
�
First Sod Turned on New Downe Hospital Site �
 
Health Estates are pleased to report that on 20 October 2006 a sod-cutting 
ceremony involving the CMO Dr Michael McBride and Chair (Designate) of 
SEHSS Trust Mrs Denise Fitzsimmons took place on site to begin the 
construction of the new Downe Enhanced Local Hospital. It will provide key 
health services to the people of Downpatrick and South and East Down in the 
future.  
 
The new scheme, which is being project managed by Health Estates, will 
replace the old Downe hospital which dates from the 1830’s and is considered to 
be no longer fit for purpose. The project will take approximately 2 & ½ years to 
complete and will begin providing services to local people in early 2009. 
�
Construction on the new site, located within the grounds of the Downshire 
Hospital on the site where the former Downpatrick Maternity unit stood will cost approximately £60 million.             
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The Downshire Hospital has been an integral part of the local community since Victorian times. 
Originally built as the county asylum, changes in service provision in recent years have resulted in a 
reduction of the proportion of the building in use for provision of healthcare. Both the front façade of 
the building and the gardens within which it is set are listed. 

The new hospital has been designated as an ‘Enhanced Local Hospital’ which will provide the 
following services: 

• 24-hour consultant-led A&E Department 

• A&E Short-stay Unit (10 beds) 

• Inpatient Services in: 

o General Medicine (40 beds) 

o Coronary Care (9 beds) 

o Care of the Elderly (20 beds) 



o Acute Psychiatry (25 beds) 

o Elderly Psychiatry (20 beds) 

• Day Procedures Unit (16 beds and 8 recliners) 

• Paediatric Day Unit (8 beds) 

• Obstetric Day Unit (4 beds) 

• Comprehensive Diagnostic Services (including CT Scanning) 

• Outpatients 

• Rehabilitation Department 

 

The main interior design concept for the hospital is to frame the natural views at every opportunity so 
that the focus in all spaces is on the view and its healing benefits. The inspiration for the concept is 
taken from the environment. The aim is to create a calm but invigorating contemporary healthcare 
facility. 

 

Computer-generated image of interior 
at main entrance 

 

Computer generated image of the new Downe Hospital. 

 

 

 



When completed, the new hospital building will be a significant presence on the historic Downshire 
Hospital site: 

 


