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Dear Colleague 
 
CORRECT SITE SURGERY – PRE-OPERATIVE MARKING AND VERIFICATION 
CHECKLISTS 
 
In March 2005, the National Patient Safety Agency (NPSA) issued a Patient Safety Alert 
on Correct Site Surgery.  The NPSA and the Royal College of Surgeons of England have 
drawn up recommendations for surgical marking and a checklist to help staff rapidly 
confirm the steps for correct site surgery.  These recommendations have been endorsed 
by a number of professional organisations and Royal Colleges. The full text of the NPSA 
Alert is available on www.npsa.nhs.uk/advice. 
 
Attached to this letter are: 
 
(a) NPSA pre-operative marking recommendations; and 
(b) NPSA pre-operative marking verification checklists. 
 
All HSS Trusts, where surgery is undertaken, should have robust mechanisms in place to 
ensure correct site surgery.  Where no such robust system exists, Trusts are strongly 
advised to consider the NPSA guidance and adapt it for local use, where appropriate. 
 
 
 
 



 

In certain primary care settings, and in the independent healthcare sector, these 
recommendations may also be appropriate. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
HENRIETTA CAMPBELL (DR)  FRANCIS RICE 
CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER  ACTING CHIEF NURSING OFFICER  
 
cc:  Chief Executive – Independent Clinic 
  Chair – Medical Advisory Committee, North West Clinic 
  Chief Executive – HPSS Regulation and Improvement Authority 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This letter is available at www.dhsspsni.gov.uk and also on the DHSSPS Extranet 
which can be accessed directly at http://extranet.dhsspsni.gov.uk or by going through 
the HPSS Web at http://www.n-i.nhs.uk and clicking on DHSSPS. 






