Muckamore Abbey Hospital

The £8.9 million first phase of the developmeniafckamore Abbey Hospital was
recently completed with Timothy Sheehan actingragelet Manager.

The hospital provides a regional specialist assessand treatment service for
people with learning disabilities and the hosstalf pride themselves on their
successful track record regarding the developmahiranovation of new services
aimed at supporting people to live in the community

The Business Case for the re-development of thgitabsvas approved by the
Department in February 2003 and set out the naetthéoprovision of a high quality
assessment and treatment service from a 115 beegdiedhal specialist hospital,
providing purpose-built accommodation.

This first phase of the development provides accodation for 36 bedded regional
specialist admissions and assessment service sma &3 bedded regional specialist
forensic service, in support of people with a l@agrdisability and mental disorder
living in the community.

The previous buildings were designed with the reguents and values of the 1940’s
and 1950’s in mind and by today’s standards woelgubged to have been rather
institutional in nature. They perhaps reflectedliimited goals and aspirations held
by and for people with a learning disability attthiene

The design of the new units is radically differéom what went before and is an
example of Health Estates’ commitment to using wative design in the
development of healthcare buildings with a vieveteating healing environments.

The new units were designed specifically to enthusethey would be less forbidding
from a human perspective and great stress wasieile need to appreciate and
ensure the privacy and dignity of patients, withremdividual having their own
bedroom with ensuite toilet and bathroom, overlagkgardens and grounds.

The new single storey design is quite domesticatesand is arranged in linked
wings which are surrounded by pleasant garden aaetisg as calm places of rest
and leisure for patients. The external finishesude stone and wood, fitting well
with the local natural environment and colour agtitlare used to create a
welcoming and pleasant atmosphere with a view koitng to reduce the anxiety
sometimes associated with hospital admissions.



All the artwork throughout the building was carrieat by patients, thus it is hoped,
encouraging and fostering a sense of ownershipngaig and achievement.

Health Estates worked closely in partnership witn dlient trust in ensuring that the
new design guaranteed resident safety, comfortagrdty while integrating existing
valued buildings and minimising the need to movigepés while work was carried
out.

Overall, it is intended that the new units will pla positive role in improving
patients’ self-esteem and positive self-identity a4l help to facilitate more
clinically effective treatment and care.



