveillance of surgical site infections 
following Caesarean Section by December 2007.  

 



 

4. To support Trusts in this DHSSPS have provided funding to HISC to appoint a regional co-
ordinator to assist in developing surveillance arrangements in each of the five new Trusts.  Each 
Trust will need to identify a lead professional to lead the surveillance programme at Trust level, 
working with the Infection Prevention & Control Team, and to liaise directly with HISC. Each 
Trust will send data to the Healthcare Associated Infection Surveillance Centre on a regular 
basis. The Healthcare Associated Infection Surveillance Centre will be responsible for the 
collation and analysis of regional data on behalf of the Department. Data on infections after 
caesarean sections is already being collected by trusts in Scotland, Wales and parts of England 
using the minimum dataset that will be in use in Northern Ireland. Anonymised results employing 
this data will be reported in the summer of 2008. 

 

5. Over the coming months HISC will organise a symposium in each of the new Trust areas, 
bringing together representatives from the hospital and community settings including 
obstetricians, midwives, community midwives and infection prevention & control personnel.  The 
symposia will be used to explain the methodology, reporting system and working arrangements 
with Trust leads.  More information on these symposia will follow. 

 

6. This new mandatory surveillance programme for infections post caesarean section will build on 
the other surveillance initiatives for HCAI. Data from these programmes should be used to inform 
Trust activities in reducing HCAIs and improving patient safety. 

 

For further information on this issue please contact: 

 

Dr Lorraine Doherty, Consultant Epidemiologist/Senior Medical Officer (Communicable Diseases) 

Department of Health, Social Services & Public Safety 

E-mail: lorraine.doherty@dhsspsni.gov.uk 

 

Dr Edward TM Smyth 

Director of Healthcare-Associated Infection Surveillance Centre (HISC) 

E-mail: edward.smyth@hisc.n-i.nhs.uk 

Tel: 028 90 634119 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
DR MICHAEL McBRIDE 
Chief Medical Officer 
 
cc Andrew McCormick 
 David Sissling 
 CNO 
 Dr Mitchell 
 Andrew Elliott 
 Nigel McMahon 
 Jeff Dudgeon 
 
 
 

This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet which 

can be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through the HPSS 

Web at http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS. 


