
 
Appendix 8 : Pathway for Activating the SARS Advisory Team 
 

 
  Consultant in A&E or hospital 

identifies a suspect SARS case 
in line with current case 

definition of SARS 

SARS Advisory Team stands 
down to be replaced by the 
Regional Outbreak Control 

Team & DHSS Command & 
Control 

Consultant immediately informs 
CCDC* for the Board area in 

which hospital is located 

CCDC* immediately notifies 
• Regional Epidemiologist 
• Director of Public Health 

CCDC* and consultant verify this 
is a potential SARS case 

 CCDC immediately notifies the 
Regional Epidemiologist 

Regional Epidemiologist 
determines whether or not to 
activate SARS Advisory Team 

SARS Advisory Team activated 
through Ambulance Control 

SARS Advisory Team, in 
consultation with CCDC & 
consultant who did clinical 
assessment hold a teleconference 
call & determine next steps. Call 
chaired by Regional 
Epidemiologist 

Patient transferred to Regional ID 
Unit or to a designated centre 

SARS Advisory Team to be activated through Ambulance Control 
• Regional Epidemiologist 
• Consultant in Infectious Disease (Rota at RVH) 

Is SARS 
suspected? 

Yes (Notify 
DHSSPS/CCDC*) 

No (notify CCDC* of 
decision) 

Manage as 
appropriate 

* Out of hours, a Consultant in Public Health Medicine (CPHM) may be first on-call.  In this case the CPHM would contact 
the regional CCDC on call for further advice. Management responsibilities remain with the local HSSB  

Decide appropriate inpatient 
placement.  Notify DHSSPS, Trust 
CE and relevant clinician of receiving 
hospital, NIAS and CCDC. 
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