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To:  Medical Directors of Trusts and Private Hospitals
to forward immediately to :

ENT Surgeons
Plastic Surgeons

Dear Doctor

DIATHERMY FOR TONSIL OR ADENOID SURGERY

control haemorrhage by other means. Surgeons are reminded that a] equipment employed in
tonsil and adenoid surgery must be discarded after use on a single patient and never reused.

Following identification of an increased reported incidence of haemorrhage after tonsil and
adenoid surgery. The Northern Ireland Adverse Incident Centre issued a Hazard Notice in

The Medical Devices Agency, the Purchasing and Supply Agency and the Department of
Health (London) are working in close co-operation with ENT surgeons and their professional

association to find a solution that enables diathermy to be safely reintroduced for tonsil and
adenoid surgery.

[ appreciate that this will cause disruption to the service but we feel that this immediate
response 1s necessary to ensure patient safety.

For further enquiries: on general policy - contact Dr Margaret Boyle: Tel: 028 90 520713
on medical devices - contact Dr Glenda Mock:  Tel 028 90 520710.

Yours sincerely

DR HENRIETTA CAMPBELL
CHIEF MEDICAL OFFICER



