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Royal Group of Hospitals Central Decontamination Unit 

 
 
 
Health Estates were recently pleased to hand over to the Royal Group of Hospitals for 
commissioning a newly constructed Central Decontamination Unit, which is the largest and most 
modern of its kind in Northern Ireland. 
 

  
 
The new facility which cost almost £10m has been designed to meet the increased demand for 
sterilisation services on the RGH site. 
 
It is anticipated that there will be up to 36 procedural theatres on the hospital site when current 
developments are completed and these will generate considerable demand for the sterilisation of 
surgical instruments. The new Unit will be able to service the needs of all these operating theatres 
as well as having the capacity to deliver outreach sterilisation services if required to the greater 
Belfast area. These could include for example to General Practitioner or dental surgeries.  
 
In order to provide continuity of service a key design consideration was reliability, so a number of 
backup systems for air-filtration, water and electricity were built-in. Also in order to aid the fight 
against MRSA or any other antibiotic resistant infections all internal lumps, bumps, edges or ledges 
which might harbour dust and germs were designed out.  
 

    
 
From early in the life of the project Health Estates were aware that once the upgrade currently being 
undertaken on the nearby Westlink was completed, then the building would become highly visible to 
the public and would act as a “signature” building at the Broadway entrance to the RGH site. 
Therefore considerable thought had to be given to how well, from a design and aesthetic point of 
view, it would fit into and complement that new environment. The project was successfully delivered 
on time and on budget. 

 


