
 
OPENING OF THE NEW RENAL UNIT AT THE ULSTER HOSPITA L 

 
Construction of the new Renal Unit at the Ulster Hospital was recently completed at a cost of 
approximately £5.5m with Brendan Smyth of Health Estates acting as Project Manager.  
 

Renal Services were initially provided on site by the 
Ulster hospital in 2002. A temporary unit was erected in 
front of the A&E Department and designed to 
accommodate eight dialysis stations which subsequently 
increased to twelve as the Eastern Board commissioned 
additional services due to the increasing number of 
patients requiring treatment for renal disease. 
 
The business case for the development of the new unit 
originally approved the provision of thirty renal stations. 
However a regional strategy paper was published which 

considered all the various options available and it was decided that a further ten stations would be 
required, principally because of patient demand due to an increasingly ageing population but also 
the improvement in the quality of life as a result of dialysis treatment. 

 
         The new Renal Unit will serve the community of North Down, Mid Down and East Belfast with an 

estimated population of some 260,000 people. Patients will receive dialysis treatment three times 
per week and hopefully contribute to improving their quality of life. 

  
 Construction of the Unit under Health Estates “Performance Related Partnering (PRP)” 

Framework commenced in February 2005 with Gilbert Ash Ltd as the main contractor and the 
design team lead by Trent Consortium and Whittaker & Watt architects. It was possible to 
incorporate the changes and extend the original design. In the initial stages of construction 
significant bulk excavation was required to remove the old hill-top car park. The scheme was 
completed in September 2006 on schedule and within budget.  

 
In addition to the 40 stations the new facility will also incorporate: 
 
i) foyer with reception and waiting area 
ii) admin suite 
iii) treatment, education and training facilities for home dialysis patients and carers 
iv) seminar room 
v) computerised information systems linking to a province-wide network based at the regional      
centre, Belfast City Hospital 
 

         The lower ground floor of the unit contains plant areas, 
technical areas and staff support areas.   
 

         The design team, who sought input from the patients’ 
representative, paid great attention to detail when designing 
the dialysis treatment area to ensure patients receive their 
treatment in spacious, bright and comfortable surroundings. 
The five bed bays avail of expansive views of the 
Castlereagh Hills and benefit from a southerly aspect. The 



entrance area has been specifically designed to create a comfortable, relaxing area similar to a 
hotel environment lobby. In responses to users requests for light, the building has been designed 
with a long curved glass wall next to the bed bays to allow as much natural light as possible and to 
link closely the interior with the outside world.  

 
The trust appointed an “ Arts & Patient Environment 
Co-ordinator” who has developed an integrated arts 
project for the unit. Patients had the opportunity to view 
potential designs and make comments, and were quite 
definite in their choice of water as a theme for artwork 
in their new environment. They wanted something 
inspiring, relaxing, and uplifting to look at during their 
sessions and also created some of the artwork 
themselves housed in the main reception area.  
 
         

         A particular request was for a special water feature at the entrance to identify the new unit. A 
public art commission was established and artists were 
invited to submit scale models, staff and patients 
viewed the submissions and finally a selection panel 
made the final choice–  a water feature by Newcastle 
based artist Alan Burke entitled “Ebb & Flow”. The 
finished work stands as sentinel outside the newly 
completed building heralding the renal patients and 
indicating the significant role art has to play. Studies 
have shown that art has the capacity to aid healing, 
reduce stress and improve recovery as well as visually 
enhance the environment and inspire people.     

 
Health Estates and the Trust worked in close partnership on this project and are delighted with the 
quality and design of the unit and the construction standards.  
 

         Users have commented on the quality and high standards in terms of design and construction. The 
patients and staff alike are also pleased with the bright, new, spacious environment. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


