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Northern Ireland Waiting Lists — June 2007

This statistics release gives details of the nurobeeople waiting for inpatient or outpatient
treatment at hospitals in Northern Ireland at the @f June 2007, the most recent quarter for which
figures are available.

Inpatients

Headline Totals — Table 1
The total number of patients waiting to be admittetiospitals in Northern Ireland at the end of
June 2007 stood at 36,144.

Over the quarter, comparing the end of June 2087 the end of March 2007 (37,978), the total
number waiting has decreased by 1,834 (-4.8%).

Over the year, comparing the end of June 2007 twérend of June 2006 (40,299), the total number
waiting decreased by 4,155 (-10.3%).

Table 1: Quarterly Inpatient Waiting Lists * — June 2007
Quarter Ending |Change compared |[|Change compared with
Waiting for: June 2007 with end of previous|end same quarter —
quarter previous year
Ordinary Admissions 12,308 -1,106 -2,721
Day case Admissiong 23,836 -728 -1,434
Total Waiting 36,144 -1,834 -4,155
Source: CH1

! Refer to Technical Notes — point 3.

Detailed notes and definitions are provided in th&echnical Notes.

A National Statistics Publication
National Statistics are produced to high professistandards set out in the National
Statistics Code of Practice. They undergo regulality assurance reviews to ensure
that they meet customer needs. They are produeedrivm any political interference.



Numbers Waiting for Ordinary Admission and Day CaseTreatment
People on the inpatient waiting list in Northeraldnd can be waiting for admission to hospital as
day cases or as ordinary admissions.

Of the 36,144 people waiting for admission to htat the end of June 2007, 12,308 (34.1%)
were waiting for ordinary admission and 23,836 966) were waiting for day case admission
(Table 1).

Since the end of March 2007, the number of casé@sgdor ordinary admission has decreased by
1106 (-8.2%) and the number waiting for day caseission has decreased by 728 (-3.0%).

In comparison with June 2006, the number of casatng for ordinary admission has decreased by
2,721 (-18.1%) and the number waiting for day Gbmission has decreased by 1,434 (-5.7%).

The end of June 2007 total of 36,144 patients enrthatient waiting list represents a decrease of
24,046 (40.0%) on the peak waiting list figure 6f¥0 (end September 2002).

Trends
The total number of people waiting for inpatiemiatment peaked in September 2002. There has
been an overall downward trend since this peak.

Figure 1 Total Quarterly Waiting Lists — Five yearly trends June 2002 — June 2007
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Patients Waiting 6 Months and Over' - June 2007
At the end of June 2007, there were no patientiivga months and over for inpatient treatment.

! Refer to Technical Notes — point 3.



Inpatients Waiting by Specialty

The overwhelming majority of those waiting (78.7#gre within seven specialties: General
Surgery; Ear, Nose and Throat (ENT); Ophthalmoldgynaecology (Gynae); Trauma and
Orthopaedic Surgery (T&O); Urology and Gastroertayp (Figure 2).

Figure 2 Inpatients - Total Waiters by Specialty athe end of June 2007
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Inpatient Waiting Time by Specialty

Waiting times for inpatients by specialty are shawitables 2a and 2b. Overall 77.9% of those waifor
admission were waiting less than 3 monthtore than 99% of patients were waiting for treattriarihe Acute
Services Programme of Care.

Table 2a Number of Patients Waiting for Admission ly Months Waiting and Specialty — June 2007

. Patients Waiting for A.dmISSIOn Total Number of Patients

Specialty by Months Waiting Awaiting Admission
0-2 3-5 6+

General Surgery 7,487 1,832 0 9,269
Ear, Nose & Throat 2,713 1,0p3 0 3,176
Ophthalmology 2,766 816 0 3,642
Gynaecology 2,803 839 0 3,642
Trauma & Orthopaedi¢s 2,4pP1 1,458 0 3,479
Urology 2,011 578 D 2,549
Gastroenterology 1,670 3B2 0 2,052
General Medicine 1,649 163 0 1,432
Cardiology 996 38p D 1,382
Pain Management 5%4 1p6 0 120
Plastic Surgery 55 117 0 6p2
Oral Surgery 40 6 (0] 493
Paediatric Surgery 3%9 1p0 0 479
Rheumatology 3 131 0 an7
Dermatology 30p ¥ D 382
General Practice (Oth 320 1 d 327
Cardiac Surgery 144 11 0 2b5
Neurology 73 36 ) 108
Paediatric Dentistry q4 12 0 D6
Neurosurgery 6p ]LQ 0 31
Other 433 3 D 471
All Specialties 28,15¢ 7,98¢ | 36,14«

Source: CH1



Table 2b Percentage of Patients Waiting for Admissn by Months Waiting and Specialty — June 2007

Patients Waiting for Admission

Specialty by Months Waiting

0-2 3-5 6+
General Surgery 80.2p6 19.8% 0.p%
Ear, Nose & Throat 73.400 26.4% 0.0%
Ophthalmology 75.9% 24.1p6 0.4%
Gynaecology 77.0% 23.0p6 0.4%
Trauma & Orthopaedick 69.4% 301% 0J0%
Urology 77.79 22.3% 0.0%
Gastroenterology 81.4p6 18.4% 0.p%
General Medicine 91.1% 8.9% 0.0%
Cardiology 72.1% 27.9% 0.0po
Pain Management 76.9% 23.1% 0.0%
Plastic Surgery 81.2W 18.94% 0.0%
Oral Surgery 82.6%0 17.4P% 0.Q%
Paediatric Surgery 74.%% 25.1% 0.p%
Rheumatology 72.9%0 27. 1% 0.0%
Dermatology 79.8% 20.206 0.0%
General Practice (Othgr) 97.‘1% 2% 0[0%
Cardiac Surgery 72.2p6 27.4% 0.9%
Neurology 66.7% 33.3% 0.0po
Paediatric Dentistry 87.5p0 12.9% 0.9%
Neurosurgery 76.5%0 23.9% 0.0%
Other 91.7% 8.3% 0.0
All Specialties 77.9% 22.1% 0.0%
Source: CH1

Inpatient Waiting Times by Provider Trust

Waiting times for inpatients by Trust are shown iml€z3.

Table 3 Number of Patients Waiting for Admission byProvider Trust?and by Months Waiting — June

2007
Patients Waiting for Admissior
Provider Trust by Months Waiting ;Zfiieln’\t':r\?vk;?;r?é
0-2 3-5 6+
Belfast 11,109 3,147 0 14,2113
Northern 4,399 1,216 0 5,615
South Eastern 3,837 8p0 0 4,627
Southern 4,430 1,482 0 5912
Western 4,391 1,343 0 5777
Total 28,15¢ 7,98¢ 0 36,14«
Source: CH1

2Refer to Technical Notes — point 10



Completed Inpatient Waits — June 2007

Waiting times for completed inpatient waits, fotipats treated within Health Service hospitals ortNern
Ireland are shown in Table 4. A total of 40,757aitsnts were admitted to Health Service hospittsl(iding

those who had previously refused an offer of adimigsiuring the June 2007 quarter. 70.9% of p&ieeceived

their treatment within 3 months of being placedimmwaiting list and 96.3% received their treatmeithin 6
months. Including patients who had been medicafged, or did not attend a previously arrangedission

date, the total number of patients admitted to tHeaérvice hospitals in Northern Ireland during dfoarter was

46,140.
Table 4 Completed Inpatient Waits
Time Waiting in Months Total Number of Completed Inpatient Waits
Excluding patients Who Jincluding patients who
Quarter have medically deferred  |have medically deferrec
0-2 3-5 6-8 9-11 12+ |or did not attend on a or did not attend on a
previously arranged previously arranged
admission date admission date
J-M 2004 744% 11.6% 4.8% 3.9% 5.p% 40,p24 44,i
A -J 2004 74.6% 11.4% 5.9 3.1% 4.p% 38,p07 41,2
J-S 2004 73.1%  13.1p6 5.4% 3.Y% 416% 37|166 40,1
O - D 2004 73.4% 12.3W 5.9% 3.1% 5.1% 41,830 44,2
J-D 2004 73.9% 12.1% 5.4% 3.5% 5.1% 157,921 169,8
J - M 2005 729% 12.9% 4.8% 3.9% 5.p% 39,p48 42,5
A -J 2005 74.1% 12.5W 6.2% 3.1% 4.P% 41,1183 44,4
J - S 2005 72.0% 12.9% 5.4% 3.8% 58% 371094 40,4
O - D 2005 72.7% 11.6% 6.1%%0 5.0% 4.¥% 40,B60 44,6
J - D 2005 72.9% 12.5% 5.6% 3.9% 5.0% 157,885 172,C
J - M 2006 70.2% 13.7% 6.9% 5.8% 3.p% 41111 45,8
A -J 2006 71.0% 14.8W 8.0 4.8% 1.p% 39,08 43,5
J - S 2006 69.6%0  16.4p6 8.1% 4.4% 0% 36[752 41,0
O - D 2006 70.8% 17.7% 9.9% 1.4% 0.p% 39,B56 44,9
J - D 2006 70.4% 15.6% 8.3% 4.1% 1.6% 157,02} 175,32
J - M 2007 70.5% 22.0%% 6.9% 0.4% 0.B% 41,.p79 46,6
A -J 2007 70.91 25.4% 3.0 0.2% 0.p% 40,757 46,1
Source: CH2 |

3Refer to Technical Notes — points 11 & 12.



Completed Inpatient Waits including Independent Setor Activity — June 2007

During the June 2007 quarter, a number of patietsived inpatient treatment commissioned by thaltHe
Service within the Independent Sector. Estimateéseonumber of patients admitted for inpatienatneent
within the Independent Sector have been providetthéygommissioning Trust.

It is estimated that approximately 2,148 Healthvigerpatients were treated within the Independeat@® during
the quarter ending June 2007. When this numbsansined with that for inpatients admitted to He&ervice
hospitals during the quarter, it is estimated #paroximately 48,288 inpatients were admitted tepital in
Northern Ireland for treatment commissioned byHilealth Service.

Table 5 Completed Inpatient Waits by Trust including Independent Sector Activity
Total Number of
Provider Trust Numper of C.ompllet.ed Numbe‘r of Complgted Cpmpleted 'Inpatient
Inpatient Waits within Inpatient Waits in Waits Commissioned by
Health Service Hospitals| Independent Sector Health Service
Belfast 20,466 93E 21,311
Northern 5,930 1 6,076
South Eastern 6,7¢8 2B3 7,901
Southern 6,101 643 6,784
Western 6,87p 141 7,056
Total Treated 46,14( 2,14B 48,288

Source: Health and Social Service Trusts
*Refer to Technical Notes — points 10, 11 & 13



Outpatients

Headline Totals - Table 6
The number of patients waiting for a first outpatiappointment (including cancellations and
deferrals) at the end of June 2007 stood at 94,407.

Over the quarter, comparing the end of June 20@7 the end of March 2007 (102,491), the total
number has decreased by 8,084 (-7.9%).

Over the year, comparing the end of June 2007 twérend of June 2006 (180,384), the total
number waiting decreased by 85,977 (-47.7%).

Table 6: Quarterly Outpatient Waiting Lists - June 2007

Quarter Ending |Change comparec  |Change compared with
Waiting for: June 2007 with end of previous |end same quarter -

quarter previous yeal

Excluding Cancellation 87 355 6,949 82,848
and Deferral
Cancellations and Deferrgls 7,052 -1,135 -3,129
Total Waiting 94,407 -8,084 -85,977
Source: CH3
Trends

The total number of people waiting for a first catipnt appointment peaked in September 2005
(185,782). There has been a downward trend sine@éak and the outpatient waiting list has
decreased in six of the previous seven quarters.

Figure 3  Outpatients Waiting for a First Appointment (including and excluding
cancellations and deferrals) — Five Yearly Trendsune 2002 — June 2007

200,000

180,000 -
160,000
140,000 4 %\

120,000 ./._._./I'—.\I—I/

100,000
80,000 -
60,000 -
40,000 -
20,000 -

0

Number Waiting

—&—Incl. Canc. & DNA's —l— Excl. Canc. & DNA's

Source: CH3.

Patients Waiting 3 Months and Over
At the end of June 2007, the number of patientsimgathree months and over was 16,122, 17.1%
of the total waiting. Eight patients were waitgnonths and over for a first outpatient

appointment.
(° Refer to technical Notes — point 17).



Outpatients Waiting by Specialty

The majority of those waiting (69.1%) were withgven specialties: General Surgery; Ear, Nose
and Throat (ENT); Trauma & Orthopaedics; Dermatgjdgynaecology (Gynae); Ophthalmology;
and General Medicine (Figure 4a). Figures for paievaiting 3 months and over are shown in
Figure 4b. Figures represent the total number mgir their first outpatient appointment during
the June 2007 quarter including those who haveetiacor missed a previous appointment.

Figure 4a Outpatients — Total Patients Waiting by ecialty at the end of June 2007
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Figure 4b Outpatients — Patients waiting 3 Months ad Over® by Speciality at the end of
June 2007.
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® Refer to Technical Notes — point 17



Outpatient Waiting Time by Specialty
Waiting times for outpatients by specialty are showTables 7a and 7b. Overall 82.9% of thoseingitor
treatment were waiting less than 3 months.

Table 7a Number of Patients Waiting for a First Apointment by Months Waiting and Specialty —
June 2007

Patients Waiting for an Appointment N To;al f
. iti umber o
Specialty by Months Waiting Pationts
0-2 3-5 6-8 9+ Waiting
General Surgery 10,782 1,407 0 0 12,189
Ear, Nose & Throat 8,305 2,1p5 0 0 10,460
Trauma & Orthopaedics 7,8h9 2,468 0 0 10117
Dermatology 7,67p 1,842 0 0 9,937
Gynaecology 7,412 1,828 0 0 9,300
Ophthalmology 6,5% 1,548 0 0 8,162
General Medicine 4,643 8f2 0 0 5,915
Paediatrics 3,032 446 0 0 3,498
Cardiology 2,318 27B 0 0] 2,591
Rheumatology 1,842 484 8 0 2,364
Mental lliness 1,988 337 0 0 2,3P5
Neurology 1,849 206JL 0 |0 2,101
Urology 1,604 288 D D 1,847
Oral Surgery 1,374 4Q9 0 0 1,781
Restorative Dentistry 839 2p1 0 0 1,490
Pain Management 793 1B6 0 0 979
Obs & Gynae (Obstetricg) 9E9 8 0 0 957
Geriatric Medicine 86 B |0 0 94
Gastroenterology 8(8 113 0 0 921
Plastic Surgery M1 g0 0 0 8pl
Other 5913 96p D 0 6,878
All Specialties 78,28t 16,11« 8 | 94,40°

Source: CH3



Table 7b Percentage of Patients Waiting for a FitsAppointment by Months Waiting and Specialty —
June 2007
Patients Waiting for an Appointment

Specialty by Months Waiting

0-2 6-E o+
General Surgery 88.5p0 0.p% 0J0%
Ear, Nose & Throat 79.4p0 0.0% 0.0%
Trauma & Orthopaedics 77.94% 0% 0}0%
Dermatology 80.5% 0.0% 0.0%
Gynaecology 80.3%0 0.4% 0.0%
Ophthalmology 80.8%0 0.4% 0.0%
General Medicine 84.2Wo 0.0% 0.0%
Paediatrics 86.7¢0 0.0% 0.p%
Cardiology 89.5% 0.0po 0.0%
Rheumatology 79.2¢%6 0.3% 0.p%
Mental lliness 86.2%0 0.4% 0.0%
Neurology 87.6% 0.0po 0.0%
Urology 85.09 0.0%o 0.0p6
Oral Surgery 77.0% 0.q% 0.0%
Restorative Dentistry 77.0p6 0.p% 0J0%
Pain Management 81.0% 0.P0% 0]0%
Obs & Gynae (Obstetrics) 99.3% 0J0% 0}0%
Geriatric Medicine 93.7%6 0.4% 0.0%
Gastroenterology 87.7p0 0.9% 0J0%
Plastic Surgery 90.6p0 . 0.90% 0.p%
Other 86.0% 14.04 0.0po 0.4%
All Specialties 82.9% 17.1%| < 0.1%]| 0.0%
Source: CH3.

Outpatient Waiting Times by Provider Trust

Waiting times for outpatients by Trust are showf @ble 8.

Table 8 Number of Patients Waiting for a First Outpatient Appointment by Provider Trust? and Months
Waiting — June 2007

Patients Waiting for an Appointment | b ¢

Provider Trust by Months Waiting ;Oiz-i I\tlur\?v etr ©

0 3t 5t ot atients Waiting
Belfast 29,238 5,617 0 34,863
Northern 12,59p 3,813 0 16,405
South Eastern 11,790 1,991 0 13,p91
Southern 11,941 1,990 0 13,971
Western 12,77% 3,103 0 15,977
Total 78,28¢ 16,11« 8 | 94,40"
Source: CH3

Zrefer to Technical Notes — point 10



Outpatient Waiting Time by Programme of Care
Waiting times for a first outpatient appointmentgrggramme of care are shown in Table 9. The vagiritya
(94.2%) of patients were awaiting their first outeat appointment in the Acute Services Programfr@ave.

Table 9 Number of Patients Waiting for a FirstAppointment by Months Waiting and Programme of
Care — June 2007
Patients Waiting for an Appointment

Programme of Care by Months Waiting Total Number of

0-2 3-E 6-¢c 9+ | Patients Waiting
Acute Services 73,447 15,906 8 0 88,p61
Maternity & Child Health 94p B D 0 9%7
Elderly Care 1,298 149 0 0 1,4p7
Mental Health 2,518 4q7 0 0 2,985
Learning Disability 73 f D D N7
All POCs 78,2845 16,11} B8 0 94,497

Source: CH3



Completed Outpatient Waits

Waiting times for completed outpatient waits, fatipnts treated within Health Service hospitalslarthern
Ireland are shown in Table 10. A total of 105,14lignts received a first outpatient appointmenhinitHealth
Service hospitals (excluding those who had preWocencelled or not attended a previous appointjrdunting
the June 2007 quarter. 70.9% of patients attettdgdfirst appointment within 3 months of being@éd on the
waiting list and 98.1% received their first outeati appointment within 6 months. Including patients have
cancelled, or not attended a previous appointntleatiotal number of patients that received a Grgpatient
appointment within Health Service hospitals in Kernh Ireland during the quarter was 114,250.

Table 10 Completed Outpatient Waits for First Appontment®

Time Waiting in Months Total Number of Cqmpleted Outpatient
Waits
Quarter \I/Ev);]f)luhdelggcgigglrl]; Including patients
0-2 | 3-5| 6-8| 9-11] 12+ |ordidnotattenda [VN Nad cancelledor
previous did npt attend g
appointment previous appointment
J-M 2004 17.1% 5.2%% 2.9% 5.0% 91,496 99,195
A -J 2004 15.9%0 5.9% 2.1% 4.0% 88,p13 95422
J-S 2004 17.%% 5.4% 2.3% 36% 841455 94,527
O- D 2004 17.3%0 7.0pb 2.4% 4.9% 91,p15 99]955
J - D 2004 17.1% 5.8% 2.7% 4.2% 356,074 387,099
J-M 200% 16.4% 7.0 3.3% 4.p% 86,p44 941865
A -J 2005 15.6%0 6.9% 2.9% 4.5% 91,489 99698
J-S 2005 16.0p0 5.1% 2.9% 456% 82721 94,047
O- D 2005 15.9¢%% 7.5% 3.1% 5.Y% 91,p69 1014037
J - D 2005 16.0% 6.8% 3.1% 5.0% 353,123 387,647
J - M 20064 15.6%0 7.6% 3.1% 5.% 91,p95 101,249
A - J 2006 15.0%0 7.2% 4.0% 5.p% 90,p31 99,418
J - S 2006 16.0po 7.3% 4.9% 7P% 90}716 10Q,769
O- D 2006 17.8%o 9.7P6 4.9% 7.9% 104,p66 113,927
J - D 2006 16.2% 8.0% 4.3% 6.4% 377,204 415,343
J - M 2007 24.0y0 8.6% 2.3% 3.p% 11012 121,104
A -J 2007 27.2Y% 1.%% 0.1% 0.P% 105041 114,250
Source: CH4

®Refer to Technical Notes — points 19 &21.



Completed Outpatient Waits including Independent Setor Activity— June 2007

During the June 2007 quarter, a number of patigitésided a first outpatient appointment, commissidoy the
Health Service, within the Independent Sector.intaes of the number of patients attending a fitgpatient
appointment, within the Independent Sector have Ipeevided by commissioning Trusts.

It is estimated that approximately 3,939 Healthvierpatients attended a first outpatient appointmeithin the
Independent Sector during the quarter ending JO6&.2When this number is combined with that faipatients
attending a first appointment in Health Servicefitaés during the same period, it is estimated #épgiroximately
118,189 outpatients attended a first appointmehtdrthern Ireland for an assessment commissiongtey

Health Service.

Table 11 Completed Outpatient Waits by Trust includng Independent Sector Activity

Total Number of
) Number of Completed | Number of Completed] Completed Outpatient

Provider Trust Outpatient waits within Outpatient Waits in | Waits Commissioned by

Health Service Hospitals| Independent Sector Health Service
Belfast 41,018 8 41,842
Northern 15,21p GE 15,8p9
South Eastern 17,881 1,365 19,246
Southern 16,4% 442 16,980
Western 23,6 646 24,2E2
Total Treated 114,25( 3,93p 118,189

Source: Health and Social Service Trusts
"Refer to Technical Notes — points 10, 20 & 21.



Technical Notes

1. The sources for the data contained in this releesé¢he Information Returns CH1, CH2, CH3
and CH4. These returns collect information from pitad Trusts on a quarterly basis.

2. Trust based information (CH1, CH2, CH3 and CH4ymet include all patients living outside
Northern Ireland and all privately funded patiewtsting for treatment in Health Service
hospitals. This Trust based information falls witkhie scope of National Statistics.

3. Areview is underway, consistent with the ‘NatioSatistics Code of Practice — Protocol on
Revisions’ looking at changes in methodology fdiemting inpatient/day cases waiting time
data. A paper detailing any changes to the metlggdbr collecting this data and any
implications that these may have on the data wilpbblished on the DHSSPS website ahead of
publication of this data. The current ministeraaiget for inpatient/day cases states that, by 31
March 2008, no patient should be waiting more thanveeks for inpatient admission. The
successful completion of this review and the tramsito patient level data will enable the 21
week target to be monitored in future quarters.

4. Waiting time relates to the number of completed them patient has been waiting (or in the
case for completed waits, how long a patient haitedgfor either their first outpatient
appointment or for inpatient admission. For examalpatient waiting 2 months and 30 days
would be included in the 0-2 month category anatéept waiting 3 months and 01 day would
be included in the 3-5 month category.

5. Inpatient waiting list data comprises the numbepatients waiting for ordinary admission to
hospital and the number of patients waiting for dage treatment.

6. Ordinary admissions include both (a) patients aiahielectively with the expectation that they
will remain in hospital for at least one night, gl non-elective admissions (e.g. emergency
admissions). A patient who is admitted with eitbkthe above intentions, but who leaves
hospital for any reason without staying overnighstill counted as an ordinary admission. Day
cases are not included.

7. Day Cases are patients admitted electively duhiegcburse of a day with the intention of
receiving care but who do not require the useladspital bed overnight and who return home
as scheduled. If this original intention is noffifldd and the patient stays overnight, such a
patient is counted as an ordinary admission.

8. The waiting list inpatient figures presented in@yzkople waiting to be admitted as inpatients
either as day cases or ordinary admissions. Theytmclude:

- Patients admitted as emergency cases;

- Outpatients;

- Patients undergoing a planned programme of treaitigLg. a series of admissions for
chemotherapy;

- Maternity (specialties 510 and 520);

- Patients already in hospitals but included orepttwiting lists;

- Patients who are temporarily suspended from ngiists.

9. Waiting time begins from the date the clinicianided to admit the patient. Patients
subsequently offered a date but unable to attewd theeir waiting times calculated from the
most recent date offered. These are known as C{&dsild Not Attend) and are included in
the total number waiting.



10. In accordance with the Review of Public Administatwith effect from the 3 April 2007, five
new integrated Health and Social Services Trust#fgBt, Northern, South Eastern and
Western) replaced the previous eighteen providest§rin Northern Ireland. Where applicable,
tables have been presented based on the new Tneess.A

11.Waiting times for completed inpatient waits reledehe entire time period between the initial
decision to admit and the date of admission, inalgigheriods of suspension.

12.The number of completed inpatient waits at 31 M&@@7 has been revised from 46,653 to
46,645. This is due to a revision from Ulster Htadpl rust (South Eastern) for that quarter

13.The number of patients that received inpatientineat, commissioned by the Health Service,
in the Independent Sector is provided in TablelesE figures have been provided for each
transferring Health Trust (Health Trust responsfblethe patients waiting time). They are not
governed by National Statistics and they have sehtvalidated by the Department.

14.The Department has been informed that some Healthic® outpatients treated in the
Independent Sector who have subsequently beed fisténpatient treatment within the
Independent Sector have not been recorded as g&itinnpatient treatment by the transferring
Trust. Transferring Trusts are responsible foritipatient waiting time of such patients. As a
result, these patients, and their subsequent wditime have not been recorded on the HPSS
Trust’'s Patient Administration System (PAS) andchdbappear in the figures relating to patients
waiting for inpatient treatment in this publicatiaVhile the Department has instructed Trusts to
ensure that all such patients are recorded onAl&eldy the end of August 2007, it has not been
possible to obtain estimates of these data priputdication. The department will endeavour to
resolve this issue as soon as possible and ermtrarhendments to the waiting position for the
quarter ending June 2007 are reflected in the ptication which is due for release on
Thursday, 8 December 2007.

15. Outpatients are defined as patients still waitimigtheir first outpatient appointment at the end
of the quarter. An outpatient appointment is talde a patient to see a consultant, a member of
his firm or locum for such a member, in respeabréd referral.

16. Outpatient waiting list figures presented do natude maternity specialties 510 and 520.

17.The current Ministerial target for outpatients esathat no patient should be waiting more than
13 weeks for a first outpatient appointment by 3dréh 2008. Due to technical reasons it has
not been possible to provide outpatient waitintglis weeks for quarter ending 30 June 2007.
Figures provided on outpatients waiting, ‘3 mordhg over’ are approximations for patients
waiting ‘more than 13 weeks’.

18. Following a recent revision in policy, patients waither cancel or fail to attend an outpatient
appointment have their waiting time reset to eitherdate on which the appointment was
cancelled or the date on which they did not attledappointment.

19. Waiting times for completed outpatient waits rel@té¢he entire time period between the initial
referral, or date the patient cancelled (CNA) af bt attend (DNA) a first outpatient
appointment, and the date the patient attendedfthstioutpatient appointment.

20. The number of patients that received an outpatissessment, commissioned by the Health
Service, in the Independent Sector is providedabld 11. These figures have been provided for
each transferring Health Trust (Trust responsibidtie patients waiting time). They are not
governed by National Statistics and they have sehbvalidated by the Department.



21.In Table 11, a small number of Independent Seaoreted waits for the Belfast Trust are
included in the Health Service total as Belfasy Eibspital were unable to provide off site
Independent Sector activity within the timescabssuired.

22.Department of Health, Social Services and Publfetgaolicy is to publish revised figures with
subsequent statistical releases unless it is di:tide the magnitude of the change merits earlier
notification.

23.Figures relating to the quarter endind"®eptember 2007 will be released on Thursddy, 6
December 2007.

24.For general enquiries about National Statisticafaxct the National Statistics Public Service on

020 7533 5888

minicom: 01633 812399

E-mail: info@statistics.gov.uk

Fax: 01633 652747

Letters: room DG/18, Drummond Gate,
LONDON SW1V 2QQ

You can also find National Statistics on the in&tra Go tovww.statistics.gov.uk

Additional Information
Further information on waiting lists in Northerrlend is available from:

Office Information Manager

Hospital Information Branch

Department of Health, Social Services and Publfetga
Annexe 2

Castle Buildings

Stormont

BT4 3SQ

E-mail: statistics@dhsspsni.gov.uk
Internet addressittp://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/stats-hospital commurstgtistics#waiting




