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Welcome

Welcome to the second edition of the
Pandemic Influenza Planning Bulletin —
update for Health and Social Care in Northern
Ireland. This bulletin aims to provide you

with an update of activity in DHSSPS around
planning for a pandemic of human influenza.

We wish to distribute this bulletin as widely
as possible, so please feel free to forward this
e-mail to anyone that you think will be
interested. If you wish to be included in the
circulation of the bulletin, please let us know
by e-mailingpandemicflu@dhsspsni.gov.uk

Latest News

WHO Alert Level

The international alert level for pandemic
influenza, as advised by the World Health
Organisation (WHO), remains at UK Alert
Level 3 — human infections with a new sub-
type but no new human-to-human spread, or
at worst case instances of spread to a close
contact. Information on the WHO alert level
and other relevant information can be found
on their webpagéhttp://www.who.int/en/

Guidance Documents

A suite of guidance documents containing an
updated Northern Ireland Pandemic Flu
Contingency Plan and sector specific (mental
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health, ambulance, acute care) guidance were
issued for comment on 12 March 2008. These
can be accessed at:
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/consultatio
ns/current_consultations

The closing date for comment is Friday 9

May 2008.

National Guidance

Department of Health (London) and Cabinet
Office published the revised National
Framework for Responding to an Influenza
Pandemic on 22 November 2007. This
provides background information and
guidance to public and private organisations
developing response plans. It was
accompanied by a range of supporting
guidance and can be downloaded from the
DH website:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/PandemicFlu/index.
htm

National Flu Line

DH is developing a National Flu Line to be
used during a pandemic. Northern Ireland will
be included in the national Flu Line. The Flu
Line will give the public, who believe they
have symptoms, rapid access to an initial
assessment, advice, authorisation of antiviral
medicine treatment (where appropriate) and
triage.




markets and poultry farms, and any free range

Avian Flu or caged poultry.

Outbreaks of the highly pathogenic HSN1

type of avian influenza (currently known as DHSSPS Pandemic Flu Work Programme
‘bird flu’) have been occurring since Planning for a pandemic of human influenza

December 2003. Cases have been reported in  remains a priority for both the Minister and
many Asian countries and have now spread to the Department. Among the main issues
European and African countries. The spread currently being addressed are:

of H5N1 to poultry in new areas is of concern

as it increases opportunities for further human - Development of guidance for Social
cases to occur. However, all evidence to date Care

indicates that the H5N1 virus does not spread . Development of a Primary Care
easily from birds to infect humans. There is Framework.

very limited evidence of human-to-human . Plans for mass immunisation
transmission among any reported cases in . Establishment of a Human Resources
Asia. As of 11 March 2008 there have been Working Group.

372 cases of human H5N1 infection with a
total of 235 deaths. A list of these cases is
detailed below:

Prioritisation and surge management
issues.

Protocol for distribution and use of
antivirals.

| - National Flu Line.

Communications during a pandemic
Joint health planning with UK Health
Departments and Republic of Ireland

Future Work
- Audit of pandemic flu preparedness

across the HSC sector to be carried

out.
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Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)

A total of £2.3m PPE has been procured for
frontline health service staff and held on a
regional basis. This comprises a mixture of
masks, aprons, gloves and other protective
equipment. Discussions are ongoing at
National level regarding the distribution and
further stockpiling of PPE.

|
|
|
|
|
|
|
- Further testing of contingency plans
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

Source:WHO PandemIC F|U VaCClne . .
As part of robust pandemic flu contingency

The WHO does not currently recommend any ~ Planning it is considered necessary to put in

restrictions on travel to areas experiencing place sleeping contracts to reserve production
outbreaks of highly pathogenic H5N1 avian capacity for the manufacture of a new
influenza. However, WHO continues to vaccine. This simply means that the UK has
recommend that travellers to H5N1 affected bought its place in the global queue for the

areas should avoid contact with live animal vaccine as soon as it becomes available.



The vaccine can only be produced after the
new strain of influenza has been identified
and so cannot be manufactured in advance.
Reserving productionapacity will guarantee
a supply of the vaccine at a time when there
will be significantinternational demand. It is
expected to take up to six months after a
pandemic is declared to manufacture a
vaccine for pandemic influenza.

The Department of Health in London has
awarded advanced supply contracts to both
GSK (Glaxo Smithkline Beecham) and
Baxter to provide pandemic specific vaccine
for the UK in the event of a flu pandemic.

The Department of Health has signed the
contracts on behalf of the UK. The total cost
of both contracts is £155.4 million over four
years.

Comprehensive Spending Review Bid

The Comprehensive Spending Review
process is ongoing to set firm and fixed
departmental expenditure limits for the 2008-
2011 period. A significant bid has been made
to ensure robust future planning for pandemic
flu in respect of medical countermeasures,
and Personal Protective Equipment.

UK Business Case

Department of Health (London) are leading
on the development of a UK-wide Pandemic
Influenza Business Case. Two elements of
this Outline Business Case have been agreed
— communications and pandemic- specific
vaccine.

Department of Health (London) and Her
Majesty’s Treasury (HMT) are working
together to review the various remaining
medical countermeasures as outlined in the
Business Case to ensure that all spend is
affordable and good value for money.

Exercise United Endeavour Il

DHSSPS, EHSSB and CDSC(NI) participated
in a UK-wide exercise designed to test the
process for providing the health surveillance
element of a daily pandemic influenza report.
The Department provided a daily data
template to Cabinet Office. The Exercise used

seasonal influenza data to test the process of
providing reports on a daily basis. A report on
the Exercise will be published in the near
future.

Supply Chain Simulation Exercise

DHSSPS participated in a UK-wide Exercise
on 30 January to test the reliability of the UK
medicines and healthcare consumables supply
in the event of an influenza pandemic. The
focus of the Exercise was on the UK'’s

internal supply chain of manufactured and
packages medicines. A report of the
recommendations from this Exercise will be
available shortly.

Relaxation of Requlations

OFMDFM are considering legislation which
may need to be relaxed or amended in the
event of an influenza pandemic. This is
necessary as the prolonged nature of an
influenza pandemic requires different
legislation that that of short-term emergency
regulations.

Science Review

The Department of Health in London has
undertaken a review of the evidence base
underpinning clinical countermeasures and
the risk from H5N1. Five scientific papers
have been issued and are available at:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstati
stics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuid
ance/DH_ 077276

A new Scientific Advisory Group on
pandemic flu (SPI) has been established at
national level
http://www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/spi/in
dex.htm Dr Lorraine Doherty represents NI
on this group.

UK Resilience Website

The UK Resilience website provides a
comprehensive resource for civil protection
practitioners involved in improving
emergency preparedness. It can be accessed
at: http://www.ukresilience.info/




DHSSPS Pandemic Flu Team

Dr Lorraine Doherty, Senior Medical
Officer/Consultant Epidemiologist continues
to lead planning on the health aspects of
pandemic flu. She is supported on the policy
side by Joy Peden, Principal in Emergency
Planning Branch, and Sholto Carnew,
DHSSPS Pandemic Flu Team; and on the
medical and pharmacy side by Dr Kathryn
Booth and Cathy Harrison. Sonya Duff has
recently joined the team, on secondment from
the Belfast Trust, as Project Manager.

Pandemic Flu Working Groups

Planning continues to be co-ordinated through
the DHSSPS Core Working Group. There are
also 7 sub groups addressing specific
elements of contingency planning. Thanks
goes to Dr Brian Smyth from CDSC who has
recently assumed Chairmanship of the
Surveillance Working Group and Dr Neil
Irvine from the Health Protection Agency
who has taken over the Chairmanship of the
Immunisation Working Group. Dr Anne
Wilson, Consultant in Public Health

Medicine, leads a subgroup of the
Surveillance Group on Information Flows,
considering the flow of surveillance data
during a pandemic. A list of all the Groups
and their Chairs is detailed below:

Regional Core Working Group:
Dr Lorraine Doherty

Pandemic Flu Leads:

Dr Lorraine Doherty

Acute and Tertiary Services:
Dr Lorraine Doherty
Surveillance:

Dr Brian Smyth

- Subgroup: Information Flows:
Dr Anne Wilson

Immunisation:

Dr Neil Irvine

Pharmacy:

Cathy Harrison

Primary Care:

Dr Kathryn Booth

Flu Line:

John Farrell

Sources of further information

DHSSPS
http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/phealth/ph
p/infectious_diseases/pandemicflu

DH
http://www.dh.gov.uk/pandemicflu

UK Resilience
http://www.ukresilience.info/index.shtm

WHO
http://www.who.int/
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