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Dear Colleague

CHANGES TO THE CHILDHOOD IMMUNISATION PROGRAMME -
Cover Letter for Childhood Immunisation Information Pack for Health Professionals

You will be aware that changes are being made to the routine Childhood Immunisation
Programme in Northern Ireland, refer to Chief Professionals’ letters dated 8" February 2006
(HSS(MD)2/2006) and 14" July 2006 (HSS(MD)14/2006). These changes are being made
following the recommendation of the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation
(JCVI).

From 4" September 2006, the following changes will be introduced:

o Pneumococcal (PCV) vaccine (brand name: Prevenar) will be introduced to the routine
childhood immunisation programme and offered at 2, 4 and 15 months of age;

o the schedule for Meningitis C and Hib vaccines will be modified to offer two doses of
Men C vaccine, one dose at 3 months and one dose at 4 months, with a booster dose
offered at 12 months. A Hib booster dose will be introduced at 12 months. The booster
dose will be given as a combined Hib/ Men C vaccine (brand name: Menitorix). This
schedule requires an additional immunisation visit at 12 months of age.

o A pneumococcal vaccination catch-up programme will be carried out for children aged
under two years.

To support the introduction of these vaccines and implementation of the immunisation
programme, DHSSPS in conjunction with the Health Promotion Agency, have developed a
completely new and updated range of information materials. These materials include
information leaflets for parents and young people covering all the immunisations given from
birth to school leaving.
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Detailed professional information has also been developed including an updated flick-over
leaflet giving information about the childhood immunisations, detailed factsheets about the
new vaccines to be given in the childhood immunisation programme, and updated chapters of
The Green Book covering the new vaccines.

The following new materials are available and a sample of each is contained in your pack:

Immunisation for babies up to 15 months of age leaflet

The facts about the MMR vaccine for babies aged 15 months leaflet
Immunisation for pre-school children three to five years old leaflet
Teenage immunisations for ages 14 to 18 leaflet

Pneumococcal vaccine - Catch-up programme for children under two years of age
leaflet

Childhood immunisation publications destruction sheet

Immunisation (general poster)

Routine childhood immunisations table (drugs poster)

Pneumococcal catch-up vaccination chart (schedule poster)

Factsheet - Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV) for children
Factsheet — Hib and Men C vaccines for children

Childhood immunisation guidance notes for professionals flick over leaflet
Updated chapters of The Green Book

Health professionals delivering the immunisation programme should ensure that parents have
an opportunity to discuss the information contained in these materials.

The Childhood Immunisation Programme in Northern Ireland has been extremely successful
over the years and our uptake rates for immunisations in childhood are among the highest in
the UK. The introduction of these vaccines will give us an added opportunity to reassure
parents and the public of the safety and effectiveness of our immunisation programme.

Yours sincerely
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Dr E Mitchell Dr N Morrow Mr M Bradley
Chief Medical Officer (Acting) Chief Pharmaceutical Officer Chief Nursing Officer
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