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Guidance Notes for the completion of
AD1 statistical survey
 of children adopted from care during:
	1 April 2007 –  31 March 2008


For general enquiries:

E-mail: 
cib@dhsspsni.gov.uk 

Tel: 
028 90 520727 

Fax: 
028 90 527668

Completed questionnaires should be passed to nominated data users for AD1 in the Trust. Nominated data users are responsible for inputting completed questionnaires onto the DHSSPS extranet system. 

Website:

This guidance is available on the DHSS&PS internet site at:

http://www.dhsspsni.gov.uk/index/stats_research/stats-cib/statistics_and_research-cib-work_areas/statistics_and_research-cib-childsurveys.htm

Completing this return.

Please answer questions as indicated on the questionnaire. Boxes must not contain letters or symbols, such as hyphens or asterisks. Please enter a response for all questions which apply   Unless otherwise instructed, leave blank any boxes that do not apply.  

Please make every attempt to determine the answers to questions where at all possible. 

Comments

Only provide comments when asked to do so. 

Purpose of the AD1 return

The purpose of the AD1 survey is to collect detailed information about every child adopted from care during the year ending 31 March, 2008. The information collected relates to both the child adopted and its adoptive parent(s); and the information collected will be used to monitor the total numbers of children adopted from care and the durations between key stages in the adoption process. 

Section 1: Identification Particulars

Q1a: SOSCARE reference number

This must be a unique identifier for each child. It is the sole means of identifying children included in the return. If the number is less than 6 digits, please align to the right.  

Q1b: Social Services Code (HSS Trust) 
Use the number allocated to the relevant former Health and Social Services Trusts as follows;

	Belfast HSC Trust
	Z1111

	Northern HSC Trust
	Z2222

	Southern HSC Trust
	Z3333

	South Eastern HSC Trust
	Z4444

	Western
	Z5555


Q1c: Gender

Please tick the appropriate box.

‘Male’ if the child is male, or ‘Female’ if the child is female.

Q1e: Date of birth


Enter the child’s date of birth in the format dd mm yyyy.  

For example, for a child born on 11th March 2000, enter the date of birth as:


	1
	1
	0
	3
	2
	0
	0
	0


Q1f: Religion

Please tick the appropriate box.

Q2: Ethnicity

Please tick the ethnic group to which the child belongs. The categories listed are based on the census of population 2001. If you consider the child belongs to more than one ethnic group, please specify all relevant groups.

Section 2: Child’s Circumstances and Care History
Q2a: Special needs 

If the child has no special needs, please leave blank.

Although there is no formal definition of ‘Special Needs’, a child with special needs is one who may suffer if they do not get help. Children with a disability may be regarded as children with special needs. A child/young person has a disability if he/she has a significant impairment, and, without the provision of additional assistance resources or information, would be disadvantaged/restricted in or prevented from participating in, the life of the community, both in the manner in which might reasonably be expected and in comparison to other children of similar age, respecting individual culture and circumstances.
Q2b: Siblings

For Q2b, please use the boxes provided to enter the number of full/half brothers and sisters the child has, and the numbers of adopted brothers and sisters.

Q2c: Adopted Siblings

For any adopted brothers and sisters identified in Q2a, please indicate gender, date of birth and whether they were adopted as part of the same placement as this child. If there are more than 9 entries, please add on a separate sheet, and attach when returning this questionnaire to the nominated data user for AD1.

Q2d: Adoptive family

Tick ‘Yes’ if the adoptive family have previously adopted children that were not siblings/half siblings of this child, otherwisr tick ‘No’.
Q2e: 

If you have ticked ‘Yes’ to Q2d, please enter the number of children adopted by the adoptive family, that were not siblings of this child.

Q2f:

Single female/male adopter
Select this category if the adoptive parent is divorced/widowed, with no birth or other adopted children. 

Same sex couple
Select this category if the adoptive parent is part of a same sex cohabiting couple 
Different sex unmarried couple
Select this category if the adoptive parent is part of a different sex cohabiting couple
Married couple
Select this category if the adoptive parent(s) is/are married

Q2h: Last date of admission into care

Enter the date of the child’s last admission into care in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of the last admission into care was 17th May 2001, please enter ‘17052001’ in the boxes provided.

If the child has been looked after more than once, with a break in between, only the start-date of the latest period of care should be entered. Exclude any period during which the child was looked after under an agreed series of short breaks.

Q2i: Date of first hearing in respect of application for care order

This relates to the latest period of care.

Enter the date of the first hearing in respect of the application for a care order in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of the first hearing was 17th May 2001, please enter ‘17052001’ in the boxes provided.

Q2j: Was care order granted on the first application?

Please tick the box after ‘Yes’ if a care order was granted, or tick the box after ‘No’ if a care order was not granted.

Q2k: Was an appeal lodged?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if an appeal was lodged, or tick the box after ‘No’ if an appeal was not lodged’

Q2l: Who lodged the appeal?

Please tick the appropriate box. Tick one box only.

For example, tick the box after ‘The Trust’ if the appeal was lodged by the Trust.

Q2m: Date of the appeal hearing?

Enter the date of the appeal hearing in the format dd mm yyyy.

For example, if the date of the appeal hearing was 6th June 2002, enter ‘06062002’ in the boxes provided.
Q2n: Was the appeal upheld or rejected?

Tick the box beside ‘Upheld’ if the appeal was upheld, or the box beside ‘Rejected’ if the appeal was rejected’. Tick only one box.

Q2o: Date of appeal determination?

Enter the date of the appeal determination in the format dd mm yyyy. For example, if the date of the appeal determination was 24th September 2002, enter ‘24092002’ in the boxes provided.

Q2q: Date of Trust LAC best interest proposal?

Enter the date of the LAC review when it was proposed by the Trust that adoption was in the best interests of the child. For example, if the date of the LAC review was 22nd January 2003, enter ‘22012003’ in the boxes provided.

Q2r: Date of adoption panel’s recommendation?

Enter the date of the Adoption Panel’s recommendation that adoption is in the best interest of the child in the format dd mm yyyy. For example, if the date of the adoptions panel’s recommendation was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q2s: Panel recommended to proceed under which article?

Please tick the appropriate box. Tick one box only.

For example, if the adoption panel recommended to proceed under Article 16, tick the box after ‘Article 16’.

Q2t: Date of Trust’s acceptance of panel’s recommendation(s)?

Enter the date of the Trust’s decision maker’s acceptance of the adoption panel’s recommendation(s) in the format dd mm yyyy. For example, if the date of the Trust’s decision makers acceptance of the adoption panel’s recommendation was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Section 3: Adoption Application Under Article 16

Q3a: Was the adoption application made with parental agreement?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if the adoption application was made with parental agreement, or tick the box after ‘No’ if the adoption application was made without parental agreement. Tick one box only.

Q3b..Q3g: Grounds for adoption application without parental agreement?

If an adoption application was made without parental agreement, indicate which of Q3b (a) to Q3b (f) best describes the main reason why parental agreement was not obtained, and whether this applied to the ‘Parent’ or ‘the Guardian’. The categories provided are as specified in the Children’s Order.

Q3c: Date of service of originating summons/petition?

Enter the date of service of originating summons/petition in the format dd mm yyyy. For example, if the date of the originating summons/petition was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q3d: Were other applications heard in conjunction with the adoption application?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if there were other applications heard in conjunction with the adoption application, or tick the ‘No’ box if there were no other applications heard with the adoption application. Tick one box only.

Q3e: What other applications were heard in conjunction with the adoption application?

In the space provided, indicate what other applications were heard at the same time as the adoption application under article 16.

Q3f: Dates of adoption hearings?

Enter the dates of adoption hearings in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of one of the hearings was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided. Space has been provided for six hearings dates, but use another sheet if required and attaché this sheet with the completed return.

Q3g: Other factors affecting the granting of an adoption order?

Detail in the space provided all other factors that affected the granting of an adoption order.

Section 4: Freeing application pursuant under article 17 or article 18

Q4a: Date of court issue of originating summons/petition?

Enter the date of court issue of originating summons/petition in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of issue of originating summons/petition was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q4b: Were other applications heard in conjunction with the freeing application?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if there were other applications heard in conjunction with the freeing application, or tick the box after ‘No’ if there were no other applications heard in conjunction with the freeing order under article 17 or 18.

Q4c: Applications heard in conjunction with the freeing application?

In the space provided, indicate what other applications were heard in conjunction with the freeing application.

Q4d: Dates of hearings since the issue of the originating summons/petition?

Enter the dates of each hearing since the issue of the originating summons/petition in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of one of the hearings was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided. Space has been provided for six hearings, but use another sheet if required and enclose this sheet with the completed return.

Q4e: Date of judgement?

Enter the date of the judgement in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of the judgement was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q4f: What freeing order made under….

Please tick the appropriate box. Tick one box only.

For example, if the freeing order was made under Article 17 tick the box after ‘Article 17’, or tick the box after ‘Article 18’ if the freeing order was made under Article 18.

Q4g: If freeing order was made under Article 18, under what grounds was the freeing order made?

Indicate which of (a) to (f) best describe the main grounds under which the freeing order was made, and tick whether this applied to the ‘Parent’ or ‘the Guardian’.

Q4h: Was the application dismissed?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if no freeing order was made and the application was dismissed.

Tick the box after ‘No’ if no freeing order was made and the application was not dismissed. 

Tick one box only.

Q4i: Was another order made?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if no freeing order was made, but another order was made.

Tick the box after ‘No’ if no freeing order was made and another order was not made. Tick one box only.

Q4j: Details of other orders made

If other types of orders were made please detail in the space provided what these were.

Q4k: Was there a written judgement?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if there was a written judgement, or tick the box after ‘No’ if there was no written judgement. Tick one box only.

Q4l: Date the written judgement was made available?

If a written judgement was made please enter the date on which the written judgement was made available in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of the judgement was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q4m: Was an appeal lodged?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if an appeal was lodged.

Tick the box after ‘No’ if an appeal was not lodged.

Tick one box only.

Q4n: Who lodged the appeal?

Please tick the appropriate box. 

Tick one box only.

For example, if the appeal was lodged by the Trust, tick the box after ‘The Trust’.

Q4o: Date of the appeal hearing?

Enter the date of the appeal hearing in the format dd mm yyyy. 

For example, if the date of the appeal hearing was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q4p: Was the appeal rejected?

Tick the box after ‘Upheld’ if the appeal was upheld, or tick the box after ‘Rejected’ if the appeal was rejected. Tick one box only.

Q4q: Date of appeal determination?

Enter the date of the appeal determination in the format dd mm yyyy.

For example, if the date of the appeal determination was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q4r: Other factors affecting the granting of a freeing order?

Detail in the space provided other factors that affected the granting of a freeing order.

Section 5: Child’s Placement

Q5a: Date of adoption panel’s recommendation that prospective adopters are suitable to be adoptive parent(s)

Enter the date of the adoption panel’s recommendation that prospective adopters are suitable to be adoptive parent(s) in the format dd mm yyyy.

For example, if the date of the adoption panel’s recommendation that prospective adopter’s are suitable to be adoptive parent(s) was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q5b: Date of Trust’s decision maker’s acceptance of the panel’s recommendation that prospective parent(s) are suitable adoptive parent(s)

Enter the date of the Trust’s decision maker’s acceptance of the panel’s recommendation that prospective parent(s) are suitable adoptive parent(s) in the format dd mm yyyy.

For example, if the date of the Trust’s decision maker’s acceptance of the panel’s recommendation that prospective parent(s) are suitable adoptive parent(s) was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q5c: Date of the adoption panel recommendation that prospective adopters are suitable for this specific child?

Enter the date of the adoption panel recommendation that prospective adopters are suitable for this specific child in the format dd mm yyyy.

For example, if the date of the adoption panel recommendation that prospective adopters are suitable for this specific child was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q5d: Date of Trust’s acceptance of panel’s recommendation that adopters are suitable for this specific child?

Enter the date of the Trust’s acceptance of panel’s recommendation that adopters are suitable for this specific child in the format dd mm yyyy.

For example, if the date of the Trust’s acceptance of panel’s recommendation that adopters are suitable for this specific child was 3rd May 2002, enter ‘03052002’ in the boxes provided.

Q5e: Were the prospective adopters the child’s former foster carer(s)?

Tick the box after ‘Yes’ if the prospective adopters were the child’s former foster carers.

Tick the box after ‘No’ if the prospective adopters were not the child’s former foster carers. 

Tick one box only.

Q5f:  Date of child’s placement for the purpose of adoption?

Enter the date when the child was placed with the prospective adopter(s) for the purpose of adoption. 

Q5g: Date adoption order?

Enter the date when the adoption order was granted.  

For example, if the date of the adoption order 3rd May 2004, enter ‘03052004’ in the boxes provided.
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